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- Trane are an hundred faults in this 
Thing, and an hundred wings might | 
be aid to prove them beauties. | But 
it is needleſs. A book may be e amuſing 


with numerous errors. or it may be _ 


5 very dull without a buzi abſurdity, 5 


| The hero of this. piece unites in him: | | 


ſelf the three fone. characters upon 5 


earth; ; ne is a prieſt, an huſbandman, | 


and the father of a family. He is aravn 


5 . ready to teach, | and ready to obey, —— 


| as kimple | in alfiuence, I and majeſtic in 


ver- - 


9 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Bo 


adverſity. In mis age of opulence and 


[ 5 refinement, whom can ſuch a character 
1 pleaſe? Such as are fan: af hi, zh life, . 
will turn with diodain from the ſmpli- 
_ city of his e fire-ſidez ſuch | as 
miſtake ribaldry for humour, will find 3 
5 0 . it in his harmleſs converſation; © 8 
5 and luch | as hay e been 8 taught | to eiae 
religion, will laugh at one, whoſe 
chief ſiores of | comfort are drawn from 


- Ffuturlly. 


Oliver Goldſmith. 
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| The (deſcription of the family of Wakefield, in 
Ee ex a 2 Aal nth. as — of e 


minds as of perſons. 


1 Twas 'ever of opinion „ that the honeſt man, 
who married and brought up a large family, did 
more ſervice than he who continued ſingle, ant 
onluy talked of population. From this motive, 1 
had ſcarce taken orders a year before I began to 
think ſeriouſly of matrimony, . and choſe my wife 
| as ſhe did her wedding gown, not for a fine 

| gloſly ſurface, but ſuch qualities as would wear 

well.. To do her juſtice, ſhe was a good na- 
- tured notable woman; and as for breeding, there 
were few country -Jadies who could ſhew more. 
Sbe could read any Engliſh book withgpt Kat 
I ſpelling; but for pickling, preſerving; and cogk- 
_ | ery, none could excel her. She prided herſelf 
alſo upon being an excellent contriver in houſe- 
Keeping; though I could never find that we 
grew richer with all her contrivances. ___ 
However, we loved each other tenderly, 
and our fondneſs encreaſed as we grew old. 
|; There was in fact nothing that could make us 


with the world or each other. We had 


an elegant houſe, ſituated in a fine country, and 
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neighbours, and relieving ſuch as were poor. 


2 good neighbourhood. The year was ſpent 5 
moral or rural amuſement; in viliting our rich 


We had no revolutions to fear nor fatigues to 
_ undergo; all our adventures were by the ſireſide, 
and all our migrations from the blue bed to the 
A4 As we lived near the road, we often had 
the traveller or ſtranger viſit us to taſte our goo- 
ſeberry wine, for which we had great reputation; 


and I profeſs with the veracity of an hiſtorian, + 


that T never knew one of them find fault with it. 
 Ourjcoulins too, even to the fortieth remove, all 


remembered their affinity without any help from 


__ the herald's office, and came very frequently to fee 

us. Some of them did us no great honour by theſe 

claims of kindred; as we had the blind, the mai- 
med, and the halt amongſt the number. However, 
my wife always inſiſted, that as they were the ſame _ 
fleſh and blood, they ſhould fit with us at the 
lame table. So that if we had not very rich, 
Wee generally had very happy friends about us; 
tor this remark will hold good through life, that 
te poorer the gueſt, the better pleaſed he ever is 
with being treated: and as ſome men gaze” with 
admiration at the colours of a tulip, or the win 
of a butterfly, ſo I was by nature an admirer of 
happy human faces. However, when any one 
of our relations was found to be a perſon of very 
bad character, a troublelome gueſt, one we de- 
| fred to get rid of, vpon his leaving my houſe, 

I ever took care to lend him a ridingcoat, or a 
pair of boots, or ſometimes an horſe of ſmall 
value, and I always had the ſatisfaction of fin- 
ding he never came hack to return them. By 
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this the houſe was cleared of ſuch at we did not 
like; but never was the family of Wakefield 


- 


known * 
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known to turn the traveller or the poor depen- 
dant out of doors. 1 5 
Thus we lived ſeveral years in a ſtate of 
much happineſs „ not but that we ſometimes had 
thoſe lit 


-bance the value of its favours. My orchard was 


e ubs which Providence [ends to en- 


often robbed by Ichoolboys, and my wife's cuſt- 


ards plundered by the cats or the children. The 
Squire would ſometimes fall aſleep in the moſt 
Pathetic parts of my ſermon, or his lady return 
my wife's civilities at church with a mutilated 
curteſy. But we ſoon gat over the uneaſineſa 
cauſed by luch acchlents, and uſually in three 
or four days began to wonder how they vext us 
My children, the offspring of temperance, 


as they were cducated without loftnels, ſo they 


were at once well formed and healthy; my. ſons 
hardy and active, my daughters beautiful and 


blooming. When I ſtood in the midſt of the 
little circle which promiſed to be the ſupports of 


as my debtor. Our eldeſt 


my declining age, I could not avoid repeating the 
famous ſtory of Count Abenſ berg, who, in 
Henry II's progrels thro' Germany, while other 
courtiers came with their treaſures, brought his 
thirty - two children, and preſented them to his 

ſovereign as the moſt valuable offering he had to 

beſtow. In this manner, tho I had but fix, 1 

conſidered them as a very valuable preſent made 

to my country, and N e looked upon it 

| on was named George, 


after his uncle, who left us ten thouſand pounds, 8 
Our ſecond child, a girl, T intendend to call after 


ber aunt Griſlel; but my wife, who during ber 


Pregnancy had been reading romances, inſiſte 


upon her being called Olivia. In leſs than another 


ps etermined that Grillel ſhould be her name; but 
VVV 


7 year we had another daugther, and now I was 
« 
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a rich relation taking a faney to ſtand godmother, | 


the girl was, by her directions, called Sophia: 


| ſo that we had two romantic names in the fa- 


mily ; but I ſolemnly proteſt T had no handin it. 


| Moſes was our next, and after an interval of | 
twelve years, we had two ſons more. 


It would be fruitleſs to deny my exultation 


when I ſaw my little ones obout me; but the 
_ _ vanity and the ſatisfaction of my wife were even 
S _ than mine. When our viſiters would 


y, »Well, 2 my word, Mrs. Primroſe, you 


„have the fineſt children in the whole country“ 
„Ay, neighbour ,+ ſhe would anſwer, „they are 


„is heaven made them, handſome enough, if 
„they be good enough; for handſome is that 


bandſome does. And then ſhe would bid 


_ . the girls hold up their heads: who, to con- 


ceal nothing, were certainly very handſome 


+ Mere outſide is ſo very trifling a circumſtance 
with me, that I ſhould ſcarce have remembered 
to mention it, hat id not been a general topic | 

of converſation in the country. Olivia, now 

about eighteen, had that luxuriancy of beauty 
with which painters generally draw Hebe; open, 

ſprightly, and commanding. Sophia's features 
were not ſo ſtriking at firſt, but often did more 


certain execution; for they were ſoft, modeſt, 
and alluring. The one vanquiſhed by a fingle 


| Blow, the other by efforts ſucceſsfully ene 5 


The temper of a woman is generally formed 


from the turn of her features, at leaſt it was ſo 
with my daughters. Olivia wiſhed for many lo- 
vers, Sophia to ſecure one. Olivia was often 
affected from too great a delire to pleaſe. So- 

_ *Phia even repreſt excellence from her fears to of- 

fend. The oneentertained me with her vivacity 
when I was gay, the other with her ſenſe when + 


Las 


1 * 


at x F | 
| k e 


or WAKEFIELD. — 6 


I was ſerious. + But theſe qualities were never 
carried to exceſs in either, and I have often ſeen 
them exchange characters for a whole day to- 

gether. A ſuit of mourning has transf&rmed my 

- coquet into a, prude, and a new ſet of ribbands 
bas given her younger liſter more than natural 
viyacity. My eldeſt fon George was bred at Ox- 
ford, as L intended him for one of the learned 
| profeſſions. . My ſecond boy Moſes, whom I de- CK 
ligned for buſineſs, received a ſort of miſcel- — 
laneous education at home. But it is needleſfſs 
to attempt deſcribing the particular characters of 
young people that had ſeen but very little of the 
world. In ſhort, a family - likeneſs prevailed 
through all, and properly ſpeaking, Va had 
but due character, that of being all equally ge- 
nerous, credulous, ſimple and > offenſ e 


CHAP, IL „ 


8 Family misfortunes. The loſs o fortune only ſer+ 
* ves 3 the pride 7 1. wort by. 


Tur temporal concerns of our family were 
_ . chiefly committed to my wife's management, as 
to the ſpiritual I took them entirely under my 
, own direction. The profits of my living, which 
amounted to but thirty - five pounds a year, I 
made over to the orphans and widows of the 
clergy of our dioceſe; for having a ſuf- 
cient fortune of my own, I was "careleſs 
of temporalities, and felt a ſecret pleaſure 9 
in doing my duty without reward. I alſo ſet 
a reſolution of keeping no curate, and of 
being acquainted with every man in the pariſh, _ 
exhorting the married men to temperance, and 
the bachelors to matrimony ; Jo that there were 
_ | three firange wants at Wakefield, a pgtſon want- 
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= ing pride, young men wanting wives, , and 1 ales 
uſes wanting cuſtomers. 


Mulatrimony was always one of my favourite 
topics, and I wrote ſeveral ſermons to prove its 
| happineſs : but there was a peculiar tenet which 


1 made a point of ſupporting ; for J maintained 


with Whiſton, tbat it was unlawful for a prieſt 
of the church of England, after the death of his 
firſt wife, to take a, leccond, or to expreſs it in 


one word, I valued * upon being a ſtrict 
monogamiſl. = 


| I was early initiated into | this i important diſ- 
| pate: on which ſo many laborious volumes have 
been written. I publiſhed ſome tracts upon the 
ſubject myſelf, WIRED > as they never fold, I 
have the conſolation of thinking are read only 
by the happy Few. Some of my friends called 
this my weak ſide; but alas! they had not like 
me made it the ſubject of long contemplation. 
The more I reflected upon it, the more impor- 
tant it appeared. I even went a "Rep beyond 


Whiſton in dif playing my principles. As he 


had engraven upon his wife's. tomb that ſhe. 
was the onty wiſe of William Whiſton; fo I 
_ wrote a ſimilar epitaph for my wife, tho! {till _ 
living, in which I extolled her prudence , oeco- 
nomy, and obedience till death; and having got 
it copied fair, with an elegant frame, it was 
placed over the chimneypiece, where it anßwered 
ſeveral very uſeful purpoſes. It admoniſhed my 
wife of her duty to me, and my fidelity to her; 
it inſpired her with a paſſion for fame, and con- 
tantly put her in mind of her end. 


It was thus, perbaps, from hearing marriage 
ſo often recommended, that my eldeſt ſon, juſt 


—_ wg — : fixed his affections * | 
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We * 
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the daughter of a neighbouring clergyman, who 
Was a c in che churc „ and in circums 
ſtances to give her a large fortune: but fortune 
was her ſmalleſt n Miſs Arabella _ 
Wilmot was allowed by all, except my two 
daughters, to be completely pretty. Her youth, 
__ health, and innocence, were ſtill heigtened by 
a complexion ſo tranſparent, and ſuch an happy 
ſenſibility of look, as even age could not gaze 
on with indifference. As Mr. Wilmot knew that 
I could make a very handſome ſettlement on my 
| fon, he was not averſe to the match; ſo both 
families lived together in all that harmony which 
generally precedes an expected alliance. Being 
convinced by experience that the_days of court- 
ſhip are the moſt happy of our lives, I was wil 
ling enough to lengthen the period; and the 
various amuſements, which the young couple 
every day ſhared in each other's company, ſee- 
med to encreaſe their paſhon. We wete gene- 
rally awaked in the morning by muſic, and on 
fine days rode a hunting. The hours between 
| breakfaſt and dinner the ladies devoted to dreſs 
and ſtudy: they uſually read a page, and then 
_ gazed at themſelves in the * „ Which even 
philoſophers might own often preſented the page 
of greateſt beauty. At dinner my wife took the 
lead; for as ſhe always inſiſted upon carving 
every thing herfelf, it being her mother's way, 
ſhe gave us upon theſe occaſions the hiſtory of 
every diſh, When we had dined, to prevent 
the ladies leaving us, I generally ordered the_ 
table to be removed; and fometumes, with the 
mulic - maſter's aſſiſtance, the girls would give us 
a very agrekble concert. Walking out, __ Toe 
tea, country- dances, and forfeits, ſhortened 
the reſt of che day, without the allfiance of 


, 
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1 _— 
cards, 1 hated all manner of gaming , _ 
backgammon, at which my old friend and I ſo- 


metimes took a twopenny hit, Nor can I here 


pals over an ominous circumſtance that happened 
the laſt time we played together: I only wanted 
to fling a quatre, and yet I threw deuce ace hve 

times running. NE OF oe if Len op 
Some months were elapſed in this manner, 


N till at laſt it was thought convenient to fix a day 
for the nuptials of the young couple, who ſee- 
med earneſtly to deſire it. During the prepara- 


tions for the wedding, I nced not deſcribe the 
buſy importance of my wife, nor the ily looks 


of my daughters: in fact, my attention was fixed 


on another object, the completing a tract, which 


I intended ſhortly to publiſh in defence of my 
favourite principle, As I looked upou this as 


a maſter- piece both for argument and ſtyle, I 
could not in the pride of my heart avoid ſhewing 
it to my old friend Mr. Wilmot, as I made no 
doubt of receiving his approbation; but not till 


too late I diſcoyered that he was moſt violently _ 


attached to the contrary opinion, and with good 


: reaſon; for he was at that time actually courting 
a fourth wife. This, as may be expected produ- 
ced a diſpute attended with ſome acrimony, 


which threatened to interrupt our intended allian- 

ce; but on the day before that appointed for 
the ceremony, we agreed to diſcuſs zhe ſub- 
ject at large. 1 35 
It was managed with proper ſpirit on both 


 kides: he aſſerted that I was heterodox, I retor- ; 
| ted the charge: he replied, and I rejoined. In 


the mean time, while the controverſy was hotteſt, 
I was called out by one of my relations xvho, with 

a face of concern, adviſed me to give up the diſpute, 
at leaſt tall my lons wedding Was Over. . . 

4 By . : | | N cri 5 
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ceried 1. . the cauſe of tac ; ad let 


= „him be an b and, already driven to the very 


voverge of abſurdity. You might as well adviſe 
„me to give up my fortune as my argument.“ 
„our fortune,“ returned my friend, „I am now 
H„lorry to inform you, is almoſt nothing, The 
' merchant in town, in whoſe hands your money 
„was lodged, has gone off, to avoid a ſtatute of 
„bankruptcy, and is thought not to have left a 
„lhilling in the pound. I was unwilling to 


 »{hock you or the family with the account till 


„after the wedding: but r wh may ſerve to 
_ moderate your warmth in the argument; for, 


I fuppole, your own prudence will enforce the 
»necellity of diſſembling at leaſt till your ſon has 


| »the young lady's fortune ſecure.“ — Well,“ 
returned I, „if what you tell me be true, and 


„if I am to be a beggar, it ſhall never make me 


va raſcal, or induce me to diſavow my princi- 
„ples. Tl go this moment and inform the com- 


A  »pany of my circumſtances; and as for the ar- 


»gument, J even here retract my former con- 
vceſſions in the old gentleman's favour, nor will 


VI allow him now to be an buſband ; in any 
18 »lenſe of the expreſſion. _ 


It would be endleſs to delcribe 1 diterent | 
ſenſations of both families, when I divulged the 
news of our misfortune; but what others felt 


was llight to what the lovers appeared to endure. 


Mr. Wilmot, who ſeemed before ſufficiently in- 
| clined to break off the match, was by this blow 


| ſoon determined: one virtue be had in perfection, 


which was prudence, too often the only one 
chat is left us at leyenty «two. 1 | 
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4 . The fortunate circumſt ances es of ON our 
lives are. generally found at laſt to be FS our 


own- pr Oc ur ing. 


Tam * hope of our family. now was, hat 


the report of our misfortunes might be malicious 
or premature: but a letter from my agent in | 


town ſoon came with a confirmation of eve 
particular. The loſs of fortune to myfelf alone 
| would have been trifling; the only uneaſineſs 1 
felt was for my family, Who were to be humble 
without an education to render them callous 0 
3 content.” | | 


Near a fortnight had cello] 1 I at- 


| | tempted to refrain their affliction; Her premature To 
conſolation. is but the remembrancer of forrow. 
During this interval, my thoughts were em- 
ployed on ſome future means of ſupporting them; 


DO 


: and at laſt a ſmall Cure of fifteen pounds a year 
was offered me in a diſtant * ee | 
where I could ſtill enjoy my principles without 


moleſtation. With this propoſal I joyfully clo- 


led, having determined to increaſe my Jy by Ee 
managing a little farm. : 


Having taken this 8 my next care 


was to get together the wrecks of my fortune; 


and all debts collected and paid, out of fourteen- 


| thouland pounds we had but four hundred re- 
maining. My chief attention therefore was'now _ 

to bring down the pride of my family to their 
. circumſtances; for I well knew that aſpiring 

9 begg ary is wretchednels itſelf. „Lou cannot be 
ignorant, my children,“ cried I, „that no pru- 
«dence of ours could have prevented our late 
misfortune; but er 8 may do much in dis- 
3 N ite e 
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t fondlings, and wiſdom bids us conform to our ! 
humble ſituatzon. Let us then, without Tepis . f 
ndning, give up thoſe ſplendours with which 1 
_ Unumbers are wretched, and ſeek in humbler 


*circumkiances that peace with wliich all may be 
chappy. The poor live pleaſantly without our 
cchelp, why then ſhould not we learn to live 
_ &witaout theirs, No, my children, let us from 
«this moment give up all pretentions to genti- 
ity; - we have ftill enough left for happineſs if 
«ye are wie; and let us draw upon content for 
«he deficiencies of fortune.“ ET any 


* 


As my eldeſt fon was bred a ſcholar, I de- 
_ termined to lend him to town, where his abili- 
ties might contribute to our ſupport and his own. 
Ihe ſeparation of friends and families is, per- 
| haps, one of the moſt diſtreſsful circumſtances 
_ attendant on penury. The day ſoon arrived on 
which we were to diſperſe for the firſt time. 
My ſon, after taking leave of his mother and 
the reſt, who mingled their tears with their kiſ- 
ſes, came to aſk a bleſſing from me. This I 
gave him from my heart, and which, added to 
five guineas, was all the patrimony I had now - 
to beſtow. Lou are going, my boy,“ cried I, 
*to London on foot, in the manner Hooker, 
_ &your great anceſtor, travelled there before you. EY 
„Take from me the ſame horſe that was given 
«him by the good biſhop Jewel, this ſtaff, and 
«ake this book too, it will be your comfort on 
«he way: theſe two lines in it are worth a 
million, I have been young, and now am old; 
_ "Uyet never ſaw I the righteous man forſaken, or 
Gus ſeed begoing their bread. Let this be your 
Kconſolation as you travel on. Go my boy, 
_ G&yphatevyer: be fortune let me ſee thee once 
a year; fiill-kep a good heart, and farewell.“ 
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As he was poſſeſt of integrity and honour, 1 


was under no apprehenſions from throwing him 


naked into the amphitheatre of life; for I knew 


he would act a l part whether a 5 


or victorious. 

| His departure ouly 3 the way for 
our own, which arrived a few days afterwards. 
The leaving a neighbourhood, in which we had 


enjoyed ſo many hours of tranquillity, was not 


Without a tear, which ſcarce fortitude itſelf _ 
could ſuppreſs. Beſides, a journey of ſeventy 
miles to a family that had hitherto never been 
above ten from home, filled us with a prehen- 

ion, and the cries of the poor, who How ed 
us for ſome miles, contributed to encreaſe it. 
The firſt day's journey brought us in ſafety with- 
in thirty miles of our future retreat, and we 


OY , EY up for the night at an obſcure inn in a vil- 


y the way. When we were ſhewn a 


5 3 1 defired the landlord, in my uſual Way, : 


ua let us have his company , with which be com- 


plied, as what he drank would encreaſe the bill! 


next morning. He knew, however, the whole 
= neighbourhood, to which 1 was removing, par- 
ticularly Squire Thornhill, who was to be my 
landlord, and who lived within a few miles of 


the place. This gentleman he deſcribed as one 


who deſired to know little more of the world 


© than its pleaſures, being particularly remarkable 


for his attachment to the fair ſex. He obſerved 
that no virtue was able to reſiſt his arts and aſ- 


ſiduity, and that ſcarce a farmer's daughter 


within ten miles round, but what hat found 
him ſucceſsful and faithleſs, - Though this ac- 
count 2 me ſome 0 „it had a very diffe- 
rent effect upon my daughters, whoſe features 
= to brighton with tho eFpectation of an 
„ _ | 
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approaching triumph, nor was my wife lels 
pleaſed and confident of their allurements and 
virtue. While our thoughts were thus en- 
pPloyed, the hoſteſs entered the room to inform 
| Len huſband, that the ſtrange gentleman, who 
had been two days in the houſe, wanted money, 
and could not fatisfy them for his reckoning 
„Want money!“ replied the hoſt, „that muſt be Ty 
_ zimpoſſible; for it was no later than yeſtexday, 
„he paid three guineas to our beadle to fpare an 
„old broken ſoldier that was to be whipped 
through the town for dogſtealing.“ The * ö 
ſtels, however, ſtill, perſiſting in her firſt aſſer- 
tion, he was preparing to leave the room, 
wearing that he would be ſatisfied one way or 
another, when I begged the landlord would in- 
troduce me to a ſtranger of ſo much charity as 
| be deſcribed. With this he complied, ſhewing | 
in a gentleman who ſeemed to be about thirty, 
dreſt in cloaths that once were laced. His per- 
| fon was well formed, and his face marked with 
the lines of thinking. He had ſometbing ſhort 
and dry in his addreſs, and ſeemed not to un- 
derſtand ceremony, or to diſpiſe it. Upon the 
landlord's leaving the room, I could not avoid 
expreſſing my concern to the ſtranger at ſeeing a 
gentleman in ſuch circumſtances, and offered 
bim my purſe to ſatisfy the preſent demand. 1 
„take it with all my heart, Sit,“ replied he, 
pvHand am glad that a late overſight in giving 
| Vy„what money I had about me, has ſhewn me, 
NH that there are ſtill ſome men like you. I uſt, — 
however, previously entreat being informed of 
„the name and reſidence of my benefactor, in 
„order to repay him as ſoon as poſhble.* In 
this I ſatisfied him fully, not only mentioning 
my name and late misfortunes, but the place to 
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which I was going to remove. «This, 6 cried | 
he, happens fill more luckily than I boped 
«or, as I am going the ſame way mylelf, E. 
„ing been detained "here two days by the flaods, 
«hich, 1 hope, by to- morrow will be found 
<«paſſab: e.“ I teſtified the pleaſure I ſhouid have 
in his company, and my wife and daughters 
5 joining in entreaty, be was prevailed upon to 
3 ſtay ſupper. The ſtranger's couverlation , which 
4 was at once picaling and inſtructive, indaced : 
me to with for a continuance of it; bat it was 
now high time to retire and tako reſreſhment | 
ga gainſt the fatigucs of the following day. 
The next morning we all ſet Forward to- 
gether: my family on horſeback, while Mr. 
Burchell, our new companion, walked along. ; 
the footpath by the road- hide; oblerving, with 
a ſmile, that as we were ill mounted, he would 
3 be too generous to attempt leaving ms behind. 
Iss the flood were not yet ſubſided, we were 
obliged to hire a guide, Who trotted on before, 
Mr. Burchell and I bringing up the rear. We 
lightened the fatigues of the road with philoſo- 
0 phical diſputes, ach he leemed to underſtand 
perfectly. But what ſurpriſed me moſt was, 
| that though he was a money - borrower, he de- 
fended his opinions with as much obftinacy as 
/ if he had been my patron. He now and then 
alſo informed me to whom the different ſeats 
belonged that lay in our view as we travelled _ 
the road. That,“ cried he, pointing to a very 
: nificent houle which ſtood at ſome diſtance, 
| EA. to Mr. Thornhill, a young gentleman 
„h o enjoys a large fortume : thoug oh entirely _ 
dependant on the will of his 3 Sir Wil- 
„liam Thornhill, a gentleman, who content 


wich a little himſelf, F, bis nephew „ 


BY | 3 


* 
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enjoy the reſt , and chiefly reſides in town. | f 


„What!“ cried I, „is my young landlord then 
»ihe nephew of a man, waole virtues, genero- 


| 

| | 

„lity, and ſingularities are lo univerſally known ? | 
„as one of the moſt generous, yet whimſical, ov 


„men in the kingdom; a man of conſummate 
„benevolence.“ — „Something; perhaps, too | 
„much Jo,“ replied Mr. Burchell, „at leaſt he - 4 

„carried benevolence to an exceſs when young; 
„for his paſhons were then ſtrong and as they 
„all were upon the ſide of virtue, they led it 
„up to a romantic extreme. IIe carly began to 

„aim at the qualifications of the ſoldier and the 
„ſcholar; was foon diſtinguiſhed in the army, 
„and had ſome reputation among mei of lear- 

„ning. Adulation ever follows the ambitious; 
 »»Ffor Iuch alone receive moſt pleaſure from flat- 
- ytery. He was ſurrounded with crowds, who 

„ſhewed bim only one ſide of their character; 

„ſo that he began to loſe a regard for private 
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„intereſt in univerſal ſympathy. He loved all 8 
„mankind; for fortune prevented him from ll 

- knowing that there were ralcals. Phyſicians | 
„tell us of a disorder in which the*whole body E | 

„is ſo exquiſitely ſenſible, that the llighteſtt 
 »touch gives pain: what ſome have thus ſuffe- if 
nured in their perſons, this gentleman felt in his . 


- —— 
— 
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„mind. The lighteſt diſtreſs, whether real or N 

„ fictitious, touched him to the quick, and his 
»{oul laboured under a ſickly ſenſibility of the 
 »mUeries of others. Thus diſpoſed to relieve, 

wit will be eaſily conjectured, he found numbers 

ydilpoſed to ſolicit: his profuſions began to im- 

„pair his fortune, but not his good - nature; i 

 wthat, indeed, was ſeen to encreale as the  _. | 
other ſeemed to decay: he grew improvident 
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Has he grew poor; and though he talked like a | 
yman of ſenſe, his actions were thoſe of a fool. | 
Still, however, being ſurrounded with impor- | 
„tunity, and no longer able to ſatisfy every re- 
v mqueſt that was made him, inſtead of money he 
gave 1 1 They were all he had to be- 

* and he had not reſolution enough to give 
„any man pain by a denial. By this he drew 
„round him crowds of dependants, whom he 

„was ſure to diſappoint; yet wiſhed to relieve. 
„Theſe hung upon him for a time, and left him 
H with merited reproaches and contempt. But 
vin proportion as he became contemptible to 
„others, he became deſpicable to himſelf, His 
„mind had leaned upon their adulation, and 
„that ſupport taken away, he could find no 
„pleaſure in ihe applauſe of his heart, which 
he had never learnt to reverence. The world | 


7 „poſe, in | 
_  ,velled through Europe on foot, and now, 
v though he has ſcarce attained the age of thirty, 

„his circumſtances are more affluent. than ever. 
„At preſent, his bounties are more rational and | 
„moderate than before; but ſtill he r 
Bs | NE ad 7 


7” 


„now began to wear a different aſpect; the flat- 
„tery of his friends began to dwindle into ſim- 
„ple approbation. Approbation loon took the _ 
„more friendly form of advice, and advice when! 
„rejected produced their reproaches. He now 55 
„therefore found that ſuch friends, as benefits 
| »bad gathered round him, were little eſtimable: 
he now found that a man's own heart muſt be 
ever given to gain that of another. I now _ 
found that — — that — — I forget what T 
| was going to obſerve: in ſhort, Sir, he reſo Þþ| 
„ved to reſpect himſelf, and laid down a plan 
v of reſtoring his falling fortune. Tor this pur- 
Nis own whimſical manner, he tra- . 


2 By taking the curre 
of the family got [ 
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| «the character of an humouriſt, and finds moſt 
j - *plealure in eccentnc mn ð ͤ 
Mlyvy attention was ſo much taken up by Mr. 
Burchell's account, that I ſcarce looked forward 
as he went along, till we were alarmed by the 
cries of my family; when turning, I perceived 
my youngeſt daughter in the midſt of a rapid 
ſtream, thrown from her horſe, and firuggling 
with the torrent. She had ſunk twice, nor was 
it in my power to disingage myſelf in time to 
bring her relief. My ſenſations were even too 
| violent to permit my attempting her reſcue: ſhe 
| muſt have certainly periſhed, had not my com- 
| panion, perceiving ber danger, inſtantly plun- 
| ged in to her relief, and with ſome difficulty, 
- — her in ſafety to the oppolite ſhore. 
$* e farther up, the reſt 


ſe. Thus, after we were refrelhed at the 


next inn, and had dined together, as Mr. Bur- 
chell was going to a different part of the coun- 
try, be took leave; and we purſued our journey. 
My wife obſerving as we went, that- ſhe liked 
bim extremely, and proteſting, that if he had 
birth and fortune to entitle him to match into 
FF fuch a family as our's, ſhe knew no man ſhe 
would ſooner fix upon. I could not but mile 
to hear her talk in this lofty ſtrain, but I was 
never much diſpleaſed with thoſe barmleſs de- 
luſions, that tend to make us more happy. _ 
%%% DSS 08 ©," OMAP- 39 


ly over; where we had an 
opportunity of joinhg our acknowledgments to 
her's. Her gratitude may be more readily ima- 
gined than deſcribed: ſhe thanked her ee ; 
more with looks than words, and continued to 
lean upon his arm, as if ſtill willing to receive 
aſſiſtance. My wife alſo hoped one 45 


1 y to have 
1 e e of returning his kindneſs at her own 
| ho 


5 FEE 
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A proof that even the humble farm m may g grant 
lappineſs, wich depends not on circum inces, l 
but FG | | 


5 T; nx place of our retreat was in a little nolgh- = 
| bourhood, conſiſting of farmers, who tilled their 

i 1 ovn grounds „and were equal ſtrangers to o ö 
Jlence and poverty. As they had almoſt all che 15 

| conveniencies of life within themſelves, they 

. _ ſeldom viſited towns or cities in ſearch of ſuper- 
; fluity. Remote from the polite, they ſtill retai- 4 

=. ned the primaeval ſimplicity of manners; and 
8 5 frugal by habit, they ſcarce knew that tempe- | 
7 rance was a virtüe. They wrought with chear- | 

© 2 fulneſs on days of labour . obſeryed feſtivalss 


BE _ as intervals of idleneſs andÞpleaſure. They kept | 
Yi; Ap the Chriſtmas carol; ſent true-love knots on | 
'F Valentine morning, eat pancakes on Shrove- | 
1 tide, ſhewed their wit on the firſt of April, and | 
| N religiouſly cracked nuts on Michaelmas eve. | 
Y; Being apprized of our approach; the whole 
Ell. - | neighbourhood came out to meet their miniſter, 
Yi | | arch 3 in their fineſt cloaths, and preceded by a 
F Pipe and tabor. A fealt alſo was provided for 
ET. - our reception, at which we fate ran in 
t 


[IE down; and what the converſation wante 
wit, was made up in laughter. = X 
Our little habitation was "ROT at the ” 
foot of a ſloping hill, ſheltered with a beautiful 
underwood behind, ud a prattling river before ; | 
on one lide a meadow ,' on the other a green. 
My farm conſiſted of about twenty acres of ex- 
_ cellent land, porn given an hundred pound 


for my predeceſsor goodwill, Nothing could 
exceed thi nbatneſs of my little encloſures: the 


elme 


"" 
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elms and hedggrows, , appearing with e 
. Gble beauty. My houſe conſiſted of but one 
Kory, and was covered with thateh, which gave - 
it an air of great ſnugneſs; the walls on the in- 
. ide were nicely white - waſhed and my daugh- 
ters undertook to adorn them with pictures of 
their own deſigning. Though the lame room 
| ſerved us for parlour and kitchen, that only made 
it the warmer. Beſides, as it was kept with 
ah utmoſt neatneſs, the dilhes, 1 and 
coppers, being well ſcoured, and al diſpoſed in 
bright rows on the ſhelves, the eye was agree- 
_ ably relieved, and did not want richer furniture. 
_ There were three other apartments, one for my 
. wife and me, another for our two daughters, 
within our own, and the thud, n two beds, 
for the reſt of the children. 
I be little republic, to which 1 gave laws, 


. 5 avas regulated in the following manner. By 
lun riſe we all aſſembled in our common apart- _ 
ment; the fire _ previouſly kindled by tha 

1 


ſervant. After we had ſaluted each other with 
roper ceremony, for I always thought fit to 
þ +: up ſome mechanical forms of good breed- 
ing, without which freedom ever deſtroys 
_ fnendſhip, we all bent in g atitude to that 
being who gave us another day. This duty 
being performed, my lon and I went to purſue | 


our uſual induſtry abroad, while my wife and 


daughters employed themſelves in Providing 
breakfaſt, which was always ready at a ceitain 
time. I allowed half an hour for this meal, 


and an hour for dinner; which time was taken 


ap in innocent mirth between my, wife and 

daughters, and in philoſophical 2 be- 

tween my ſon and me. 

As we roſe with the lun, 10 we never pur- 
„„ oe 
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| ſued our labours after it was gone down, but | 
returned home to the expecting family, where 
ſmiling looks, a neat hearth, and plealant fire, 


were prepared for our reception. Nor were we 


without gueſts: ſometimes farmer Flamborough, : 


our talkative neighbour, and often the blind pi- 


5 | nb would pay us a viſit, and taſte our gooſe- 


erry wine; for the making of which we had 


| loſt neither the receipt nor the reputation. Theſe 


| harmleſs people had ſeveral ways of being good 85 


company: While one played, the other would 


5 ſing ſome. ſoothing ballad, Johnny Armſtrong's | 


laſt good night, or the cruelty of Barbara Allen. 


The night was concluded in the manner we be- 


5 gan the morning, my youngeſt boys being | ap- | 
Pointed to read the leſlons of the day, and ho 
that read loudeſt, diſtincteſt, and beſt, was to 
have an halfpenny on Sunday to put in the 

| Poor's box. ** 5 


not reſtrain. How well - ſoever I fancied my Ly 


When Sunday came, it was indeed a day 5 


of ſinery, which all my ſuinptuary edicts could 


lectures againſt pride had conquered the vanity _ 
of my daughters, yet I ſtill found them ſecretly 

attached to all their former finery: they ſtill lo- 

ved laces, ribbands, bugles and catgut; my 


wife herſelf retained a paſhon for her crimſon. 5 
5 e N becauſe I formerly happened to lay it 


became her. 


Ihe firſt Sunday in particular their behavi- _ 


our ſerved to mortify me. I had deſired my 
girls the preceding night to be dreſt early the 
next day; for I always loved to be at church a 
good while before the reſt of the congregation. 


They punctually obeyed my directions; but 


* 
. 


when we were to allemble in the morning at 
breakfaſt, down came my wife and daughters, 
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dreſt out in all their former ſplendour: their hair 
plaiſtered up with pomatum, their faces patched to 


| taſte, their trains bundled up into a heap behind, 
and ruſiling at every motion. I could not help ſmi- 


ling at their vanities particularly that of my wife, 
from whom Iexpected more diſcretion. In this 
exigency therefore, my only reſource was to 
order my ſon, with an important air, to call 
our coach. The girls were amazed at the com- 

mand; but J repeated it with more ſolemnity 

than before. — „Surely, my dear, you Jelt, 
cried my wife, „we can walk it perfectly well; 
owe want no coach to carry us now.“ „Lou 
miſtake, child,“ returned I, „we do want a 
„coach; for if we walk to church in this trim, 
„the very children in the pariſh will hoot after 
dus,“ — — „Indeed,“ replied my wife, „I al- 
„Ways imagined that my Charles was fond of 


| ſeeing his children neat and handſome about 
him.“ — „Lou may be as neat as you pleaſe,“ 


| Interrupted I, „and I ſhall love you the better 
For it; but all-this is not neatneſs, but frippery. 
„Theſe rufflings, and pinkings, and patchings 


bpwill only make us hated by all the wives of all 5 
5 „Our neighbours. | No 5 my children,“ con : ed 


| 1, more gravely, ,thole gowns may be altered 
„into ſomething of a plainer cut; for ſinery is 
„very unbecoming in us, who want the means 


„of decency. I do not know whether ſuch 


uyflouncing and ſhredding is becoming even in 
ofthe rich, if we conſider upon a moderate cal 
HyHsculation, that thenakednels of the indigent world 
may be cloathed from the trimmings of the vain.“ 


Ik̃)his remonſtrance had the proper effect; 


they went with great compoſure, that very in- 
ſtant, to change rer and the next day _ 


BY _ ſeldom, it di 
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at. t their. own requeſt, aw; in cutting 0 WM - 
nd 


their trains into Sunday wailtcoats for Dick a 


Bill, the two little ones, and what was fill 


more ſatisfactory, the, gowns ſeemed n 2 
5 1 this OY | 


* 


CHAP. v. 


4 neu > af great e angg introduced. What 


we Place moſt hopes upon, ded proves 
moſt fatal. 


| 4 a ſmall 00 from the houſe” wy prede- 
ceſlſor had made a feat, overſhaded by an 


g 3 the ſloping field, that was embelliſhed 


with blue-bells and centaury , talk of our chil. | 
dren with rapture, and enjoy the breeze that : 


0 waſted both health and harmony. 


Se In this manner we began to find that every a 
: Gtuation in life might bring its own peculiar. 
7-47 Pleaſures: every morning waked us to a repeti- 
tion of toil; but the evening 3 it ww . 1 


a cant hilarity. 


* Was about the © beginning of autumn, 5 on 
2 a ho- 


v - 


edge 
of hawthorn and honeyſuckle. Here, as, 
the weather was fine and our labour ſoon 
finiſhed, we uſually ſat together, to enjoy an 
| extenſive landſcape, in the calm of the evening. 
Here too we drank tea, which now was become 
an ͤoccaſional e ng and as we had it but 
ed a new joy, the preparations 
for it being made with no ſmall ſhare of buſtle 
and ceremony. On theſe occaſions, our two 
little ones always read for us, and they were 
regularly ſerved after we had done. Sometimes, 
to give a variety to our amuſements, the girls 
ſung to the guitar; and while they thus formed 
a little concert, my wife and I would ſtroll 


. cas tee nt” 


4: preſt by the hunters. We ha 
reflect upon the poor animal's distreſs, when we 


| early learnt the leſſon of 
cout of countenance. Upon which he let us 


or WAKEFIELD. 23 


A ne for 1 kept ſuch as intervals of relaxa- 


tion from labour, that T had drawn out my fa- _ 


mily to our uſual place of amuſement, and our 


young muſicians began their uſual concert., As 


we were thus engaged, we ſaw a ſtag bound 
nimbly by, within — twenty paces of where 
we were ſitting, and by its 1 it ſeemed 

not much time to 


perceived the do ogs and horſemen come ſweeping 


along at ſome 
very path it had taken. I was inſtantly for re- 


ſtopt, ſhort, and giving his horſe to a ſervant 


ance behind, and making the 


turning in with my family; but either curiolity 
or ſurprize, or ſome more hidden motive, held 
my wife and daughters to their ſeats. The 
huntsman, who rode foremoſt, paſt us with 
great Iwiftnelſs, followed by four or fiye perſons. 
more, who ſeemed in equal haſte. At laſt, a 
| young gentleman of a more genteel appearance 
than the reſt, came forward, and for a while © 


| regarding us, inſtead of purſuing the chace, 


— 


= . attended, approached us with a careleſs 


one certain of a kind 7 but they had 


know that his name was Thornhill, and that 


he was owner of the eſtate that lay, * ſome ex- 
ent round us. He again, . offered 3 
ſalute the female part of the family; and ſuch 


VPias the power of fortune and fine cloaths, that 
be foun 


. ſuperior air. He ſeemed to want no introduc- 
tion, but was going to ſalute my daughters as 


ooking preſumption 


_— no ſecond repulſe. As his addreſs, . 
| __ confident, was eaſy, we ſoon became, 


more familiar; and perceiving - -mulical inſtru- 
ments Tying = near, he begged to be ; favoured, | 
8 4 bh 


with - 


— 


* 


\ 
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with a ſong. As I did not approve of ſuch diſ-. 
roportioned acquaintances, I winked upon my _ 
| iters, in order to prevent their compliance; 
but my hint was counteracted by one from their 
* 1 ſo that with a chearful air they gave us 
a favourite ſong of Dryden's. Mr. Thornhill | 
ſeemed highly delighted with their performance | 
and choice, and then took up the guitar himſelf. 
He played but very indifferently, however, my [| 
_ eldeſt daughter repaid his former applauſe with | 
intereſt, and aſſured him that his tones were 
| louder than even thoſe of her maſter. At this 
compliment he bowed, which ſhe returned with 
a curtely. He praiſed her taſte, and ſhe com- 
mended his underſtanding: an age could not 


| haye made them better acquainted. While the 5 


fond mother too, equally happy, inſiſted upon 
| her landlord's ſtepping in, and taſting a glas f 
her gooſeberry. The whole family . 


eemed ear | 


_ neſt to pleaſe him: my girls attempted to enter- | 


| tain him with topics they thought moſt modern, 
while Moſes, on the contrary, gave him a 


queſtion or two from the ancients, for which he | 


had the ſatisfaction of being laughed at: my Þ} 
| little ones were no leſs buſy, and fondly ſtuck Þ} 
- cloſe to the ſtranger. All my endeavours could | 
ſcarce keep their dirty fingers from handling and 
tarniſhing the lace on his cloaths, and lifting, 
up the flaps of his pocket-holes, to fee what 
was there, At the approach of evening he toox!x!Rõ 
leave; but not till he had requeſted permiſſion 


to renew his viſit, which, as he was our land- 1 


lord, we moſt readily agreed to. 


As ſoon as he was gone, my wife called a 


council on the conduct of the day. She was of £0 


opinion, that it was a moſt fortunate hit; for 
that ſhe had known even firanger things than 


5 „ly ſo, indee 
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that brought to bis. She 3 again to „0 
the day, in which we might hold up our heads 


with the beſt of them; and concluded, ſhe pro- 


teſted the could fee no reaſon, why- the two 


Miſs Wrinklers ſhould marry great fortunes, : 
and her children get none. As this laſt argument 


was directed to me, I proteſted I could lee no 


reaſon for it neither, nor why Mr. Simpkins got 

the ten thouſand pound prize in the lottery, and. 
wee late down with a blank. „I proteſt, Char- 
les, k cried my wife, „this is the way you al- 


Ways damp my girls and me when weare in ſpir- 


„its. Tell me, Sophy, my dear, what do you 


„think of our new viſitor? Don't you think he 


»leemed to be gobd-natured ?* — — Immenſe- 
45 Mamma ,* replied ſhe, I think 


„he has/a great deal to ſay upon every thing 
„and is never at a loſs; and the more trifling 


-'"-"othe ſubject, the more he has to ſay. — —_ 
„Les,“ cried Olivia, „he is well enough for a 
„man; but for my part, I don't much like him, 
vhe is fo extremely impudent and familiar; but 
„on the guitar he is ſhocking.“ Theſe two laſt 


ſpeeches I interpreted by contraries. I found 


by this, that Sophia internally deſpiſed, as | 


much as Olivia ſecretly admired him. — -— 
„Whatever may be your opinions of him my 


v children, cried I, „to confels. a truth, he bas 
v mot prepoſleſt me in his favour. Difproportio- > 
ned friendſhips ever terminate in diſguſt, and I 


| thought notwithſtanding all his eaſe, that he 


e \Feemed perfeetly ſenſible of the diſtance bet- 


„ween us. Let us keep to companions of our 


= _yjzown rank. There is, no character more con- 
nmtemptible than a man that is a fortunehunter; 


„and I can fee no reaſon why fortunehuntin 


1 ſhould not be contemptible too. Thus, 
| 'B 5 . nat 
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out beſt, we ſhall be contemptible, if his views 
vybe honourable; but if they be otherwiſe, 1 
„ſhould ſhudder but to think 9 It is true, 
„I have no apprehenſions from the conduct of 
„my children, but I think there are ſome from 
„his character.“ I would have proceeded, but 
for the interruption of a ſervant from the Squire, 
ho, with his compliments, ſend us a ſidg of 
veniſon, and a promiſe to dine with us ſome 
days after. This well timed preſent pleaded more 
powerfully in his favour, than any thing 1 
| had to ſay could obviate. I therefore continued 
ſilent, ſatisfied with juſt having pointed out dan- 
- "ory and leaving it to their own diſcretion to 
avoid it. That virtue, which requires to . 


; ever 1 is + oarce worth ithe — 


. CHAP. VI. 
Tue happineſs of a country fire- fide. 


1 we carried on the former diſpute with fan 
degree of warmth, in order to accommodate 
matters, it was univerſally agreed, that we 
ſhould have a part of the veniſon for ſupper, 
and the girls undertook the taſk with alacrity. 
„I am ſorry, cned I, „that we have no neigh- | 
bour or ſtranger to take a part in this good cheer: _ 
„ feaſts of this kind acquire a double reliſh from 
„hoſpitality.“! — — „Bleſs me,“ cried my wife 


„here comes our good friend Mr. Burchell that 5 


„ſaved our Sophia, and that run you down fair- 


v»ly in the argument,“ — ,,Confute me in argu- 
ment child!“ cried I. „Lou miſtake there, my. 
| dear. I believe there are but few that can do, 


ED „that: I yever diſpute your abilities at making 


all 2 and I beg you'll leave argument to 
me — a I * „Poor Mr. Burchell⸗ * 
| | 5 3355 
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|| tered the houſe, nnd was eee by the fa- 
| mily, who, ſhook him heartily- by the band, 
while little Dick officiouſly reached him a chair. 
T was pleaſed with the poor man afeiendibis. TE 
for two ef ; becauſe I knew that he wanted 
mine, and I knew him to be friendly as far as 
be was able. He was known in our neighbour- 
bood by the character of the poor gentleman, 
| that would do no good, when he was young, IL 
though he was not yet thirty. He would at in- 
tervals talk with-great good ſenſe; but in gene- 
| rat he was fondeſt of the company of children, 
whom he uſed to call harmleſs little men. He 
| Was famous, I found for ſinging them ballads 
and telling them ſtories ; and ſeldom went out 
| without ſomething in his pockets for them, a 
piece of ginger-bread, or an halfpenny whiſtle, 
Ile generally came for a few days into our 
| neighhourhood once a year, and lived upon the 
_. neighbours holpitality. He late down to ſupper. 
| among us, and my wife was not ſparing ef her 
gooſeberry wine. The tale went round; he 
0 Fon us old ſongs, and gave the children the 
{| fiory of the Buck of Beverland, with the hiſtory 
of Patient Grisſel, the adventures of Catſkin, 
and then Fair Rolamond bower. Our cock, 
| which always crew at eleven, now told us it 
was time forrepole; but an unforeſeen difficulty 
ſtarted about lodging the ſtranger: all our bets. 
were already taken up; and it was too late to 
| ſend him to the next alchouſe. In this dilemma, . 
little Dick offered him his part of the bed, if 
his brother Moſes would let him he with him; | 
„And I,“ cried Bill, will give Mr. Burchell my 
per, 1 my liſters will take me to theirs, ——, 
| ,,Well done, my good children,“ cried I, „ho- 
7 * is one of the firſt * Cuties. The 
1 | be eaſt 
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| beaſt retires to its 1 and hs bird flies to 
nits neſt; but helpleſs man can only find refuge 
5 „from his fellow - creature. The greateſt ſtran- 
„ger in this world, was he that came to ſave it. 

„Le never had an houſe, as if willing to ſee 


„what hoſpitality was left remaining amongſt _ 


»„us. Deborah, my dear, “ cried I to my wife, 


give thoſe boys a lump of ſugar each, and let E 


- r be the largeſt, becauſe he {poke firſt. 4 


In the morning early I called out my whole „ 


5 family to help at ſaving an aftergrowth of hay, 


and our gueſt offering his aſſiſtance, he was ac- 
cepted among the number. Our labours went 


on lightly, we turned the ſwath to the wind, I 
went foremoſt, and the reſt followed in due ſuc- 
ceſſion. I could not avoid, however, obſerving 


the alkduity of Mr. Burchel] ; in aſhſting my dea 5 


ter Sophia in her part of the taſk. When 


had finiſhed his own, he would join in her's, . 


and enter into a cloſe converſation: but I had 
too good an opinion of Sophia's underſtanding, 
and was too well convinced of her ambition, to 


be under any uneaſineſs from a man of broken 1 


fortune. When we were finiſhed, for the day, 


Mr. Burchell was invited as on the night before 
but he refuſed, as he was to lie that night ata | 
neighbour's, to whole child he was carryig a 


whiſtle, When gone, our converſation at [up- 
per turned upon our late unfortunate gueſt, _ 
„What a ſtrong inſtance,“ [aid I, „is that poor 


© man of the mileries attending a youth of levity _ 
„Hand extravagance. He by no means wants 


| wſenſe, which only ſerves to aggravate his for- 
„mer folly. Poor forlorn creature, where are 


ynow the revellers, the flatterers, that he could 


„once inſpire and command! Gone, perhaps to 


. __— the ans” nn . rich by has 5 
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extravagance. They once praiſed him, and 
„now they applaud the pander; their former 
„raptures at his wit are now converted into ſar- 
„casms at his folly, he is poor, and perhaps de- 
y„iſerves poverty; for he has neither the ambition 
„to be independent, nor the ſkill to be uſeful.“ 
Prompted perhaps by ſome ſecret reaſons, I de- 
livered this obſervation with to much acrimony, 
which my Sophia gently reproved. „Whatſoev- 
Her his former 2 may be, Papa, his cir- 
ycumſtances ſhould exempt him from cenſure now. 
„His preſent indigence is a ſufficient pun _ 
H ilhment for former folly; aud I have heard 
vymy Papa himſelf ſay, that we ſhould never 
Hſtrike unneceſſary blow at a victim over &F 
 »ywhom providence holds the ſcourge of its reſent-- 
„ment.“ — — „Lou are right, Sophy,* cried 
my ſon Moles, „and one of ihe ancients finely _ 
{ repreſents lo malicious a conduct, by the at- 
_  »tempts of a ruſtic to flay Marſyas, whole ſkin, 
„„the fable tells us, had been wholly ſtript off by 
| ,,another. Beſides I don't know, if this poor 
 ___ ,,man's ſituation be ſo bad as my father would 
Hrepreſent it. We are not to judge of the feel- 
_ ings of others by what we might feel if in their 
3 place. However dark the\babitation of the mo- 
| 2416 to our eyes, yet the animal itſelf finds the 
napartement ſufficiently lightſome. And to con- 
 +zfeſs a truth, this man's mind ſeems fitted to his 
y ſtation; for IJ never heard any one more 1 right- 
Hy than he was to- day, when he eee with 
„you.“ — — This was ſaid without the leaſt de- 
_ Ggn, however it excited a bluſh, which ſhe ſtro-— 
ve to cover by an affected laugh, aſſuring him, 
that ſhe ſcare took any notice of what he ſaid to 
ber; but that ſhe believed he might once have 
been a very fine gentlemau. The readineſs with 
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prove; but I repreſt my ſuſpicions. 


4s we expected our landlord the next day, my 
wife went to make the venifon paſty, Moles fate 
reading while IJ taught the little ones; my daugh- 
ters ſeemed equally buſy with the reſt, and I ob- 
| ſerved them for a good while cooking ſomething 
over the fire. I at firſt ſuppoſed they were aſhſt- 
ing their mother; but little Dick informed wo 
in a whilper, that they were making a waſh for 
the face. Waſhes of all kinds I had a natural 
antipathy to; for I knew that inſtead of mending 
tze complexion they ſpoiled it. I therefore ap- 
proached my chair by fly degrees to the fire, and | 

- graſping the poker, as if it wanted mending, ſee- | 
mingly by accident, overturned the whole com- 
poſition, and it was too late to begin another. 


5 CHAP. VII. 


A town · wit deſcribed. The dulleſt fellows may = 


learn to be comical | for a mght or tuo. 
Wars the morning arrived, on which we were | 


to entertain our young landlord, it may be eaſily 
ſuppoſed what proviſions were exhauſted to make 
an appearance. It may alſo be conjectured that 
my wife and daughters expanded their gayeſt | 

plumage upon this occaſion. Mr. Thornhill came 

with a couple of friends, his chaplain and feeder. 
The ſervants, who were numerous, he politely | 
ordered to the next alehouſe; but my wife, in 
tte triumph of her heart, inſiſted on entertaining 
 __ them all; for which, by the bye, our family || 
was pinched for three wecks after, As Mr. Bur- 
| chel] had hinted to us the day before, that he 


was 
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was making ſome propoſals of mariage to Miſs 
; Wilmot, my {on George's former miſtreſs, this a 
be. | ang deal damped the heartineſs of his reception: 
put accident, in ſome meaſure, relieved our em- 
buarrasment; for one of the company happening 
to mention her name, Mr. Thornhill obſerved | 
with an oath, that he never knew any thing 
more abſurd than calling ſuch a fright a beauty: 


V For ſtrike me ugly,“ continued he, „if T ſhould 


not find as much pleaſure in chooling my 
„ miſtreſs by the information of a lamp und- 
„er the clock at St. Dunſtan's.* At this he 
laughed, and fo did we: — the jeſts of the rich 
are ever ſucceſsful. Olivia too could not avoid 
Whispering, loud enough to be heard, that he 


had an infinite fund of humour. 


After dinner, I began with my uſual toaſt, . 
the church; for this I was thanked by the cha- 


plain, as he ſaid the church was the only mis- 


trels of his affections. — „Come tell us hon 
ſtly, Frank,“ ſaid the Squire, with his bſual- 
aarchneſs, „ſuppoſe the church, your preſent mis- 
Hyvtreſs, dreſt in lawn ſleeves, on one hand, and 
| ©" » Miſs Sophia, with no lawn about her, on the 
other, which would you be for?* „For both, 
n to be fure,* cried the chaplain, — , Right 
V Frank,“ cried the Squire; „for may this plaſs 
y ſuffocate me but a fine girl is worth all the ꝑrieſt:- 
"Craft in the creation. For what are tythes and 
„tricks but an impoſition, all a confounded im- 
n poſture and I can prove it.“ — „I wiſh you 
would,“ cried my ſon „Moſes, and I think,“ con- 
tinued he, „that I ſhould be able to anſwer you.“ 
: - wy „Very Well 5 „Sirz“ cried the Squire , who , | 
immediately ſmoaked him, and winking on the: 
reſt of the company, to prepare us for * 


* 


— 
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wif you 4 are for a cool e upon that 1 
„ject, I am ready to accept the challenge. And 
firſt, whether are you for managing it analogi- 


9 


cally, or dialogically?« „[am for managing it 


rationally ,+ cned Moſes, quite happy at being 
„Good again,“ cried the 


permitted to diſpute. 
„Squire, and apt & of the firſt, I hope yow!ll 
„not deny that whatever is, is. 


make the beſt of it.“ — „I hope too, returned 


the other, „you'll grant that a part is leſs than 

: „the whole.“ „I grant that too, cried Moles, _ 
Mit is but juſt and reaſonable.« — — „I hope,“ 

_ eried the Squire, „you will not deny, that the 

two angles of a triangle are equal to two right 
v ones?“ — „Nothing can be = 
t'other, and looked es 3 his uſual impor- 

- tance. — — „Very well,“ cried the Squire, 

. ſpeaking very quick, „the promiſes being thus 

1 »lettled, I proceed to obſerve, that the conca- 
Htenation of ſelf - exiſtences, proceeding in a 
uce a 


„reciprocal duplicate ratio, naturally pro 


mean ten? dialogism, which in lome mea- 


„ure proves, that the ellence of ſpirituality 0 7 ; 
„Hold, 
| bold. « cried the other, „I deny that: Do you 
„think I can thus tamely ſubmit to ſuch hetero- 
f des doctrines?“ — „What,“ replied the Squi- 
re, as if in a paſſion, „not ſubmit! Anſwer me 
vHone plain queſtion: Do you think Ariſtotle right _ 
when he ſays, that relatives are related?“ „Un- 
vdoubtedly,“ replied the other. 
.cried the Squire, „anſwer me directly to what 1 
v» propoſe: Whether do you judge the analytical 
ninveſtigation of the 21 port. of = enthymem 


„be referred to the lecond predicable.“ 


* 


If you don't 
„grant me that, I can go no Further 4 „Why, . 
returned Moſes, „I think T may grant that, and 


ainer,“ returned . 


„If lo then,“ 


* * 
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| ;leficient ſecundum quod, or quoad minus, and give _ 


„me your reaſons: give me your reaſons I ſay, di- 
_ zrectly.* „I proteſt,“ cried Moſes, „I don't right- 

„ comprehend the force of your reaſoning ; but 

af it be reduced to one ſimple propoſition I fancy 

„it may then have an anfwer.* — — „O, Sir, 
_ cried the Squire, „I am your moſt humble ſer- "ol 
vant; I find you want me to furniſh you with ” 
- argument and intellects too. No, Sir, there 
Vl proteſt you are too hard for me.“ This effec 

f dy raiſed the laugh againſt poor Moſes, who. 

late the only diſmal figure in a groupe of merry 
faces: nor did he offer a ſingle fyllable more du- 
ring the whole entertainment. 
But though all this gave me no pleaſure, it 
| had a very different r 57 Olivia, who miss-. 
took it for humour, though but a mere act of 
the memory. She thought him therefore a very, 
ine gentleman; and Fach, as conſider what pow 
erful ingredients a good figure, fine cloaths, 
and fortune, are in that character; will eaſily 
forgive her. Mr. Thornhill, notwithſtanding 
his real ignorance, talked with eaſe, and could 
expatiate upon the common topics of converſa- 
tion with fluency. It is not ſurpriling then that 
| ſuch talents ſhould win the affections/ of a girl, 
who by education was taught to value an appea- 
rance in herſelf and cconlequently to ſet a value 
+ 
Upon his departure, we again entered into 
2 debate upon the merits of our young landlord. . 
As he directed his looks and converſation-to Oli- 
via, it was no longer doubted but that ſhe was 
the object that induced him to he our yifiter. Nor 
did ſhe ſeem to be much diſpleaſed at the inno- 
cent raillery- of her brother and iter upon this 
occaſion. Even Deborah * ſeemed to ſhare 
„ Rs ade o.- OW 


* 
| 
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"the 5 of the: day, and exulted in her dangb- 
ter's victory as if it were her o-] n. „And 
„now, my dear cried the to me, Tn fauly 
| own, that it was I that :ofirected my girls to 
vencourage our landlord's addrelles,' T had al- 
„ways ſome ambition, and you now ſee that, 1 
„was right; for Who knows how this may end? 
„Ay, who knows that indeed,“ anſwered I, witk 
„a groan: for my part I don't much like it; and 
„1 could have been better pleaſed with one that 
„was poor and honeſt, than this fine gentleman 5 
„with his fortune and infidelity; for depend ont 
 _ oif he be what Iſuſpect him, no e thall 8 
never have a child of ming.“ | 
Sure, father,“ cried Moſes 's you are too 
u ſevere in this; for heaven will never arraign;, 
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„him for what he thinks but for what he does. 


„Every man has a thouland vicious thoughts, 
which : - ariſe - without his Power -to ſuppreſs. 
Bhinking freely of religion, may be involunta- 
wry with this gentleman: fo. that allowing his 
| ſentiments to be wrong, yet as he is 3 paſ- 
five in his aſſent, he is no more to be blamed 
„for his errors than the governor-of a city with- 
out walls for the ſhelter he is os to nd. 
van invading enemy.“ 
V»True, my ſon, cried I; Hat the A: - 
„nor invites the enemy there, he is juſtly cul- 
 »pable. And ſuch is always the caſe with thoſe 
„wo embrace error. The vice does not lie in 
Haſſenting to the proofs they ſee; but in being 
„blind to many . prooſs that oſſer. So that 
„though, our erroneous, opinions be involuntary 
_ »when formed, yet as we b 
nrupt, or very: negligent in forming them, we 
„delerve ens: or our et or e 5 
3 for our Ln a . e 


ve been wilfully cor- 
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My wife now kept up the converſation, - 
though not the argument: ſhe obſerved, that ſe- 
veral very prudent men of our acquaintance were 
free thinkers, and made very good huſbands; 
and ſhe knew ſome ſenſible girls that had ſkill | 


enough to make converts of their ſpouſes: „And 
who knows, my dear,“ continued ſhe, „what 
„Olivia may he able to do. The girl has a 
5 great deal to lay upon every ſubject, and to 
vymy knowledge is very well {killed in contro- 
„Why, my dear, what controverſy can ſhe 
„have read?“ cried I. „It does not occur to me 
„that IJ ever put ſuch books into her hands; you 
| „certainly overrate her merit.“ „Indeed, Pappa,“ 
replied. Olivia, „ſhe does not: I have read a 
„great deal of controverly. I have read the diſ- 
V putes between Thwackum and Square; the con- 
f 


„troverſy between Robinſon Cruſoe and Friday 

„the ſavage, and I am now employed in reading 
„the controverſy in religious courtſhip. — = 
„Very well, “ cried I, that's a good girl, I find 
wou are perfectly qualified for making converts, | 
band Jo go help your mother to make the goole- 


_ CHAP. VIII 


a amour, which promiſes little good fortune, yet 
CFT 
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A Tu noxt mornin wo were again viſited by Mr. 

Burchell, — began for certain as: "x ty to 

Ba 88 with the frequency of his return; 
bit I could not refuſe him my company and fire- 
lde. It is true his labour more than requited his 
entertainment; for he wrought among us with 
„%%% ²²m vigour 


* 2 1 1 
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y the ule of contraſt better, and upon that f 
_ wartfully managed, all firength i the pat 


: vigour, and Aber 4 in | the 3 or at the hay- 
rick put himſelf foremoſt. Beſides, he had al- 
ways ſomething amuſing to ſay that leſſenedrour 


toil, and was at once ſo out of the way, and 


yet 10 ſenſible, that T loved, laughed at and pi- 

tied him. My only diſlike aroſe from an attach⸗ 
ment he diſcovered to my daughter. He would, 
in a jeſting manner, call her his little miſtreſs, 
and when he bought each of the girls a ſet of 

ribbands, hers was the fineſt, Lk new not how, 
but be every day ſeemed to become more amiable, 
his wit to improve and his W tenen to N 
the ſuperior airs of wisdom. 


Our family dined in the field, and we late, 


or 8 reclined, round a temperate repaſt, un 
cloth ſpread upon the hay, while Mr. Burchell 
5 2 E to the feaſt. To heigliten our 
latisfaction two blackbirds anſwered. each other 


from oppoſite hedges, the familiar redbreaſt came 


and pecked the crumbs from our hands, and eve- 
ry ſound ſeemed but the eeho of tran quilliry. „I 
zmever fit thus, “ ſays Sophia, - I think of 
 vthe two lovers, ſo ſweetly deſcribed by Mr. 
Hey, who were ſtruck dead in each other's 
Harms. There is ſomething ſo pathetic in the 


„deſcription, that I have read it an hundred times : 


5 „with new rapture. 4 — — „In \my opinion,“ f | 
cried my ſon, ,,the fineſt e! in that deſcrip- 
„tion are much below thoſe in the Acis and Ga- 


»iatea of Ovid. The Roman poet r ne a 
re, 

etic - 
„depends.“ — — „It is remarkable,“ cried Mr. 


Burchell, „that both the poets you mention have 
nequally contributed to introduce a falſe taſte 
into their reſpective countries, by loading all 
vtheir * with — Nen off little genius 
a, ; 
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4 Sounk, them moſt eaſily imkatod i in their Aefects, I 
+ „and Engliſh poetry, like that in the latter em- 


»pire of Rome, is nothing at preſent but a com- 


bination of luxuriant images, without plot or 
„connexion; a ſtring of epithets that improve the 
 »ſound, without crying on the ſense. But per- 


„haps, Madam, while I thus reprehend others, 


„you'll think it juſt that I ſhould give them an 


„opportunity to retaliate and indeed I have made 


vthis remark only to have an 9 of in- 

SR »troducing to the company a 
„whatever be its other Tow, is I think at leaſt TK 
: 05 from thole 1 have mentioned. 


allad, which, 


"x BALLAD. 


. * . gentle hermit of the dale, 

— „ guide my lonely way, 

„To where yon taper cheers the vale 
„With hoſpita le ray. 


= „For here, forlorn and let 1 WR 
| „With fainting ſtep and Nlow; 

„Where wilds immealurably ſpread, 

Seem lengthening as I go.“ 


„Forbear, my ſon ,* the hermit cries, 
„To tempt-the dangerous gloom ; 
»PFor vonder faithleſs phantom flies 

„To lure thee to thy doom. 


Here to the houſeleſs child of want, 
„My door is open fall ; » 
And tho my portion is but ſean, | 

»I give it with good will. 


E »Then turn to night, and freely mare 
V„Whate'er my cell beſtows; 
; „My ruſhy qauch, and frugal fare, 


dy bleſho and repole. ke 
I 85 TM 838 = 


— 
„No flocks that, range "RA valley "LL 


„But from the mountain's tbe the; Nw” 


1 8 ke m od ſtranger lowly bends, 


„A ſcrip with herbs and krults 1 
„And water from the ſpring _ 


| „Then, pilgrim, turn, thy cares 2 's 


»Man wants but little here below, 
Nor wants that little long, « 


5 Soft a as Wr dew from heav'n deſcends, 


Far i in a wilderneſs obſcure 


| A refuge to the neighbouring poor 
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„To ſlaughters L condemn; | 
„Tau ht by that power that pities me, 
1 Thnks to pity them. 


RE guiltleſs fealt I bring; 
„All earth - born cares are wron 


entle accents fell: 


And follows to the cell. 


The lonely manſon lay, 
And ſtrangers led aſtray. 


No fiores beneath its bumble thatch 


And gaily 


Requir'd a maſter's care; 


5 The wicket opening with a latch, 


| Receiv'd. the harmleſs pair. 


5 And now when buſy crowds retire 


Io take their evening reſt, 


The hermit trimm'd his little fire 


And cheer 'd his penſive gueſt; | 


And ſpread his v 2 e ſtore, 
and Imil'd, 


5 And Rh in egendary lore, 


1 5 * * 


Around : 


* 
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Around in ſympathetic mirth Wore 
Its tricks kitten tries, 
| Theicricket chirrups in the hd 


The crackling faggot flies. e 


But no por Bom a charm impart 

Io0o ſooth the firanger's woe; 

For grief was heavy — his heart, 
And tears began to flow. 


His riſing cares Me hermit ſpy'd, 
With anſwering care oppreſt: „ 
„Aud whence, unhappy: | vo 6 be ery” d, 
„The ſorrowys of thy b reaſt 1 175 


| „From better habitation — 
3 „Reluctant doſt thou rove; 
„Or grieve for friendſhip unreturn wa, 
V Or unregarded love? 


VH Alas? the joys that fortune 2 | 
vuAre trifling and decay; | 
»And thoſe who prize the paltry ming, 
„More trifling fell than they. 


6.7 „And what is friendſhip but a name, 
Ws „A charm that lulls to fleep; 
„ 1 ſhade that follows wealth or fame, 
8 N leaves the wretch to weep? 


| „And 14 is fill an emptier found, 
„The modern fair one's jeſt. 
„On earth unſeen, or only found 
e ng: warm the turtle's neſt. . 


: Tor ſhame, fond youth, thy forrows huſh, 1 
. V And ſpurn the ſex,“ he ſaid: 
But, while he ſpoke, a riſing 5 
. His 1 lorn — aa 
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= Surpriz'd he A new e 
Svift mantling to the view, 
. Like colours 0'er the x" "Ar 
As bright, as tranſient too. 


3 look, che riſing break, 
Alternate ſpread alarms, ...-. 
The lovely ſtranger ſtands confeſt 


A maid 1 in * charms. 


And; ab, forgive a Mang er rude, 
HA wretch forlorn, “ he cryd, 
„ Whoſe feet unhallow'd thus intrude ; 
V Where heaven and you reſide 


: „But let a maid thy pity ſhare, Ent 
5 om love has taught to ſtray; : 
„Who locks for reſt, but nds N J 


„Companion of . way. 


„My father liv'd beſide the Tyne, 
„A wealthy lord was he: ies 
„And all his wealth was mark d as mine, 85 
5 „He haid but only me. _ 


5 »To win me from his tender arms, 
„Unnumber d ſuitors came; 
V Who prai'sd me for imputed charms, 
„And felt or feign n'd a flame. 


| „Each hour a mercenary crowd 
„With richeſt proffers firove: \ 
„Among the reſt young Edwin bow! d, 
„But never talk d of love. | 


. „1 humble ſimpleſt habit dad, 


2 „No wealth nor power had "PO 
„Wilden and worth were all be had, 


»But theſe \ were all to me. 1 
150 | | »The 5 


Ul 
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5 „The bloſſom 
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opening to the day 

______,,The dews of 2 refn'd, _ 

„Could nought of purity ay; 
„To emulate his mind. 


„The dew, the bloſſom on the tree; 
VFk; With charms inconſtant ſhine; 
„Their charms were his , but woe to me, 
„Their conſtancy was mine. 


: „For ſtill I try d each fickle ert, 

3 a ate and van; 
„And bie paſſion touch'd my ben, 
1 3 ih — in bis pain. 5 


| „Tin quite dejected with my leon, 
„He left me to my pride 

„And ſought a ſolitude forlorn, 
vin ſecret, where he died. 


„But mine the ſorrow , mine the fault, 
Hand well my life ſhall pay, 
„III ſeek the ſolitude he ſought, . 
v And ſtretch me where he lay. - — — ' 


„And there forlorn deſpairing hid, 
Il lay me down and die; 


„ was ſo for me that Edwin did, 


— „And fo for hin will I.“ 


„ Forbid it heaven!“ the bernüt ery'd, 
And claſp'd her to his breaſt: 
The wondering fair one turn'd to chide, 


is Twas Edwin s ſelf that preſt. 


. „Turn, Angelina, ever dear, 


___ ,My charmer, turn to fee, Þ 
5 * _ L as long loſt Edwin here, 


C 5 . . | 


62S 4 


_ 4 
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1 5 4 Sophy had made a conque 


1 ll my Men 


„Thus let me hold the to er bert, 
vad evry care reſign: 
71 „And ſhall we never, never part, 
VymMy life, — — my all that's ning? - 


Nox; never, * this hour to part, 
„Weill live and love ſo true; 
„The ſigh that rends thy conſtant heart, 5 
55 „Shall break thy Edwin's too.“ 


While, this ballad was reading, Sophia ſee - 


med to mix an air of tenderneſs with her appro- 
| bation. But our tranquillity was ſoon diſturbed 
by the report of a gun juſt by us, and immedia- 
tely after a man was ſeen burſting through „ 
| hedge, to take up the game he had killed. This 
| ſportſman was the Squire's cha _— who had 
ſhot one of the blackbirds that 
tertained us. So loud a report, and ſo near, 
ſtartled my daughters; : and I could perceive that: 
Sophia in 5 fright had thrown. herſelf into Mr. 
Burchells arms for protection. The gentleman came 
up, and aſked pardon for having iurbed us, af- 
firming that he was ignorant of our being ſo near. 
He therefore ſate down by my youngeſt aughter, 
and ſportsman like, offered her what he had kil- 
led that morning. She was going to refuſe, but 


agreeably en- 


a private look from her mother ſoon induced her 


to correct the miſtake, and accept bis preſent, 
3 3 h with ſome reluctance. My wife, \as uſu- 


ilcovered her pride in a whiter, obſerving, 
of the chap- 


lain, as well as her ſiſter had of the 'Squi- 
re. TI ſuſpected, however, with more probabi- 
lity, that Ns alfections: were placed upon a dif- 
ferent object. The chaplain's errand was to in- 
form us, that Mr. Thornhill had provided muſic 
and refreſhments, and intended that night 1 4 


rf ͤd 8 


could thus prefer a man of 
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che ladies a ball by moonlight, © on the graſe- 
E dars. our door. „Nor can T deny,“ conti- 
nued he, „but! have an intereſt in being the firſt to 
Inndeliver this meſſage, as I expect for my reward 
zzto be honoured with Miſs Sophy's hand as a part- 


ver.“ To this my girl rephed, that ſhe ſhould 


| have no objection, if ſhe could do it with honour: 
„But here, © continued ſhe, is a gentleman,* 
booking at Mr. Burchell, „who has been my 
0 anion in the task for the day, and it is fit 
he ould ſhare in its amuſements.“ Mr. Bur- 
chell returned her a compliment for her inten- 
tions; but reſigned her upto the chaplain, ad- 
ding that he was to go that night five miles, 
being invited to an harveſt- ſup uPPer. His refuſal 
appeared to me a little extraordinary, nor could 
I conceive how ſo ſenſible a girl as my youngeſt, 
To oken fortunes to 
one whole expectations were much greater. But 


nas men are moſt capable of diſtinguiſhing merit 


in women, fo the ladies often form the trueſt 

332 of us. The two ſexes ſeem placed as 
es upon each other, and are furniſhed with 

1 e „adapted for — ie 


CHAP. IX. 


. 5 4 Two Ladies of £ reat diſti inction PSU Wy 8 i 


pPerior fnery ever ſeems to * ory 


breeding. 


| M. Burchell had ſcarce taken 11 da FI 


phia conſented to dance with the chaplain, when 


my little ones came running out to tell us, that 
che Squire was come, with a crowd of compa- 
my. Upon our return, we found our landlord, 


th a couple of under-gentlemen and two 
yor 8 . richly , * be en 
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a8 women of very -preat- diſtinction and faſhion 


from town. We ha 


enough for the whole co 


hill immediately propoſed that every gentleman 


jected to, notwithſtanding a look. of disapproba- 


tion from my wife. Moles was therefore diſpat - 


ched to borrow-a couple of chairs; and as we 
- . were in want of ladies to make up 'u ſet a coun- 
try- dances, the two gentlemen went with him 
in queſt of a couple of partners. Chairs and + 


partners were. ſoon provided. The gentlemen re- 


daughters, flaunting. with red top - knots, but 


an unlucky circumſtance was not adverte 4 to - : | | 
oh Though the Miſs Flamboroughs were reckoned 


ed mot to hase chairs 
but Mr. Thorn- 


| Hhould ſit in a lady's lap. This I pofitively ob- _ 


turned with my neighbour | Flamborough's ro ! 


the very heſt dancers in the pariſh, and under- 


food the Jig, and the round - about to perfection; 


yet they were totally unacquainted with coun- 2 
fry-dances. This at firſt diſcompoſed us: how- 


ever, after a little ſhoving and dragging, they 


at laſt went merrily on. Our muſik conſilied of = 8 
, fiddles, with A pipe and tabor. c The m 


ſhone bright, Mr. Thornhill and my eldeſt 


\ 


* 


daughter led up the ball, to the great deliglit of 
the ſpectators; for the neighbours hearing what 
was going forward, came flocking about us. | 
"My girl moved with fo much grace and vivacity, 
that my wife could not avoid discovering the 
pride of her heart, by aſſuring me, that though 
the little chit did it fo cleverly, all the ſteps 
Were ſtolen from herlelf. The ladies of the town 
ſtrove hard to be equally eaſy, but without 'ſuc- 
dels. They ſwam, [prawled, a and 
frilked, but all would not do: the gazers in- 
deed owned that it was fine; but neighbogr 


| Flamborough obſerved, that Mils Livys feet 


ſeemed 


_ ſeemed as pat to the muſic as its echo. After 


the dance had continued about an hour, the 


| two ladies „ who were 4 Re of catching 


cold, moved to break up 


the ball. One of them, 


-Þ thought, expreſſed her ſentiments upon this 
dccaſion in a very coarſe manner, when ſhe ob- 


ſerved , that by the living jingo > ſhe was all of a 


muck of ſweat. - Upon our return'-to the houſe, 

we found a very elegant cold ſupper, which 
Mr., Thornhill: had ordered to be brought with 
him: The converſation at this time, was more 


reſerved than before. The two ladies threw my 
girls quite into the ſhade ; for they would talk 
of nothing but high life, and high lived com- 


| pany; with other faſhionable topics, ſuch as 


pictures, taſte, Shakeſpeare, and the muſical 


| - glaſſes. Tis true they once er twice mortified 
[ns lenfibly by flipping out an oatli; but that ap- 
3 85 23 to me as the ſureſt ſymptoni of their di- 
Mnetion, (though I am ſince informed that ſwea- 
ring is perfectly unfaſhionable). Their finery, 
dowever, threw a veil over any grosneſs in their. 
converſation. My daughters ſeemed to regard 


their ſuperior accompliſhments with envy ; and 


what appeared amils was alctibed. to tip -top 


quality breeding. But the condescenſion of the 


ladies was ſtill fuperior to their other accompliſh- | 
ments. One of them obſerved, that had [Miſs 
Olivia ſeen a little more of the world, it would 


greatly improve her. To which the other added, 
at a ſingle winter in town would, make her 


. ietle-Sophia quite another thing, My wife warm- . 


* 


by aſſented to both; adding, that there was no- ; 


g ſhe more ardently wiſhed than to give her 


| girls a ſingle winter's poliſhing, To this I could 


wot help replying ,” that their breeding was alrea- 
dy ' ſuperior to their fortune, and that greater 


* 


5 


refinement would only ſerve to make their po- 
verty ridiculous, and give them a taſte for plea · 
ſures they had no right to poſſeſs.—— „And 
VH„what pleaſures,“ cried Mr. Thornhill, „do they 
uynot deſerve to poſſeſs, who have ſo much in 
„their power to bellow? As for my part 
„continued he, my fortune is pretty large; lo | 
„ve, liberty, and pleaſure, are my maxims; but 
vHcurſe me, if a ſettlement, of half my eſtate | 
could give my charming Olivia plealure, . it 
y„ſhould be hers; and the only favour I would 
vdaſk in return would be to add myſelf to the 
Hubenefit.“ L. was not ſuch a ſtranger to the 
world as to be ignorant that this was the faſhion-⸗ 
able cant to diſguiſe the inſolence of the baſeſt 
propoſal; but I made an effort to ſuppreſs my 
reſentment. „Sir,“ cried I, „the family which 
„you now condeſcend to fayour with your com- 
„pany, has been bred with as nice a ſenſe of 
33 as you. Any attempts to injure that, 
„may be attended with very dangerous conſe- 
Hquences. Honour, Sir, is our only polleſhow 
Hat preſent, and of that laſt treaſure we mult be 
V particulary careful.“ — — I was ſoon ſorry 
For the warmth with which I had ſpoken this, 
| when, the young gentleman, graſping my hand, 
ore be commended my ſpirit, though be diſapp- 
roved my ſuſpicions. „As to your preſent hint,“ 
„continued he, I proteſt nothing was farther from 
„my heart than ſuch a thotight. No, by all thats 
„tempting, the virtue that will ſtand a regula 
| oliege was never to my taſte; for all ny. amowrs 
_ gyjare carried by a coup de main.“ 

I be two ladies, who affected to be ignorant 
of the reſt, ſeemed highly diſpleaſed with this 
luaſt firoke of freedom, and began a very diſcreet: ' 
and ſerious dialogue upon virtue: ng | 
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| the chaplain, and I, ſoon joineda and the,*Squi- 
re himſelf was at laſt brought to confels a 
ſenſe of ſorrow for his former excelles. We 
talked of the pleaſures of temperance, and 
of the ſun-ſhine in the mind unpolluted with 
guilt. I was fo well pleaſed, that my little ones 
| were kept up beyond the uſual time to- be edifted 
by ſo much good converſation. Mr. Thornhill | 
even went beyond me, and demanded if I had 
x any objection to giving prayers? I joyfully em- 
braced the propolal, and in this. manner the 
night was palled in a moſt confortable way, till 
at laſt the company began to think of returning. 
The ladies ſeemed very unwilling to part with | 
my daughters; for whom they had conceived a 
particular affection, and joined in; a, requeſt to 
| | vous the pleaſure of their company home. The 
Squire ſeconded the propoſal, and my wife ad- 
| ded-her entreaties: the girls too looked upon me 
[as if they wiſhed to go. In this perplexity I made 
tro or three excules, which my daughters as 
readily removed; ſo that at laſt I was obliged to 
give a e refulal: for which we had 


nothing but ſullen looks and ſhort anſwers the 


: . 
The family endeavours to cope with their betters. 
- The miſeries of the poor, when they attempt 
to appear above their circumſtances. 


I now began to find that all my long and pain- 5 
ful lectures upon temperance, ſimplicity and "1 
Fx contentment, were entirely diſregarded. The 4 
Aiſtinctions lately paid us by our betters awaked ; 
tdtmat pride, which I had. laid aſleep, but not ar? | 
$ I e ZZ öͤöo]ĩ th 
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and could not help 


moved. Our windows again; as formerly, we- 


re filled with waſhes for the neck and face. 

The ſun was dreaded as an enemy to the ſkin 

without doors, and the fire as a ſpoiler of the 

complexion within. My wife obſerved, that ri- 

ſing too early would hurt her daughter's eyes, 
that working after dinner would 701 

ſes, and ſhe convinced me that the- hands never 
Jooked fo white, as when they did nothing. In- 


en their no- 


ſtead therefore of finiſhing George's ſhirts, we 


now Xhad them new modelling their old 'gauzes, 
or flouriſhing upon catgut. 'The poor Mils 
boroughs, their former gay companions, were 
caſt off as mean acquaintance, and the whole 
converſation ran upon high life and high lived 
company, with pictures, taſte, Shakeſpeare, and 
. ha mnbcal glales. 
But we could have borne all this, had not 
a fortune - telling gipſey come to raiſe us into per- 
fect ſublimity. The tawny ſybil no ſooner ap- 
peared, than my girls came running to me for a 
milling a piece to croſs her hand with ſilver. To 
ſay the truth, I was tired of being always wife, 
gratifying their requeſt, be- 
cauſe 1 loved to ſee them happy. I gave each of 
them a ſhilling; though for the honourtof the 
family, it muſt. be obſerved,, that they never 


went without money themſelves, as my wife al- 


Ways generoully let them have a guinea eacb, to 


keep in their pockets; but with ſtrict injunctions 


never to change it. After they had been cloſet- 
ted up with the fortune - teller for ſome time, I. 
knew by their looks, upon their returning; that 
 __ they had been promiſed ſomething great. — — - 
„Well, my girls, how have you ſped? Tell me, 
„Livy, has the fortuneteller given thee a penny- 
worth? — — „ proteſt, Papa, ſays the girl, 


1 


Flamm 


or | WAKEFIELD. 4 


2 [x TEVL ſhe 4 3 3 tle thats not - 
„right; for ſhe poſitively declared, that I am to 
„be married to a Squire in leſs than a twelve- 


Hmonth ?“ — — „Well, now Sophy, my child,“ 


ſaid I, mand what ſort of a huſband are you to 
„have?“ „Sir,“ rephed ſhe, „I am to have a 


„Lord ſoon after my ſiſter has married the 'Squi-" 


„re.“ — — „How,“ cried I, „is that all you are 
0 to have for your two (ſhillings! Only a Lord and 
„nl Squire for two ſhillings! You fools, I could 

„have promiſed you a prince and a Nabob for | 
„half the money.“ 
This curioſity of theirs, wins, was at- 

| tended with very lerious effects: we now began 


to think ourſelves deſigned by the ſtars to ſome- 


thing exalted, and . eee our futus 
re grandeur. | 
It has been a thovkad times bare; 2 5 
I muſt obſerve it once more, that the houm- ws. 
| pals. with happy proſpects in view, are more plea - 
ling than thoſe crowned with fruition. In the 
ert caſe we cook the diſh to our own appetite; 8 


in the latter nature cooks it for us. It is impof- 


ſible to repeat the train of agreable reveries we. 
called up for our entertainment. We leaked. 

upon our fortunes as once more riſing ; ; and as the 

whole pariſhi alerted that the Squire was in love 
with my daughter, ſhe was actually fo with him; 

for they perſuaded her into the paſſion. In this. 

| agreable interval, my wife had the moſt lucky 
dreams un the weld, which ſhe took care to tell 

us every morning , with great ſolemnity. and ex- 


ga actnels. It was one night a coffin and croſs | 
bones, the ſign of an approaching —_— 


| ding; at another time ſhe imagined her He. gh. 5 
ter's 1 filled with 3 & certain den 
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of their being ſhortly ſtuffed with gold. The 
girls themſelves had their omens. They felt 
| ind e kiſſes on their lips; they ſavy rings in the 
candle, purſes bounced from the fire, - and true 
love - knots lurked;in the bottom of every tea- 


cup. 


Towards the end of the week we received 
a card from the town ladies; in which, with 
their compliments, they hoped to ſee all our fa- 
mily at church the Sunday following. All Satur- 

day morning I could perceive, in conſequence 

dq ed in cloſe confe- 
rence together, and now and then glancing at 
me with looks that betrayed a latent plot. To _ 
be ſincere, I had ſtrong ſuſpicions that ſome ab- 
ſurd propoſal was preparing for appearing with 
ſplendor the next day. In the evening they be- 
gan their operations in a very” regular manner, 
and my wife undertook to conduct the ſiege. Aﬀ- 
ter tea, when I ſeemed in ſpirits ſhe began thus. 
— — „I fancy, Charles, my dear, we ſhall 

„have a great deal of good company at our 

church to morrow.* — — „Perhaps we may, 

my dear,“ returned I, „though you need be 


of this, my wife an 


„under no uncaſineſs about that, you ſhall have 


„a lermon whether there be or not.“ — — „That 
vis what I expect,“ returned ſhe, „but I think, 
v„my dear, we ought to appear there as decently 
„as poſſible, for who knows what may happen?“ 
„our precautions,“ replied I, „are highly con- 
„mendable. A decent behaviour and appearance 


„in church is what charms me. We ſhould be 


 »devout, and humble, chearful and ſerene..* —— _ 
„es,“ cried ſhe, „IJ know that, but I mean we 

 »fhould go there in as proper a manner as ' poſ- 
„ſible; not altogether like the forubs about us.“ 
CCF „Vous 
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EG „Vou are quite right, my dear,“ returned I, „ and 5 
„I was going to make the very ſame propoſal. 


„The proper manner of going is, to go there as 


„early as poſlible, to have time for meditation 
„before the ſervice begins.“ — — ,,Phoo, Char- 
„les,“ interrupted ſhe, „all that is very true, but 


vnot what I would be at. I mean, we ſhould go 


z there genteely. You know the church is two 
„miles off, and I proteſt I don't like too lee my 
„daughters trudging up to their pew all plow- 
 _ ,,zed and red with walking, and looking, for 

„all the world as if they had been winners 
„at a fmock race. Now, my dear, my pro- 
 »»-Poſal is this: there are our two plow horſes, 


3 „the Colt that has heen in our family theſe nine 


years, and his companion Blackberry, that has 
| »{carce done an earthly thing for this month paſt. 


„They are both grown fat and lazy. Why 
vy ſhould not they do ſomething as well as we? 


„And let me tell you, when Moſes has trimmed 
„them a little, they will cut a very tolerable fi- 
T0 this propoſal I objected, that walking 
would be twenty times more genteel than ſuch 
a paltry conveyance, as Blackberry was wall- 


eyed, and the Colt wanted a tail: that they had 


never been broke to the rein; but had an hundred 
vicious tricks; and that we had but one ſaddle 
and pillion in the whole houſe. All theſe ob- 
jections, however, were over - ruled; ſo that 1 
Was obliged to comply. The next morning 1 
perceived them not a little buſy in collecting ſuch 
materials as might be neceſſary for the expedi- 
tion; but as IJ found it would be a bulinels of 
time, I walked on to the church before, and 


L they promiled ſpeedily to follow. I waited near an 
| Bey TE 7 Ons 


8 proceed. After | 
it into his head to ſtand ſtill, and neither blows. 
nor entreaties could prevail with him to proceed. 
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i bour in the reading - - deſk for their arrival ; but 
not finding them come as expected. I was obli- | 
ged to begin, and wentgthrough the ſervice, not 
without {ome uneaſineſs at finding them ablent. 
This was encrealed when all was finiſhed, 
and no appearance of the family. I therefore 
walked back by the horſe- way, which was five 
miles round though the foot - way was but two, 


and when got about half way home, perceived 
the proceſhon marching lowly forward towards 


the church; my ſon, my wife, and the two litt- 
le ones cxatadd upon one horſe, and my two 
daughters upon the other. I denianded the cau- 
| fe of their delay; but I ſoon found by their looks 
they had met with a thouſand misfortunes on 
the road. The horſes had at firſt refuſed to move 
from the door, till Mr. Burchell was kind enough 
to beat them forward for about two hundred 
yards with his cudgel. Next the ſtraps of my 


wife's pillion broke down, and they were obli- 
ged to ſtop to _ them before they could 
that one of the horſes took 


It was juſt recovering from this diſmal ſituation 
that I found them; but percety ng every thing lafe, 
I own their preſent mortification did not much 
dilpleaſe me, as it would give me many oppor- 


tunities of future triumph, 2 teach my pg 


ters more ORE: 


1 A ; 
— f . 


PT 
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CHAP. + 35 

The fandly Kill reſolve to hold | up their "EY 


88 happening on the next day, 
we were invited to burn nuts and play tricks at 


= neighbour Flamborough' s. Our late mortifications 


had humbled us a little, or it is probable we 
| might have rejected ſuch an invitation with con- 
tempt. However, we ſuffered ourſelves to be 
happy. Our honeſt neighbour's gooſe and dump- 
lings were fine, and the lamb's wool, even in 
the opinion of my wife, who. was a connoiſſeur, 
was excellent. It is true, his manner of telling 


| ſtories vas not quite ſo well. They were very _ 


long, and very dull, and all about himſelf, and 


we had laughed 1 them ten times befots. Bs: 


weer we were kind oO to laugh at them 
once more. | . 


Nr. Burchell, who. was of the party, was 
always fond of ſeeing fome- innocent amuſement - 
going forward and ſet the boys and girls to blind 
man's buff. My wife too was perluaded to join 
in the diverſion, and it gave me pleaſure to think 
ſhe was not yet too old. In the mean time, 

my neighbour and J looked on, laughed at every 
Z my and praiſed our own dexterity when we 


were young, Hot cockles ſucceeded next, que- | 
ſtions and commands followed that, and ſk of 


all, they fate down to hunt the lipper. As every 
; perſon may not be acquainted-with this primae- 
val paſtime, it may be neceſſary to obſerve, that 
; ras company at this play plant themſelves in a 
£ upon the ground, all, except one who ſtands 
in the middle, whoſe buſineſs it is to catch a 
ſhoe, which the company ſhove about under their 
hams from one to another, 83 like a wea- 5 
5 IS D 5 7 ver's 
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ver's ſhuttle. As it is impoſſble, in this caſe, 
for the lady who is up to face all the company _ 
at once, the great beauty of the play lies in hit- 
ting her a thump with the heel of the ſhoe on 
that ſide leaſt capable of making a defence. It 
was in this manner that my eldeſt daughter was 
| hemmed in, and thumped about, all blowzed, _ 
in ſpirits, and bawling for fair play, with a voi- 
ce that might deafen a balladſinger, when confu- _ 
ſion on confuſion, who ſhould enter the room 
but our two great acqaintances from town, La» 
dy Blarney and Mils Carolina Wilelmina Amelia 
Skeggs! Deſcription would but beggar, therefore 


it is unneceſlary to deſcribe this new mortifica- 


tion. Death! To be ſeen by ladies of ſuch high 
breeding in ſuch vulgar attitudes! Nothing better 

could enſue from. ſuch a vulgar play of Mr. Flam- 
borough's propoſing. We leemed ſtuck to the 
ground for ſome time, as if actually petrified wih 
_ amazement, JJ Od oh ry As | 
The two ladies had been at our houſe to ſee 
us, and finding us from home, came after us 
hither, as they were uneaſy to know what, acci- 
dent could have kept us from church the day be- 
fore. Olivia undertook to be our prolocutor, and 
delivered the whole in a ſummary way, only ſay- 
ping, „we were thrown from our horſes.“ At 
which account the ladies were greatly concerned; 
but being told the family received no hurt, they 
were extremely glad: but being informed that 
we were almoſt killed by the fright, they were 
valtly ſorry; but hearing that we had a very good 
night, they were extremely glad again, No» 


thing could exceed their complaiſance to my daugh- 


ters; their profeſſions the laſt evening were warm, 
but now they were ardent. They proteſted a de- 
| fire of having a more laſting-acquaintance. Lady 
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. r was s particularly attached to Olivia; Miſs 
Carolina Wilelmina Amelia Skeggs (I love to gi- 
ve the whole name) took a greater fancy to her 
ſiſter. They ſupported the converſation between 
themſelves, while my daughters late ſilent, ad- 
miring their exalted breeding. But as every rea- 
der, however beggarly himlelf, is fond of high 
lived dialogues, with en of Lords, La- 
dies, and Knights of the Garter, I muſt beg lea- 
ve to give hin the Cy _ of the preſent 1 5 


Converlation. 


„All that 1 know of the Watben cried Miſs : : 
„Skeggs, „is this, that it may be true, or it may _ 
„not be true: but this I can alfure your Ladylbip, 


„that the whole rout was in amaze ; his Lordſhip 


„turned all manner of colours, my Lady fell into 
„a ſwoon; but Sir Tomkyn drawing his word, 


| {wore he was hers to the laſt drop of his blood.“ 


Well,“ replied our peereſs, this I can lay, 
„that the Duchels never told me a ſyllable of the 

| „matter, and I believe her Grace would keep - 
_ nothing a ſecret from me. This you may de- 


„pend upon as fact, that the next morning my 


„Lord Duke cried out three times to his valet de 
„chambre, Jernigan, Jernigan , Jernigan, bring | 


_ {me my garters.** 


| But previoully I ſhould havy mentioned the | 
very impolite behaviour of Mr. Burchell, Who, 
during this diſcourſe, ſate with his face Habana C 
to the fire and at the conclulion of every ſenten- 


ce would cry out fudge, an expreſlion which 
_ dilpleaſed us all, and in ſome meaſure damped 


5 the riſing ſpirit af the converſation. 


2. Behdes, my dear ſkeggs ,* continued 2 
peereſs, „there is nothing of this in the copy of 
„ verſes that Dr. Burdock . 1 the occaſion. 


ä Pr a „ 


5 4 N N „1 | 
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„for he ſeldom leaves any thing out, das he writes 


»Ladyſhip favour me with a fight of * 
Ludge! 


„all Dr. Burdocks little pieces; for except what 
„he does, and our dear Counteſs at Hanover- 


„among them.“ Fudge! 


| „quarter! lee Fudge ! 


| » Why, my dear, « | ſays the "IS a _ 
„know my reader and companion has left me to 
„be married to Captain Roach, and as my poor 
_ Eyes won't {ſuffer me to write myſelf, I have been 
' »for ſome time looking out for another. A pro- 


per perſon is no eaſy matter to find, and to be 


„ure thirty R a year is a {mall ſtipend for 


„a well bre put of character, that can read, 


„write, and behave in company; as for the — 
about town, there 1 is no — them about one.“ 


5 Fudge ! 


Bo. e That 1 1 ARE « ad Miſs Skeggs,_ is 


5 »experience. For of the three companions I Bad 


v this Taft half year one of them refuſed to do plain- 
1 „work * hour in the day, another thought 


„twenty - five guineas a year too ſmall a ſalary, 


” wand I was obli ged to lens HP the third, be- 


cauſe 


1. am ſurpriſed at that, cried Miſs Skeggs; 5 


„only for his own amuſement. But can your 


V„My dear creature, tics our Paella, +4 1 — 
„vou think I carry ſuch things about me? Though _ 
„they are very fine to be ſure, and I think my» | 

„lelf ſomething' of a judge; at leaſt I know what 

 »Pleaſes myſelf. IndeedT was ever an admirer of 


„Square, there's nothing comes out but the moſt ES 
loweſt ſtuff in nature; not a bit of high life 5 


| » Your Ladyſhip ſhould except, figs bother, e 
„Vour own things in the Lady's Magazine. 1 
„hope you'll ſay there's nothing 4 lived there? 
„But I ſuppoſe we are to have no more from chat ; 
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| EW” 1 1 an intrigue wich the e 

„ Virtue, my dear Lady Blarney, virtue is worth 

"gy prico; but where 1s that bo be found we. 135 
Fudge: . 

55 My wife had end for a long ti time all - atten- | 

tion to this diſcourſe ; but was particularly ſtruck 

with tha latter part of it. Thirty pounds and 


twenty five guineas a year made fifty - fix pounds 


5 »9 WOT 


five ſhillings Engliſh money; all which was in 


a manner going a begging, and might caſily be 


ſecured in the family, She for a moment ſtudied 
my looks for approbation z and, to own a truth, 
I was of opinion, that two bach places would 
fit our two daughters exactly. Beſides, if the 
Squire bad any real affection ſor my eldeſt daugh- 
ter, this would be the way to make her every 
way qualified for her fortune. My wife there- 
fore was reſolved that we ſhould not be deprived 
of ſuch advantages for want of aſſurance, and 
| undertook to harangue for the family. „Ihope,“ 
_ cried ſhe, „your Ladyſhips will pardon my pre- 
ſent perſumption. It is true, we have no right 
10 pretend to ſuch favours; but yet it is natural 
„for me to wiſh putting my children forward in 
„the world. And I will he bold to ſay my two 
„girls have had a pretty good education, and capa- 
„eity, at leaſt the country, can't ſhew better. 
„They can read, write, and caſt accompts; they 
„underſtand their needle, bread - ſtitch, crols and 
„change, and all manner of plain-work; they 
„can pink, point, and frill, and know ſome- 
| wihing of muſikz they can do up ſmall cloaths, 
upon catgut; my eldeſt can cut paper, nt 8 


v»my youngeſt has a very pretty manner of ng. 


fortunes upon the cards.“ Fudge, _ I 
| When the had delivered this pretty piece of 
Uoquenee, ti the two ladies locked - at wa other 
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a few minutes in ſilence, with an air of doubt 
and importance. 
mina Amelia Skeggs condeſcended to obſerve, 


At laſt, Miſs Carolina Wilel- 


that the young ladies, from the opinion ſhe could 


form of them from lo llighr an acquaintance, ſee- 


med very ht for ſuch employments. ,,But a thing 


„things, Madam, there is a form. “ 


„of this kind, Madam, “ cried, ſhe, _ addreſhng — 1 
„my ſpouſe, „requires a thorough examination into | 
y characters, and a more perfect knowledge of each | 
„other. Not, Madam,“ continued ſhe, „that I in 
„the leaſt ſuſpect the young ladies virtue, pru- 
v»dence and diſcretion; but there is a form in theſe 


My k wife approved her ſuſpicions . nh, | 


obſerving that ſhe was very apt to be ſulpicious . 
herſelf; but referred her to all the neighbours 

for a character: but this our Peereſs declined as 
_ unneceſſary, alledging that couſin Thornhill's re- 
_ commendation would be ſufficient, and ph ans this 


Walefield. Mortifications are often more 


painful thun * cal calamities. 


nx we were returned home, the night was 
dedicated to ſchemes df future conqueſt. Deborah 
exerted much ſagacity in conjecturing which of the 
two girls was likely to have the beſt place, and 
molt opportunities of ſeeing good company. The 
only obſtacle to our preferment was in obtaining 
the Squire's recommendation; but he had alre- 
dy ſhewn us too many inſtances of his friendſhip 
to doubt of it now. Even in bed my wife kept _ 
up the uſual theme: „Mell faith, my dear Char- 
les, between ourſelves, I think \ we have made 1 2 


— 


we reſted our F e 1 N 
Sn "XI. 
| Fortune * reſolved to humble ** 3 of 
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. exeellent Fes wk of it.. a 
„well“ cried I, not knowing what to Nn — 


» What only pretty well le returned ſhe. „I think 


wit is very well. Suppole the girls ſhould come 
vyto make acquaintances of taſte in town! This 

„I am aſlured of, that London is the only 
„place in the eds for all manner of huſ- 
„bands. Befides, my dear, ftranger things hap- 
pen every day; and as ladies of quality are 
9940 


taken with my daughters, what will not men 


"pol quality be! Entre nous, I proteſt I like my 


„Lady Blarney valtly, ſhe is ſo very obliging. 
"However, Miſs Carolina Wilelmina Skeggs has 
_ my warm heart. But yet, when, they | came 
„to talk of places in town, you ſaw at once how 


Te „I nailed them, Tell me, my dear, don't you 


think I did for my children there **— — „Ay,“ 


returned I, not knowing well What to think of 


the matter, „heaven grant they may be both the . 


better for it this day three months!“ This was 


one of thoſe obſeryations 1 uſually made to im- 
| preſs my wife with an opinion of my lagacity ; 5 55 
for if the girls ſucceeded, then it was a pious 
with fulfilled ; but if any thing unfortunate enſued, 
then it mighr be looked upon as a prophecy. All 
this converſation, however, was only prepara- 
tory to another ſcheme, and indeed I dreaded as 
much. This was nothing leſs than, that as we 
were now to hold up our heads a little higher 
in the world, it would be proper to {ell the Colt, 
which was grown old, at a neighbouring fair, 
and buy us an horſe that would carry ſingle or 
double upon an occcaſion, and make a pretty ap- 
pearance at church or upon a vilit. This at fu 5 


zz TI oppoſed ſtoutly; but it was as ſtoutly defended. ' 


canes as 1 weekenod, my —— gained 


nn ; 


| 
| 
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ſtrength, an at laſt it was reſolved to part with 
him. 


perſuaded me that I had got a cold, and nothing 


could prevail upon her to permit me from home, 
No, my dear,“ ſaid ſhe, „our fon Moſes 
| „is a dliſcreet boy, and can buy and ſell to 
„very good advantage; you know all our 
great bargains are of his purchaſing. He al- 
„ways ſtands out and higgles, and actually tires 


gets a bargain.“ 


„them till he g. 


As T had ſome opinion of my ſon's prudence, 5 
I was willing enough to entruſt him with this 
commiſlion; and the next morning J perceived 


his ſiſters mighty buſyin fitting our Moſes for the 


fair; trimming his hair, bruſhing his buckles, 
and cocking his hat. with pins. The buſineſs of 

the toilet being over, we had at laſt the ſatis- 
faction of ſeeing him mounted upon the Colt, 
with a deal-hox before him to bring home gro- 
ceries in. He had on a coat made of that cloth 

| they call thunder and lightning, which, though 
grown too ſhort, was much to good to be thrown _ 
away. His waiſtcoat was of gosling green, and 
his ſiſters had tied his hair with a broad black 
ribband. We all followed him ſeveral paces from 
the door, bawling after him good 2 till we. 
: could "hy him no onger. | 
He was fcarce gone, when Mr. Thornbil's 

| duitler came to congratulate us upon our good : 
fortnne, ſaying , that he overheard his young 
malter mention our names wich * commen- . 
_ dation, OE LL, 
Good Fans 8 refolved not to come 


6 Another footman from the ſame family 


followed, with a card for my daughters, impor- | 


| ting, 


As the fair happened on the following os 1 
I had intentions of going myſelf; but my wife 
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ding, that the two ladies had received ſuch plea- 


ling accounts from Mr. Thornhill of us all, that, 


after a few previous enquiries they hoped to "©, 
perfectly ſatisfied. „Ay, cried my wife, „I 
vnow ſee it is no eaſy matter to get into -the fa- 
„milies of the great; but when one once gets in, 
v»then, as Moles lays, one may go lleep. «Tg: 
this piece of humour, for ſhe intended it for wit, 


my daughters aſſented with a loud laugh of plea- 


ure. In ſhort, ſuch was ber {ſatisfaction at this 


meſſage, that ſhe actually put her hand into her 
packet, and gave the mellenger leyen yours 
balfpenny. | | 
| This was to be our r viſiting day. The next 
that came was Mr. Burchell, who had been at 
the fair. He brought my little ones a penny 


worth of gingerbreath each, which my wife un- 


dertook to keep for them, and give them by let- 
ters at a time. He brought my daughters allo a 
couple of boxes, in which they might keep wa- 


fers, ſnuff, patches, or even money, when they 


got it. NY wife was uſually fond of a weeſel- 
kin purſe, as being the moſt lucky; but this by 
the bye. We had ſtill a regard for Mr. Burchell 


5 his late rude behaviour was in ſome meaſure 


diſpleaſing; nor could we now avoid communi- 
cating our happineſs to him, and aſking his ad- 
vice: althou 0 we leldom followed advice, we 


were all _ enough to aſk it. When he read 


and oblerved, that an affair of this ſort deman- | 
ded the utmoſt circumſpection. — This air of 
diffidence highly diſpleaſed my wife. „I never 
ydoubted Sir,“ cried ſhe, „your readineſs to be 
vagainſt my daughters and me. You have more 


the lde ws two ladies, he ſhook his head, : 


Hcircumſpection than is wanted. However, 1 


vo fancy when we come taſk advice, we ſhall w 
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| „ ply to perſons who ſeem to have made uſe of it 


„themſelves.““ — — „Whatever my own conduct 
„may have been, Madam,“ replied he, „is not 
„the preſent queſtion; though as I have made 


„no uſe of advice myſelf, I ſhould in conſcience | 


„give it to thoſe that will.“ — — As I was 


_ apprehenſive this anſwer might draw on a repar- 
tee, making up by abuſe what it wanted in wit, 
I changed the ſubject, by ſeeming to wonder 
what could keep our ſon ſo long at the fair, as 
it was now almoſt nightfall. — — „Never mind 
„our ſon, “ cried my. wife, „depend upon it, he | 
knows what he is about. PFll warrant we'll ne- 
„ver ſee him ſell his hen on a rainy day. I have ſeen | 
„him buy fuch bargains as would amaze one. Tl) | 
„tell you a good ſtory about that, that will 


„make you ſplit your ſides with laughing. 4 


„But as I hive, yonder comes Moſes, without an : 


. horſe, and the box at bis bac | © 
4s ſhe ſpoke, Moſes came ſlowly on foot, 


and ſweating under the deal box which he had 
ſtrapt round his ſhoulders like a pedlar. — — * 
V„ Welcome, welcome, Moles; well, my boy, 
Vy„what have you brought us from the fair?“ —— 


„ have brought you myſelf,“ cried Moſes, with 


_ fly look, and reſting the box on the (lrefler. — — 


„Ay, Moſes,“ cried my wife, „that we know, 


vybut where is the horſe? I have „ſold him,“ 
cried Moſes, „for three pounds five ſhillings and 
„two pence.** — — „Well done, my good boy,“ 


returned ſhe, ,,T knew you would touch them off. 


„Between ourſelves, three pounds five ſhillings | 
„and two pence is no bad day's work. Come, let 
„us have it then.“ — — „I have brought back 

_ = NO money, cried Moſes again. „I have laid it 
Hall out in a bargain, and here it is,“ pulling _ 

out a bundle from his breaſt; „here they are; a 


wgroce 
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„groce of green ſpectacles, with ſilver rims and 
; e cales.** — — „A groce of green ſpec- 
5Itacles!““ repeated my wife in a faint voice. 
„And you have parted with the Colt, and brought 
„us back nothing but a groce of green paltry 
„pectales!““ — — „Dear mother,“ cried the 


boy, „why won't you liſten to reaſon? I had 


„them a dead bargain, or I ſhould not have 
„bought them. The ſilver rims alone will ſell 


Hor double the money.* — — „A fig for the 


Flilver rims ,% cried my wife, in a paſſon: „I 
_ dare {wear they won't ſell. for above half the 

„money at the rate of broken ſilver, five ſhillings 
van ounce.<*— — „Lou need be under no ene 
„ness,“ cried I. „about ſelling the rims; for they 
„are not worth lix- pence; for I perceive they 


are only copper varniſhed over.“ — — „What,“ 


hang the ideot, 


cried my wife, „not ſilver, the rims not ſilver!“ 
V„No,“ cried I, no more blver than your lauce- 
pan.“ — — „And fo, returned ſhe, „we have 

„parted with the Colt, and have only got a groce 
„of green ſpectacles, with copper rims and ſha- 
green caſes! A murrain take ſuch trumpery. The 
 ,blockhead has been impoſed upon, and ſhould 
„have known his company better.“ — „There, 
y„my dear, cried I, „you are wrong, he ſhould 
„not have kno * at all.“ — „Marry, 
returned ſhe, „to bring me 

y„ſuch ſtuff, if T had them, I would throw them 
vin the fire.“ „There again you are wrong, my _ 

„dear, “ cried]; „for though they be copper, 


* 


| „we will keep them by us, as copper- ſpecta- 


„cles, you know, are better than nothing, « 
By this time the unfortunate Moſes was un- 
deceived. He now ſaw that he had indeed 
been impoſed upon by, a prowling ſharper, who, 

obſerving his ſigure, had marked bim För an eaſy 


/ 
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rey. I therefore aſked the circumſtances of his | 
deception. He ſold. the horſe, it ſeems, and 
| walked the fair in ſearch of another. A reve- 
rend looking man brought him to a tent, under 
pretence bene one to fell. „Here,“ conti- 
ok Moſes, ,,we met another man, very well 
_ ,,dreſt, who deſired to borrow twenty pounds 
„upon theſe, ſaying that he wanted money and 
„Would diſpoſe of them for a third of the value. 
„The firſt gentleman, who pretended to be my. 
v» friend, whiſpered me to buy them and cautio- 
: ned me _ to let ſo good an offer pals. I ſent. 
„for Mr. Flamborough, and they talked him up. 
as finely as they did me, and lo at laſt we were 
: 3 to buy; the two uw: ns us. 5 


* 
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55 Ds, Burckell i is found FER wag an enemy for he has | 
: the * to give difegreeable Ln 140, 


: 5 
5 Ovn family had now ads ſeveral attempts, to 
be fine; but ſome unforeſeen diſaker demoliſhed. 


each, as ſoon as projected. T.endeavoured to. 


take the advantage of every diſappointment, to 


3 


improve their good ſenſe in proportion as they. 


ware fruſtated in ambition. „Mou ſec, my child- 


„ren,“ cried I, „how little is to be got by at- - 


— s toimpoleupon the world, in copin 2 | 
„our betters. Such as are poor ang will aon ; 
„with none but the rich, are hated by thoſe _ | 


Havoid, and delpiſed by theſe they follow. Une- 


0 „qual combinations are always diſadvantageous 
„to the weaker fide: the rich having the 
pleaſure, and the poor the inconyeniences that 


,zeſult from them. * cox. 8 . my boy, 


wand 


* 
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„and repeat the fable that you were reading to- 
„day, for the good of the company.“ | 
„Once upon a time, ( cried the child, „a 61. | 
„ant and a Dwarf were friends, and kept to- 
 +gether, — They made a bargain they never 
| would forſake cach other, but go ſeek adventu- 
Hes. The firſt battle they fought was with two 
Saracens, and the Dwarf, wh was very cou- 


virageous, dealt one of the champioris a moſt ang- £ 


ury blow. It did the Saracen but very little in- 
„jury, who lifting up his ſword, fairly ſtruck off 

„the poor Dwarf's arm. He was now in a woe- 
„ful plight; but the Giant coming to his aſſiſtan- 
;p ce, in a ſhort time left the two Saracens dead 
„on the plain, and the Dwarf cut off the dead 
zz man's head out of ſpite. They then travelled 

19 von to another adventure. 'This was againſt three 
n bloody - minded Satyrs, who were carrying away 
„a damſel in diſtreſs. The Dwarf was not quite 
„ſo fierce now as before; but for all that track 


„oon up with them, and had they not fled, 
„would certainly zhave killed them every one. 
„They were all very joyful for this victory, and 
„the,damſel, who was relieved fell in love with 


. far, and farther than I can tell, till they 
met with a company of robbers, .. The. Giant, 


„Dwarf was not far behind. The battle was 
| »ftout and long. Wherever the Giant came, all 
H„fell before him; but the Dwarf had like to have ; 

„been killed more than once. At laſt the 


: loſt his leg... The dwarf had now loſt: an arm, 


„. ith- 


* 


„the firſt blow, Which was returned by another, 
„that knocked out his eye: but the Giant was 


„the Giant, and married him. They now tra- 


„for the firſt time, was foremoſt now; but the 


„declared for the two adventurers: but th Dwarf = 


4 , and an eye, while the Giant was - : : 


1 „ 
r 1 — gm... was . 


* 
* 
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„to take a final farewe 


„%. wen 


| without a ſingle wound. Upon which he cried 5 
„out to his little companion: My little hero, 
„this is glorious ſport; let us get one victory _ 


„more, and then we ſhall have honour for ever. 
„No, cries the Dwarf, who was by this time 


„grown wiler, no, I declare off; TI fight no 
„more: for I find in every battle that you get all 
„the honour and rewards, but all the blows fall 


upon me.“ 


5 * 


Il was going to moralize upon this fable, when. 


our attention was called off to a warm diſpute 


between my wife and Mr. Burchell, upon my 
daughters intended expedition to town. My wife 
very firennoully inſiſted upon the advantages 
that would reſult from it. Mr. Burchell, on 
the contrary , diſſuaded her with great ardour, 
and I ſteod neuter. His preſent diſſuaſions ſee- 
med but the ſecond part of thoſe, which were 
received with ſo ill a grace in the morning. The 
_ diſpute grew high, while poor Deborah, inſtead 
of reaſoning ſtronger, talked louder, and at laſt 
. was obliged to take ſhelter from a defeat in cla- 
The concluſion of her harangue, howe- 
ver, was highly diſpleaſing to us all: ſhe knew, 
| ſhe ſaid, of ſome who had their own ſecret rea- 
| ſons for what they adviſed; but, for her part, ſhe 
wiſhed ſuch to ſtay away from her houſe for the 
future,. —— „Madam, cried Burchell, with looks 
of great compoſure, wich tended to enflame her 
the more, „as for ſecret reaſons, you are right: 
„ have ſecret reaſons, which I forbear to men- 
ation, becauſe you are not able to anſwer thole 
„of which I may no ſecret: but I find my viſits 
Here are become troubleſome; I'lltake myleave 
you s come once more 
when I am quitting the _ 
v„eountry.“ Thus ſaying; he took up his hat, 


„therefore now, and 
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_ eſt words, and to me the moſt unpleaſing that 
„ever eſcaped your lips!“ — — „Why would 

| (be provoke me then?“ replied ſhe; „but T know 
„the motives of his advice perfectly well. He 
vywould prevent my gies from going to town, that 

„he may have the p 

y ter's company here at home. But whatever hap- 

„pens, ſhe ſhall chooſe better company than duch | 

1 TS -liv'd fellows as he.“ — — „Low- liv'd, 
my dear, do you call him?“ cried 1 3 „it 1s ve- 
„ry poſſible we may miſtake this man's character: 


— 
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a6 could the VRicipts of Sophia, whole looks, 


ſeemed to upbraid his precipitancy, prevent his 


Ss. FFF 
Wben gone, we all regarded each other for 
ſome minutes with confuſion. My wife, who 
knew herſelf to be the cauſe, ſtrove to hide her 
concern with a forced ſmile, and an air of aſſu- 


rance, wich I was willing to reprove: „How, 


woman , cried J to her, is it thus we treat 


ſtrangers? Ts it thus we return their kindneſs? 
Fred, my dear, that theſe were the harſh- i 


E 


aſure of my youngeſt daugh- 


„for he ſeems upon ſome occaſions the moſt fi- 


v„niſhed gentleman 1 wie knew. — — Tell me, 
„Sophia, my girl, has he ever given you any ſe- 
Hcret inſtances of his attachment ** — — is 
_ converſation with me, Sir,s replied my daugh- 
„ter, has ever been ſenſible, modeſt, and plea- 
„ling. As to aught elle, no never. Once in- 
,,deed, I remember to have heard him ſay, he 
„mever knew a woman who could find merit in 
za man that ſeemed poor.“ „Such, my dear, 
_ cried I, „is the common cant of all the unfortu- 
 ,znate or idle. But I a: K you have been taught 
no judge properlyof ſuch men, and that it would 
n be even madneſs to expect happineſs from one 
| 21wWho has been ſo very bad an oconomiſt of 


-. 
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„his own, © Your mother and I have ow better, 
proſpects for you. The next winter, which 
„vou will probably ſpend in town, will give you 
„opportunities of making a more prudent choice.“ 
What Sophia's reſlexions were upon this oc- 
caſion, I cannot pretend to determine; but I was 
not diſpleaſed at the bottom that we were rid of 
a gueſt from whom T had much to fear. Our 
breach of hoſpitality went to my conſcience} a 
little: but I quickly filenced that monitor by* 
| tivo or three ſpecious reaſons, which ſerved to- 
latisfy and reconcile me to myſelf. * The pain | 
which conſcience gives the man who has already 
done wrong, is ſoon got over. Confcience is a. 
coward, and thoſe faults it has net ſtrength to 
prevent, it ſeldom has juſtice enough to accuſe. *_ 
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nig calamities may'be real bleſſings. < 
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Tua journey of my daughters to town was now 
reſolved upon, Mr. Thornhill havin kindly pro- | 
miſed to inſpect their conduct himlelf4 and in- 
form us by letter of their behaviour. But it was 
_ thought indiſpenſably necellary that their appeax-, 
ance ſhould equal the greatneſs of their\expecta-, | 
tions, which could not be done without ex- 
pence. We debated therefore in full council, what 
were the eafieſt methods of raifing money; or, 
more properly ſpeaking, what we could moſt. 
1 _ conveniently ſell. The deliberation Was ſoon fin- 
33 iſhed; it was found, that our remaining horſe . 
wuas utterly uſeſeſs for the plough, without his 
Mz companion, and equally unfit for the road, as 
| | | "7 oe. 7 


wan- 
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_ wanting an eye: it was therefore determined that 
| we ſhould diſpoſe of him for the purpoſes above 
mentioned, at the neighbouring fair; and, to 
prevent impoſition, that I ſhould go with him 
myſelf. Though this was one of the firſt mer- 

cantile tranſactions of my life, yet I had no 
doubt about acquitting myſelf with reputation. 

The opinion a man forms of his own prudence 
is meaſnred by that of the company he keeps; 
and as mine was moſtly in the family way, I 
had conceived no unfavourable ſentiments of my 
_ worldly wiſdom. My wife, however, next wor- 


ning, at. parting, after I had got lome paces 


from the door, called me back, to adviſe me, in 
a Whiſper, to have all my eyes about me. 
Ihad, in the uſual ſorms, when I came to 
the fair, put my horſe through all his paces; but 
for ſome time had no bidders. At laſt a chap- 


man aproached; and, after he had a good whi- | 


le examined the horſe round, finding him blind 


HRT ER eye, he would have nothing to lay 


to him; a ſecorid came up; but obſerving he 


bad a ſpavin, declared he would not take him 


for the driving home: a-third-perceived+ he had 


a windgalt, and would hid no money; à fourth _ 


knew by his eye that he had the botts; à fifth, 
wondered what a plague I could do at the fair 


With a blind, ſpavined, galled hack, that was 
only fit to be cut up r dog-kennel. By this py 


time I began to have a moſt hearty contempt for 
the poor animal myſelf, and was almoſt aſhamed 
at the approach of every cv{tomer :. for though I 


| did not entirely bdlieye all the fellows told me; 


pet I reflected that the number of witneſles was 
a ſtrong preſumtion they were right; and St. Gre- 
gory, upon good works, profelles himſelf to be 


of the lame opinion 


| Ii 1 _ runny VICAR. 
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. I I was in chis mortifying ſituation, when a 


brother clergyman, an old acquaintance, who 
bad alſo buſineſs at the fair, came up, and ſha- 

| = me by the hand propoſed adjourning to a 

public houſe and taking a. glaſs of whatever we 
could get. I readily cloſed with the offer, and 

entering an ale-houſe, we were ſhewn into a 
little back - room, where there was only a vener- 

able old man, who ſat wholly intent over a lat- 
ge book, which he was reading. I never in my 
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' life ſaw a figure that prepoſſeſſed me more favour- 
5 ably. His locks of filver- grey venerably ſhaded 
is | his temples, and his green old age ſeemed to be the 
1 _ reſult of health r eee e- However, his 
Lt | | eu e did not interrupt our converſation; my. {| 
EEE 1 friend and I diſcourſed on the various turns of 
11 + fortune we had met: the Whiftonian controver- | 
j | 4 ſy, my laſt pamphlet, the archdeacon's reply, and 
| | | & hard meaſure that was dealt me. But our at- 
225 tention was in a ſhort time taken off by the ap- 
33m pPpearance of a youth, who, entering the room, 
SW _ reſpectfully ſaid ſomething loftly to the old ſtran- 
| | LE: ger. „Make no apologies, my child,“ faid the 
BE | | „old man, to do good is a duty we owe to all our 
© Fe | „fellow creatures: take this, I wilh it were 
[+ 1 „more; but five pounds will relieve your diſtreſs, 
LF. | „and you are welcome.“ The modeſt youth ſhed 
ö = tears of gratitude, and yet his gratitude was ſcar- 
F ce equal to mine. I could have hugged the good 
; - old man in my arms, his benevolence pleaſed me 
— bio. He continued to read, and we relumed our 
+ | converſation, until my companion, after ſome | 
; [ time, recollecting that he had bufineſs to transact 3 
in the fair, promiſed to be ſoon back; adding, 
53H that he always deſired to have as much of Dr. 
2 - $28 Primrole's company as pollible. The old gentle- 


f man, hearing my name mentioned, ſeemed to 
. | ee | e | | look | 


* 


* ook at me with attention, for ſome time, and 
3 when my friend was gone, moſt relpectful- 
ly demanded, if I was related to the great 
Primroſe, that couragious monogamiſt, who had 
been the bulwark of the church. Never did my * 
heart feel ſincerer rapture than at that moment. 
„dir,“ cried I, „the applauſe of ſo good a man, 
„as J am ſure you are, adds to,that happineſs in 
„my breaſt, which your beneyolence has already 


N 
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„excited. You behold hefare you, Sir, that 


„Doctor Primroſe, the monogamiſt, whom you 
„have been pleaſed to call great. Lou here ſee 
„that unfortunate Divine, who has ſo long, and 
vit would ill become me to ſay, ſucceſsfully fought . 
„againſt the deuterogamy of the age.“ „Sir, (( cried 


the ſtranger, ſtruck with awe, „I fear I have 


H been too familiar; but you'll forgive my curio- 


„ſity, Sir; I beg pardon.“ ,,Sir,* cried I graſp- 


ing his hand, „you are fo far from 2 
„me by your familiarity, that I muſt beg you'll 
„accept my friendihip as you already have my 

eſteem. — — „Then with gratitude I accept 
 »the offer,“ cried he, ſqueezing me by the hand, 
„thou glorious pillar of unſhaken arthodoxy: and 


„do I behold« — — I here interrupted what 


| he was going to ſay; for though, as an author, 
I could digeſt no Imall ſhare of flattery, yet now 


my modeſty would permit no more. However, 


no lovers in romance ever cemented a more inſtan- 
taneous friendſhip. We talked upon ſeveral ſub- 
jects: at firſt T thought be ſeemed rather devout 
than learned, and began to think he deſpiſed all 


human doctrines as droſs. Yet this no way leſſened 


him in my eſteem; for I bad for ſome time begun 
privately to harbour ſuch opinion myſelf. I there- 


Fore took occaſion, to obſerve, that the world 


in general began to be blameably indifferent as 
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to doctrinal matters, and followed human ſpecu- 
lations too much — — „Ay, Sir,“ replied he, 


as if he had reſerved all his learning to that mo- 


ment, „Ay, Sir, the world is in its dotage, and x 


yet the 2 or creation of the world has 


„puzzled philoſophers of all ages. What a med - 


„ley of opinions have they not broached upon 
„the creation of the world? Sanconiathon , Ma- 


vnetho, Beroſus, and Ocellus Lucanus, have all 
attempted it in vain. The latter bas thele 
words, Anarchon- ara kai atelutaion to pany 
„which imply that all things have neither begin- 
ning nor end. Manetho alſo, who lived about 
„the time of Nebuchadon- Aſſer, Aſſer being a 
„Syriac word uſually applied as a ſirname to the 
kings of that country, as Teglat Phael- Allers 


„Nabon-Aſſer, he, I ſay, formed a conjecture . 


 »»equally abſurd; for, as we uſually ſay, ek to 
vbliblion kubernetes, which implies that books | 
 »will never teach the world; ſo he attempted to 


yinveſtigate. — — But, Sir, 1 alk pardon, 1 8 


vam ſtraying from the queſtion.“— — That 


he actually was; nor could T for my life ſee how . 
the creation of the world had any thing to do 


with the buſineſs I was talking of; but it was 


ſufficient to ſhew me that he was a man of let- 


ters, and I now reverenced him the more. I was 
reſolved therefore to bring him to the touchſtone; 
but he was too mild and to gentle to contend for 
victory. Whenever I made any obſervation that 
looked like a challenge to controverſy, he would 
ſinile, ſhake his head, and ſay nothing; by which 
TI underſtood he could ſay much, if he thought 
proper. The ſubject therefore inſenſibly chan- 


ged from the bulineſs of antiquity to that which 


3 us both to the fair; mine I told himwas 


was 
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was to buy one for one of his tetants My horſe 


was ſoon produced, and in fine we' ftrack a 
bargain. . Nothing now remained but to pay me, 


| and he accordingly pulled out a thirty pound note, 72 
and bid me change it. Not being. in a capacity 


f complying with his demand, he ordered his 
footman to be called up, who made his appear- 


ance in a very genteel livery. „Here, Abraham,“ 

cried he, „go and get gold e you'll do it 
Vat neighbour Jackſon's, or ahy where.“ While 

3 the fellow was gone, he entertained me with a 

_ pathetic harangue on the great ſcarcity of ſilver, 

which I undertook to improve, by deploring alſo 

the great ſcarcity of gold; ſo that, by the time 


Abraham returned, we had both agreed that mo- f 


ney was never [o hard to be come at as now. 
Abraham returned to inform us, that he had been 
over the whole fair and could not get change, 
though he had offered half a crown for doing it. | 
This was a very great diſappointment to us all, 
bur the old gentleman having pauſed a little, 
aſked me if I knew one Solomon Flamborongh 

0 my part of the country :. upon eine that Lol 
t 


was my next door neighbour, „If that be the cafe 
„then,“ returned he, „I believe we ſhall deal. 
„Lou ſhall have a draught upon him, payable at 
light: and let me tell you, he is as warm a man 
„as any within five miles round him. Honeſt 
„Solomon and J have been acquainted for many 


„years together. I remember I always beat him 


„at three jumps; but he could hop upon one leg 
„farther than I. A draught upon my neighbour 
was to me the ſame as money; for I was ſuffi- 


cently convinced of his ability: the draught was 


ſigned and put into my hands, and Mr. Jenkin- 
ſon, the old gentleman, his man Abraham, and 


4 
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| = dels old 8 trotted off very well 7 
| Pleaſed with each other. 15 
Alfter a ſhort interval bein left to reflection, | 
I began to recollect that I had done wrong in 
taking a draught from a ſtranger, and ſo er 
Ip relolved upon following the 122 ; 
having back my horſe. 2 this was now = 
late. I therefore made directly homewards, re- 
ſolving to get the draught changed into money 
at my friend's as faſt as poſhble. I found my 
/ honeſt neighbour ſmoking his pipe at his 
7 own door, and informing him that I had a 
Kall bill upon him, he road it twice — „Tou 
„can read the name, I ſuppoſe, 4 cried I, 
»Ephraim Jenkinſon.“ „Tes,“ returned he, 8 
„the name is written plain enough, and I know 
the gentleman too, the greateſt raſcal under the 
5 „canopy of heaven. This is the very lame rogue 
„Who fold us the ſpectacles. Was he not a 
„venerable looking man, with grey hair, and 
„no flaps to bis pocket-holes? And did he not 
„talk a long firing of Icaring about Greek and 
 »ſcolmogony, and the world ?“ To this I replied | 
with a groan. Aye, continued he, „he has but 
„one piece of learning in the world, and he al- 
„ways talks it whenever he finds a ſcholarin com- 
| _ but Tfknow the rogue, and will catch 
yet. « 5 | 
Though II was ; already ſufficiently mortified, 
eee t ſtruggle was to come in facing my 
wife and, daughters. No truant was ever more 
afraid of returning to ſchool, there to bebold the 
_ maker's vilage, than I was of going home. I 
was determined, however, to anticipate their | 
Fury, by firſt falling into a paſſion woe | 
” But, alas! upon entering, I found he fa-, 
| iy =o way as for batt e. My wife __ 
| Bir * 
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irls were all in tears, Mr. Thornhill having 
een there that day to inform them, that their 

journey to town was entirely over, The two la- 
dies, having heard reports of us from ſome mali- 

cious perſon about us, were anhy- : ſet our for 


London. He could neither diſcover 


be, or whoever might have broached them, he 


| | e-tendency, 
nor the author of theſe, but whatever they might 


continued to aſſure our family of his friendſhip | 


and protection. I found, therefore, that hey 


bore my diſappointment with great reſignation, - 


as it was eclipſed in the greatneſs of their own. 
But what perplexed us moſt was to think who 


could be ſo baſe, as to aſperſe the character of a 


family ſo harmleſs as ours, too humble to excite 


envy, and to inoffenlve to create dig. 
ener. XV. 


2 folly of being over - wiſe. 


Tnar evening and part of the followin day 
was employed in fruitleſs attempts to diſcover | 


our enemies: ſcarce a family in the neigbbour- 


hood but incurred our ſuſpicions, and each of 

us had reaſons for our opinion beſt known to our- 

ſelves. As we were in this perplexity, one of our 
little boys, who had been playing abroad, brought 


in a letter - caſe, which he found on the green. 


note, ſuperſcribed, the 0 


W. 


It was quickly known to belong to Mr. Burchell, 
with whom it had been ſeen, and upon exami- 
nation, contained ſome hints upon different ſub: 
jects; but what particularly engaged our atten- 
tion was a ſealed ; 
| of a letter to be ſent to the ladies at Thornlull- 
caſile. It inſtantly occurred that be was the baſe 
J . . | wnfor- SLY 
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informer, und we deliberated wir the note 
fſhould not be broke open. I was againſt it; but 
Sophia, 'who faid ſhe was fure that of all men 
| he would be the laſt to be guilty of ſo much ba- 
ſienels, inſiſted upon its being read. In this ſhe 
was ſeconded by the reſt of the family, and, at 
: _ Joint ſolicitation , L 1 as — e 


Laon „ | 

| „T. Wer will ruſficiently Ae you as to 
y the perſon from whom this comes: one at leaſt 
v» the friend of innocence, and ready to prevent 
" being ſeduced. I am informed for a truth, 
that you have ſome intention of bringing two 
„young ladies to town, whom J have ſoine know- 


= ledge of, under the character of companions. As 


2 would neither have ſunplicity impoſed upon, 
„nor virtue contaminated, I muſt offer it as my 
„opinion, that the impropriety of ſuch a ſtep will 
„be attended with dangerous conſequences, Jt - 
| „bas never been my way to treat the infamous 
5 „or the lewd with ſeverity: nor ſhould I now 
„have taken this method of explaining myſelf, or 
 »reproving folly, did it not aim at Built. Take 
„therefore the admonition of a friend, and ſe- 
"rioully reflect on the conſequences of intro- 
„ducing infamy and vice into retreats, where 
„peace and! innocence. have hitherto reſided.. 4 


— 


hs Our doubts were now at an end. Thers Wach 
med indeed ſomething applicable to both ſides in 
this letter, and its cenlures might as well be re- 


ferred to thoſe to whom it was written, ag to : 


us; but the malicious meaning was obvious, | 
and we went no farther. | My wife had ſcarce 
F . Patien- 


or WAKEFIELD. N 


pauenee to honn me to the nl _ but aided at 
the writer with unreſtraine reſlentment. Olivia 


was equally ſevere, and Sophia ſeemed perfect- 
ly amazed at his baſeneſs. As for my part, it 
appeared to me one of the vileſt inſtance; of up- 
provoked ingratitude I had met with. Not 
cauld I account for it in any other manner ; 
than by i ag. it. to. his, delire of. detaining 
my EP daugh tex in the country, To. bave 
the more frequent opportunites of an interyiew. 
F In this mahner we ajÞ ſate ruminating upon 
- ſchemes of vengeance; » when. our other ls boy 5 5 


came running in to tell us that Mr. Burche was = 
approching at the other end of the field; It is 
_ ealier to conceive than. deſcribe. tlie ;complicated 5 
ſenſations which are felt from the Pain of a re- 


dent . . the pleaſure of appfoachi ven? 
222 | h our intentions were o _ to 
him with his ingratitude; yet it was re- 
Per to do it in a manner that Would be. per- 
fegtly eng. For this, purpoſe Wwe; e $0 | 
meet him with our uſual INOS x to chat in the 2 
g with more than ordinary kindneſs, to 


due him a little; and then in 5 n 


attering calm to buck upon him ke an earth- 
quake, and overwhelm him with the, ſense of his 5 
own, baſeneſs. This being reſolved upon, my 
wife undertook to manage the buſineſs herſelf, 

as ſhe really had ſome talents for fuch 4 nul] 

taking. We law him approach, he entered, drew 
a chair, and ſate down. — — „A fine-day, Mr. 
„Burchell. ! . — „A very fine, day, Doctor; 


„though I fancy we | ſhall have e ſome, Air by the 


| ſhooting of my corng.** — — Phe. ſhooting 


zal Tour horns #..criod, my wiſe in a loud fit of . 


laughter, and then viked pardon for, .beipg fond 
of a — 9 — | Dear, madam, .“ ws ;ePlu d he, 


„1 


1 


— 


\ 
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I pardon you with all my heart; for I proteſt 
„ ſhould not have thought it a joke had you not 
H, told me.“ "Perch 
wife, winking at us, „and yet I dare ſay you 
„ can tell us how many jokes go to an ounce. 
— — „I fancy, Madam,“ returned Burchell, 
you have been reading a jeſtbook this morning, 
„that ounce of jokes is ſo; very good a conceit; 
„and yet, Madam, I had rather ſee half an ounce 
De „of underſtanding.“ — — „I believe you 
v zmight, “ cried my wife, ſtill ſmiling at us, though 
the laugh was againſt her; „and yet I have ſeen 
„ſome men pretend to underſtanding that have 
„very little.“ — — „And no doubt,“ replied 
beer antagoniſt, Jer have known ladies ſet up 
„for wit that ha 
to find that my wife was likely to gain but little 
at this buſineſs; fo IT reſolved to treat him in 
a ſtyle of more ſeverity myſelf. „Both wit and 
underftanding;*® cried I, „are trifles without in- 
gptegrity; it is that wich gives value to every 
_ ,,Character. The ignorant peaſant, without fault, 
vis greater than the philoſopher with many; for 


s not, Sir,“ cried my 


none.“ — — I quickly began 


What is genius or courage without an heart? An 
vhoneſt man is the nobleſt work of God.“. 
„I always held that hackney d maxim of Po- 


npe, “ returned Mr. Burchell, „as very unworthy | 


„a man of genius, and a baſe deſertion of his? 


down Sony: As the reputation of books 
vis raiſed not b 
„the greatneſs of their beauties, ſo.ſhould:that. of 


ot by their freedom from defect, but 


men be priced not for their exem tion from 


„fault, but the ſize of thoſe virtues they are pol- 
' ,jfeſſed of. Theſcholar may want prudence, the 
„ ſtateſman may have pride, and the champion 
 »þferocity ; but ſhall we prefer to theſe the low me- 
„chanic, whe laborioully plods on through life, 


wwith- 


or WAKEFIELD. — 7g 


_ ,;without cenſure or applauſe ? We might as well 
„prefer the tame correct paintings of the Flemiſh 
}chool to the erroneous, but ſublime animations 
_ of the Roman pencil.“ > 1-2 IX 
v5„sSir, “ replied I, „your preſent obſervation 
„is juſt, when there are ſhining virtues and mi- 
„mute defects; but when it appears that great vi- 
„ces are oppoſed in the ſame mind to as extra- 
„ordinary virtues, ſuch a character deſerves con- 
vtempt.T“ e Ro CG 
„Perhaps,“ cried he, „there may be ſome 
v ſuch e as you deſcribe, of great vices 

„joined to great virtues; yet in my progreſs 

„through life, I never yet found one inſtance 

„of their exiſtence: on the contrary, I have 

H ever perceived, that where the mind was ca- 
V»pacious, the affections were good. And 
y„indeed Providence ſeems kindly our friend 
vin this particular, thus to debilitate the under- 
ſtanding where the heart is corrupt, and dimi- 

vniſh the power where there is the will to do mi- 

„chief. This rule ſeems to extend even to other 
„animals: the little vermin race are ever treache- 

„ rous, cruel, and cowardly, whilſt thoſe endowed- 
„with ſtrength and power are generous, brave, 
»and gentle.“ 33) 3 | Bfy 

- ,, Theſe obſeryations ſound well,“ returned 
VI, and yet it would be eaſy this moment to 

Point out a man,“ and I fixed my ey ftedfaſte 
iy upon him. whoſe head and heart form a moſt 
„deteſtable contraſt, Ay, Sir,“ continued I, 

i my voice, and I was glad to have this 
opportunity of detecting him 15 the midſt of his 

Fancied ſecurity. „Do you know this, Sir, this 
„pocket - book?“ — — „Les, Sir,* returned 

he, with a face of impenetrable aſſurance, „that 
vpocket- book is mine, gnd T am glad you have 
Ci om I 
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found itt — „And do yon 'know,* | cxied 
„I, „this letter? Nay, never fulter, man; but 
„look me full in the face: Iſlay, do you know | 


„this letter 74 — — „That letter ?* returned he, 


„yes, it was Ithat wrote that letter.“ —— „And 


„how could you, “ laid I, „ſo baſely, ſo ungrateful- 


„ly, preſume to write this letter?“ — — „And 
h vhow came you „* replied he, with looks of un- 


paralleled effronterv, „ſo balely to preſume to 


„break open this letter? Don't you know, now, 
„I could hang you for this? All that I have 


„to do is to ſwear at the next juſtice's, that you 


„have been guilty of breaking open the lock of 
my pocketbook, and ſo hang you all up at this 
door.“ This piece of unexpected inſolence - rat 
ſed me to ſuch a pitch, that I could ſcarce go- 
vern my paſſion. „Ungrateful wretch, begone, 
„and no longer pollute my dwelling with thy 
Ibaſeneſs. Begone, and never let me ſee thee 
again: go from my doors, and the only puniſh- 
„ment I wilk thee is an alarmed conſcience, which 
„will be a ſufficient tormentor!“ So ſaying, I 
threw hing his pocket - book, which he took up 
with a mile, and ſhutting the claſps with the ut- 
moſt compoſure left us, quite aſtoniſhed at the 


ſerenity of his aſſurance. My wife was particu- 


| larly enraged that nothing could make him angry, 
or make him leem aſhamed of his villainies: „My 
„dear,“ cried I, willing to calm thoſe pallſions 


that had been raiſed too high among us, „we are 


onot to be ſurpriſed that had men want ſhame; 


Hethey only bluſh at being detected in doing good, 
„hut glory in their vices © © 8 


„Guilt and Shame, ſays the allegory, a> 


: „at firſi companions, and in the beginning of their | 
journey inleparably kept together. But their '}F 
nunion Was loon found to be diſagreeable and in · ä 


neon 


Fer 


or WAKEFIELD, 3 


vaonveqient to both; Guilt gave ſhame frequent 
,unealineſs, and Shame often betrayed the lecret 
„conſpiracies of Guilt, After long diſagreement 
„therefore they at lenght conſented to part for 
„ever, Guilt boldly walked forward alone, to 
„overtake Fate, that went before in the ſhape 
 »0f an executioner; but Shame being naturally 
 »timorous, returned back to keep company wah 
„Virtue, which, in the beginning of their jour- 
ney, they had left behind. Thus, my children, 
„after men have travelled through, a few ſtages 
vin vice, ſhame forſakes them, and returns back 
„to wait upon the few yirtues they have ftill re- 
% 2 


8 

| The family uſe art, which is appoſed with fil 
5 F; 8 
Wuarrvrn might have been Sophia's ſenſations, 
the reſt of the family was eaſily conloled for Mr. 
Burchell's abſence by the company of our land- 


lord, whole viſits now became more frequent and 


longer. Though he had been diſappointed in 
procuring my daughters the amuſements of the 
town, as he deſigned, he took every opportunt- 
ty of ſupplying them with thoſe little recreations, 
which our retirement would admit of. He uſual- 
ly came in the morning, and while my ſon and 
I followed our occupations abroad, he. ſat with 
the family at home, and amuſed them by deſcrz- 
bing the town, with every part of which he was 
particularly acquainted. He could repeat all the 
_ obleryations that were retailed in the r ee 
of the play - houſes, and had all the good things 
of the high wits by rote long before they 4 
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8 a viſit to neighbour F amboroug 


- limmer, who trave 


their way into the jeſt- books. The intervals bet- 
ween converſation were employed in teaching my 
daughters piquet, or ſometimes in letting my 


two little ones to box, to make them ſharp, as 
he called it: but the hopes of having him for a 


lon in-law in ſome, meaſure blinded us to all his 
| imperfections. It muſt be owned that my wife | 


laid a thouſand ſchemes to entrap him; or, to 


e it more tenderly, uſed every art tounagnify 


he merit of her daughter. If the cakes at tea 


eat ſhort, and criſp, they were made by Olivia; if 
the gooleberry wine was well knit, the gooſeber- 
ries were of her gathering: it was her fingers 
which gave the pikles their peculiar green; and 
in the compolitions of a pudding, it was her judg- '_ 
ment that mixed the ingredients. Then the poor 
woman would lometimes tell the Squire, that 
ſhe thought him and Olivia extremely of a ſize, 
and would bid both ſtand. up to ſee which was the 
talleſt. Theſe inſtances of cunning, which ſhe 


thought impenetrable „ yet whi ; every body 


ſaw through, were very pleafing to our bene- 
factor, who gave every day ſome, new proofs of 
his paſhon, which, though they had net ariſen 


to propoſals of marriage, yet we thought fell but 
very little ſhort of it; and his lownels was attribu- 


ted ſometimes to native baſhfulneſs, and ſomes 
times to his fear of offending his uncle. An oc- 
currence, however, which happened. ſoon after, 
put it beyond a doubt, that he deſigned to 
become one of our family; my wife even re- 
garded it as an abſolute promiſe. _ „ 


My wife and daughters happening to return 
family had lately got their pictures drawn by a 
i led the country, and took 


or WAKEEIIDb 33 
likeneſses at fifteen. ſhillings a bead. : As this "oh Mey 


mily and ours had long a lort of rivalry in point 
of taſte, our ſpirit took the alarm at this ſtolen 
march upon us, and notwithianding all I could 
| ſay, and I ſaid much, it was reſolved that we 
| ſhould have our pictures done too. Having, the- 
refore, engaged the limmer, (for what could 1 


do?) our next. deliberation was to ſhew the ſupe- 


riority of our talte in the attitudes. As for our 
_ neighbour's family, there were ſeven of them, 
8 wid they were e with ſeven oranges, a 
thing quite out of taſte, no variety in life, no 
compolition in the world. We deſired to have 


ſomething in a brighter ſtyle, end, after many 


debates, at,lcngth came to an unanimous reſo- 
lution of being drawn together, in one large hi- 
ſtorical family. piece. This would be cheaper, ſince - 


one frame would ſerve for all, and it would © 


_ be. infinitely more genteel ; for all families of any 
taſte were now drawn in the ſame manner. As 
wie did not immediately recollect an hiſtorical ſub- 
ject to bit us, we were contented each with 
| th drawn as independent hiſtorical figures. 
My wife deſired to be repreſented as Venus, and 
the painter was deſired not to be too frugal of 
his 8 in her ſtomacher and hair. Her two 
little ones were to be as Cupids by her ſide, while 


I, in my gown and band, was to preſent her with | 


mv book on the Whiſtonian controverſy. Oli- 

via would be drawn as an Amazon fitting upon 
a bank of flowers, dreſt in a green joſeph, rich- 

Iy laced with gold, and a whip in her, hand. 
Sophia was to be a ſhepherdeſs, with as many 


ſheep as the painter could put in for nothing; 4 


: and Moſes was to be dreſſed out with an hat and i; 


| white feather. Our taſte ſo. much pleaſed te 


Squire, that be inſiſted on ”—-_ put in 48 9 . 
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of the family in the character of Alexander the 

great, at Olivia's feet. This was conſidered by 
us all as an indication of his deſire to be intro- 
duced into the family, nor could we refuſe his 


requeſt. The painter was therefore ſet to work, 
and as he wrought with aſhduity and expedition, 


in leſs than four days the whole was compleated: 
Ihe piece was large, and it muſt be owned he did 
not {pare his colours; for which my wife 3 
| [i 


eat encomiums. We were: all perfectly ſatis- 


_ fied with his performance, but an unfortunate 
_ circumſtance had not occurred till the 
finiſhed, which now Gruck us with diſmay, It 
was ſo very large that we had no place in the 
boulſe to fix it. How we all came to diſregard 
ſo material a point is inconceivable ; but certam is 
is, we had been all greatly remiſs. The picture; 
therefore, inſtead of gratifying our vanity, as 
we hoped, leaned in a moſt mortifying man- 
Her againſt the kitchen wall, where the canvas 
Fretched and painted, much too large to 
be got thro' any of the doors, and the jeſt 
of all our neighbours. One compared it to Ro- 
binſon Cruſoe's long - boat, too large to be remo- 
ved; another thought it more reſenibled a reel 
in bottle; ſome wondered how it could be got 
out, but ſtill more were amazed how it ever got in. 
But though it excited the ridicule of ſome, 
it effectually raifed more malicious ſuggeſtions in 
many. The 'Squire's portrait being found united 
with ours, was an honor too great to eſcape envy. 
Scandalous whiſpers began to circulate at our ex- 
pence, and our tranquillity was ' continually dif- © 
turbed by perſons, who came as friends to tet 
us what was ſaid of us by enemies. Theſe re- 
| 2 we always reſented with becoming ſpirit; 


icture was 


t {candal ever improves by oppoſition. 
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Me once again therefore entered into con- 
ſultation upon obviating the malice of our en- 
emies, and at laſt came ta a reſolution, which had 
too much cunning to give me entire ſatisfaction, 
It was this: as our principal object was to dif- 
cover the honour of Mr. Thornhill's addreſſes, 
my wife untertook to ſound him, by pretending 
to aſk his advice in the choice of an buſband for 
her eldeſt daughter. If this was not found ſuffi- 
_ _ ctent to induce him to a declaration, it was then 
reſolved to terrify him with a rival. To this laſt 
ſtep, however, I would by no means give my 
cConſent, till Olivia gave me the moſt ſok 
ſurances that ſhe would marry the perſon provi- 
ded to rival him upon the occaſion, if he did 
not prevent it, by taking her himſelf. Such was 
= 2 laid, which, though I did not ſtrenu - 
oully oppoſe, I did not entirely approve. 


_ The next time, therefore, that Mr. Thorn- 
hill came to ſee us, my girls took care to be out 
of tho way, in order to give their mama an 
opportunity of pang her ſcheme in execution; 

but they only retired to the next room, from 


whence they could overhcar the whole converſa- 


tion: my wife artfully introduced it, by obſer- 
ving, that one of the Miſs Flamboroughs was 
3 like to have a very good match of it in Mr. Span- 

ker. To this the Squire alſenting, ſhe*proceeded 
to remark, that they who had warm fortunes 


5 were always ſure of getting good huſ bands; 


„But heaven - help,“ continued ſhe, „tlie girls 


that have none. What ſignifies beauty, Mr. 
A » Thornhill? or what fignifies all the virtue, and 


1 »all the qualifications in the world, in this age 
of ſelf-intereſt? It is not, what, is ſhe ? but what 


»has (he? is all the cry. C 2 


emn al- 


. young ladies 
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J'E „Madam, 15 returned he, „1 bighly | approve 
„the Jultice, as well as the novelty, of your re- 
„marks, and if I were a king, it ſhould be 
vy„other wiſe. It ſhould then, indeed, be fine 
„times with the girls without fortunes: our two T 

ould be the nul for whom 1 
„would provide.“ - 
, O20. returned my wits; „you are 
pleaſed to be facetious; but I wiſh I were a 
„queen and then I know where my eldeſt daugh- 


„ter ſhould look for an hu band. But now, that 
„ou have put it into my head, ſerioully, Mr. 


„Thornhill, can't you recommend - me a proper 
+ huſband for her? ſhe is now nineteen years old, 
„well grown „ and well educated, nat in my 
0 „humb 6 opinion, does not want for parts. T 
5 „Madam,“ replied he, „If T were to chooſe, 
vl would find out a perſon poſſeſſed of every ac- 
„compliſhment that can make an angel happy. 


„One with prudence, fortune , taſte, and fin- 


_ cerity ; ſuch, madam, would be, in my opinion, 
„the proper huſ band.“ „Ay, Sir,“ ſaid the, 
„but do you know of any ſuch perſon 2 — 
„No, Madam,“ 3 he, «it; is impoſſible 3 
v»zknow any perſon that deſerves to be her hus- 


| »band: ſhe's too great a treaſure for one man's 


| ,Polleſſon; ſhe's a goddeſs. Upon my ſoul, 1 


„peak what I think, ſhe's an angel. — — „Au, 


„Mr. Thornhill, you only flatter my poor | 


13 but we have been thinking of martying 


| her to one of your tenants, whoſe mother is 


_ »iately dead, and who wants a manager: you | 
know whim I mean, farmer Williams; a warm 
„man, Mr. Thornhill, able to give her good : 
' bread; and who has ſeveral times made her pro- 
* cee ee (which was actually the caſe) "bat; 2 
concluded the % * * de glad to have E 
I „your 


\ 
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* | our approbation of our 3 — © 
„Madam, replied he, „my approbaiont My ap- 


„probation of ſuch a choice! Never. What! la- 


: »Ccrifice ſo much beauty, and ſenſe, and good: 
»nels, to a creature inſenſible of the blelling! 


3 


- 


„Excuſe, me, I can never approve of ſuch a piece 


v of injuſtice! And I have my reaſons! —— „In- 


deed, Sir, cried Dedorah, if you have your reaſons, 


_ wthat's another affair; but I ſhould be glad to know 
ythoſe reaſons.“ — — „Excuſe me, Madam, “ re- 


„turned he, „they lie too deep for diſcovery: . 

Chaying his hand upon his boſom) „they remain bu- 
ned, rivetted here.“ 

99 After he was gone, upon geners] conſulta- 


tion, we could not tell what to make of theſe 
fine 1 Olivia conſidered them as inſtances 
of the moſt exalted palhon; but I was not quite 


oO ſangune: it ſeem'd to me pretty plain, that 


they had more of love, than matrimony in them: 
yet, whatever they might portend, it was reſol- 
ved to proſecute the ſcheme of farmer Williams, 


who, from my daughter's firſt appearance in the 
- N . her his 3 : | 


* 


CHAP. xv IT. 


: Scarce any vitue found to refiſt the power of long 


and pleaſing g temptati 


. 1 N ſtudied my child's real happineſs, 5 . 5 
| aſſiduity of Mr. Williams, pleaſed me, as he 
' was in eaſy circumſtances, prudent and lincere. - 
It required but very little encouragement to 
_ revive bis former patſhon: ſo that in an eve- 

ning or two he and Mr. Thornhall met at n 

| houſe, and ſurveyed each other for ſome time 


0 looks of anger; but Williams owed his 


= 4 5 land- 
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landlord 10 rent, and little regarded his indigna- 
tion. Olivia, on her ſide, acted the coquet to 


perfection, if that might be called 4 hich 
Was her real character, pretending to Javilh all 


her tenderneſs om her new lover. Mr: Thornhill 


appeared quite dejected at this preference, and 
with a penſive air took leave, though I own. it 


puzzled me to find him iu ſo much in as he ap- 


peared to be, when he had it in his power ſo 


eaſily to remove the cauſe, by declaring an ho- 
nourable paſhon. But whatever uneaſineſs he fee- 
med to endure, it could eaſily be perceived that 


_ Olivia's anguiſh was ſtill greater. After any of 


_ thele interviews between her lovers, of which 
there were ſeveral, ſhe uſuallyiretired to ſolitude, 
and there indulged her grief, It was in ſuch 
aj ſituation I found her one evening, after ſhe 
had been for ſome time ſupporting a fictitious gays _ 
cty. — — „Lou now ſee my child,“ ſaid I, 
„that your confidence in Mr. Thornhill's paſſion 
„vas all a dreem: he permits the rivalry of an- 
„other, every way his inferior, though he khows 
pit lies in his power to {ecure you to himſelf by 
va candid declaration.“ — — „Les, papa,“ 
returned ſhe, „but he has his reaſons for ch 8 
„lay; Iknow he has. The ſincerity of his looks 
„and words convince me of his real eſteem. A 
v»fhort time, I hope, will diſcover the generoſity 
„of his ſentiments, and convince you that my 
,»Opinion of him has been more juſt than yours.“ 
— — „Olivia, my darling,“ returned I ,eve- 
„ry Icheme that bas been hitherto purſued to com- 
 »Pel him to a declaration, has been propoſed and 
| 2 by yourſelf, nor can you in the leaſt 
way that I have conftrained you. But you muſt 
v»not luppoſe, my dear, that I will ever be in- 
»ſtrumenta] in ſuffering his honeſt rival to be the 
5 . by V 
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H dupe of your ill - placed paſſion. Whatever time 
you require to bring your fancied admurer to 

Jo granted; but at the ex- 
„piration of that term, if hie is ſtill regardleſs, I 
„muſt abſolutely inſiſt that honeſt Mr. Williams 
„hall be rewarded- for his fidelity. The charac- 


„an explanation ſhall 


„ter which I have hitherto, ſupported in life de- 


uimands this from me, and my tenderneſs as a 


„parent ſhall never influence my iutegrity as a 


man. Name then your day, let it be as diſtant 
Has you think proper, and in the mean time take 
care to let Mr. Thornhill] know the exact r. wh 
yon which I deſign delivering you up to an- 
other. If he really loves you, his own good 
„ſense will readily fuggeſt that there is but one 
ymethod alone to prevent his loſing you for ever.“ 
— — This propoſal, which ſhe could not avoid 
cConfidering as perfectly juſt, was readily agreed 
to. She again renewed e ee 5 
of marrying Mr. Williams, in caſe of the other's 
inſenſibility; and at the next opportunity in Mr. 
Thornhill's preſence, that day month was fixed 
upon for her nuptials with his rival. 3 
SGllauch vigorous proceedings ſeemed to redouble 
Mr. Thornhill's anxiety; but what Olivia really 
felt gave me ſome uneafineſs. In this ſtruggle 
between prudence and paſhon, her vivacity quite 
forſook her, and every opportunity of ſolitude 
was ſought, and ſpent in tears. One week paſ- 
| Ted uway?7 but Mr. Thornhill made no efforts to 
- refirain her nuptials. The ſucceeding week he 
was fiill aſhduous; but no more open. On the 
third he diſcontinued his viſits entirely, and in- 
ſtead of my daughter teſtifying any impatience, 
as I expected, the ſeemed to retain a penſive 
5 | wg cape which I looked upon as reſignation 
| For my own part, I was now incerily * . 
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18 with thinking that my child was going to 6 dy ſe- 
cured in a continuance of competence and peace, 


and frequently applauded her reſolution, in 1 751 
ferring happineſs to oſtentation. 
It was within about four days of her inten- 


ded nuptials, that my little family at night were 
gathered round a charming fire, telling ſtories 


of the paſt, and laying ſchemes. for the future. 


Buſied in forming a thouſand projects, and laugh- 
Ing at whatever folly came uppermoſt, „Well, 


Moſes ,* cried I, „we ſhall ſoon, my boy, 100 
„̃ſ wedding in the family; what is your opinion 
„of matters and things 1 in general P54 — — „My 


„opinion, father, is that all things go on very 
„well; and I was juſt now thinking, that when 
_ - oofifter Livy is married to farmer Williams, we 


„shall then have the loan of bis cyder-preſs and 


"brewing tubs for nothing.“ — — „That we 


„hall, Moſes,“ — — cried I, „and he will 


 »ſing us Death and the Lady, to raiſe our ſpirits 
Into the bargain.* — — ,,He has taught that 
long to our Dick, ( cried Moſes, „and I think 


„he goes through it very yur: « — — ,,Does 


he 10 2“ cried I, „then let us have it; where's 


„little Dick? let him up with it boldly.“ — — 
„My brother Dick, cried Bill, my youngeſt, is juſt 
,,gone out with ſiker Livy; but Mr. Williams 
os "Fo taught me two ſongs,” and Tl ſing them 
5 831 rar, papa. Which ſong do you chooſe, 


he * Swan, or the Elegy an the death of 


* mad dog ?* „The elegy, cha, by all means,“ 

„ ſaid I; „I never heard that yet; and Deborah, 

„my life, grief you know is ** let us have a 

8. os beſt gooleberry wine, to keep up 

i „our ſpirits. I have wept Io uch at all ſorts 

of, elegies of late, that without an enlivening 
Tem f ſure this will overcome me; and So- 


n — | 


„bottle of 


v glaſs 


9] 


1 „warn, 4% - - 
| * love, take your guitar, and thrum f in with 
= vche boy a little. 4 


— g 4 * 


N Exzer on n the D Death of « mad Dy 


| f 3 people ull, of every . 

& Give ear unto my ſong; 

And if you find it wondrous ſhort, 
It cannot 5 you long. 


Bla We e wee a man, 

Of whom the world might ſay, 
That ſtill a godly race he ran, . 
| _Whene er he went to Puy. | XN 


2 A kind wad nts) hesft he kad, 

Io comfort friends and foes ; "WM 
The naked every day he clad, 

| When be me on his cloaths, 


And i in chat town a dog was found, * 
4 As many dogs there be, 
1 * wages; e whelp, and hound, 
5 * curs o low d Bree | 


; Thie PUN ad man at ark ware friends; 
But when a Fu a ue _ _ 


The dog, to ate ends, 
25 Went ma and bit man. 
| Around from! il the neighbour g roots, 
« She wondering nei 3 . e | 
| And ſwore the i had dot as 
10 ans * a man. 1 
; 1 3 | s | 2 - | | 3 
N Wink | 
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4 The wail; it kane both fore and ſad, | 
To every chriſtian eye; 
And while they ſwore the dog was mad, : 
TROP ſwore the man wo d die. 


But ſoon a wand came to light, - 


That ſhew'd the they led; 5 
. The man recoverd of the bite, 
The dog it was that ay. 4 0 
1 


>: WY very 54 bor.” Bill, | upon my a 
Hand an elegy that may truly be called tragical. 
„Come, my children, here's Bill's health, and 
„may he one day be a biſhop .“ 7 
„With all my heart & cried my wits; . 3 5 
— as welt as he ſings, I make 
 ,,no doubt of him. The moſt of his family, We : 
„the mother's fide, could ſing a good Jong: it 

' was a common ſaying in our country, that Pg i 
„family of the Blenkinſops could never look 
Hltraight before them, nor the Hugginſons blow _ 
„out a candle; that there were none of the Gro- 

»grams but could ſing a ſong, or of the Marjo- 
„rams but could tell a ſtory.“ — — „However 


„that be,“ cried I, „the moſt vulgar ballad of 


„all generally pleaſes me better than the ſine 
„modern odes, and things that petrify us in 
„a ſingle lanza; productions that we at once 


„deteſt and praiſe. Put the glaſs to your broth- 


»„er, Moſes. The great fault of theſe elegiaſts 
vis, that they are in deſpair for griefs that give 
„the ſenſible part of mankind very little 
lady loſes her muff, her 3 or WA es. 1 ng 
3 . ee Moen runs home to . the a 5 
| ter. 4 E 8 

| ,That may be the ds „* cried Moſes, "0 
ſeine protons; ; but the g—_ ye 4 | 
| „ 
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„that come down to us are erfectly familiar, and 
„all caſt in the ſame mould: Collin mets Dolly, 


„and they hold a dialogue together; he gives her 3 
„a fairing to put in her hair, and ſhe preſents 


E „Ain wit a noſegay; and then th 55 


go together 
„to church, where they give good a 


8 


And very good advice too, ( cried I, and I : 
vam told there is not a place in the world where 
vadvice can be given with ſo mueh propricty as 


„there; for, as it perſuades us to marry, it alſo 
H„furniſhes us with a wife; and _ that muſt 
 qQabe an excellent market, my boy, w 


„wanting.“ f 


„es, Sir,“ returned Moſes, „and I know but 
Hof two ſuch markets for wives in Europe, Rane- 


 wlagh in England, and Fontarabla in Spain. The 


VsSpaniſh market is open once a year, but our 


 »Engliſh wives are ſaleable every night.“ 


„Mou are right, my boy, cried his mother. 


V5 ld England is the only place in the world for 
„huſ bands to get wives.“ — — „And for wives 


„to manage their huſ bands,“ interrupted I. „It 
_ 12 abroad, that if a _ were built 
| 5 he Continent 


„acrols the ſea, all the ladies of | 
„would come over to take pattern from ours; 


1 for there are no ſuch wives in Europe as our 


v„own. But let us have one bottle more, Debo- 
iah, my life, and Moſes, give us a good ſong. 


V„What thanks do we not owe to heaven for thus 
vbeſtowing tranquility, health, and competence. 
„I think myſelf happier now than the greateſt 
- monarch upon earth. He has no ſuch Hireſide, 
vnor ſuch pleaſant faces about it. Tes, Debo- 
| wah, we are now growing old; but the — 


8 


e 
vice to young 
nymphs and ſwains to get married as faſt as 


T6 ere we are 
„told what we want, and lupplied with it when 


. : * 
6 - , — 
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_ * ,,my poor papa do, when he knows I am undone! “ 


— 


- 1 


„of our life is likely to be happy. We are de- 
y„ſcended/ from anceſtors that knew no ſtain, and 
we ſhall leave a good and virtuous race of child- 
„ren behind us. While we live they will be 


„our ſupport and our pleaſure here, and when 
wwe die they Will transmit our honouruntainted 


„to poſterity. Come, my ſon, we wait for a 


„Jong: let us have a chorus. But where is my 9 | » 

—_ ,darling Olivia? That little cherub's voice is T — 
„ways [weeteſt in the concert.* — — Juſt as 1 5 

| »{poke, Dick came _— in, „O papa, pa- » 
„pa, {he is gone from us, the is gone from us, || » 
„my ſiſter Livy is gone from us for ever!“! — * | © 
„Gone, child!“ — — „Les, ſhe is gone off 8 ” 

| „with two entlemen in a poſt - chaiſe , and one 1 I 


„of them killed her, and ſaid he would die for 
her, and ſhe cried very much, and was for com- 
„ing back; but he perſuaded her again, and ſhe 
„went into the chaiſe, and ſaid: O what will 


— — „Now then,“ cried I, my children, go 
Hand be miſerable; for we ſhall never enjoy one 
„hour more, And O my Heaven's eyerlaſting fury 
„light upon him and his! Thus to rob 88 my 
„child! And ſure it will, for taking back my 


y ſweet innocent that I was leading up to heaven. 


„Such ſincerity as child was poſſeſt of! But 
„all our th happineſs is now over! Go, my 
„children, go, and be miſerable and infamous; for 

„my heart is broken within me | — — „Father,“ 
_ cried my ſon, „is this your fortitude * — — 
Fortitude, child! Yes, he ſhall ſee I have for- 

- -. latude! Bring me my piſtols. III purſue: the 

„traitor. While he is on earth, III purſue him. * 

„Old as I am, he ſhall find T can ſting him yet. 

„The villain, perfidious villain!“ — — I had 3 

by this time reached down my piſtols, when' | - 


or WAKEFIELD. | 95 
my 7 poor wife, whoſe paifons were not ſo * a5 


das mine, caught me in her arms. „My dear 


Jdeareſt buſband, cried ſhe, ,the bible 3 is the 


only weapon that is fit for your old hands now. 
 »Open that, my love, and read our anguiſh into 
Patience, for ſhe has vilely deceived us.“ — 


vlndeed, Sir,* reſumed my fon, after a pauſe, 
nm your rage is too violent and unbecoming, You 


„ihould be my mother's comforter, and you en- 
„ereaſe her pain. It ill ſuited you and your reverend 


„character thus to curſe your greateſt enemy: you . 


„ſhould not have curſt him, villam as be is.“! — 
— „I did not curſe him, child; ” * Þ þ , Ba 


Indeed, Sir, you did; you curk him twice.“ 


— „Then may heaven forgive me and him, if 1 
„did. And now, my ſon, I ſee it was more 


| "than human benevolence that firſt thought us to 


v ,zbleſs our egemies! Bleſt be his holy name for all 


— 


„the good be hath given, and for all that be hath 
, „taken away. But it is not, it is not a ſmall diſtreſs 
y that can wring tears from theſe old eyes, that have 
not wept for ſo many years. My child! — — 
„To undo my darling! May confuſion ſeize! — _ 
„Heaven forgive me, what am I about to ſay! 


„Nou may remember, my love, how good lhe 


„was, and how charming; till this vile moment 
„all ber care was to make us happy. Had ſhe but 
„died! Buf ſhe is gone, the honour of our family | 
ncontaminated, and I muſt look out for happi- 
vneſs in other worlds than here. But my child, 
 »you ſaw them go off: perhaps he forced ber P 
v»„away? If he forced her, ſhe may yet be inno- 


„cent.“ — — „Ah no, Sir!“ cried the child; 


he only killed her, and called her his an- 
: „gel: and ſhe wept very much and leaned 


„upon him, and they drove off very faſt.“ — 


5 nShe's an ungrateful creature, cried my wife, 


* | | . ö 
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| „who could bes P eak for v eeping, to uſe us 


ad the | conſtraint put 


„thus. She never 
„upon her affections. The 4. ſtrumpet has 


: „ſe y deſerted her parents without any ee Fe 
„tion, thus to bring your grey hairs to the gray * 


| „and I muſt ſhortly follow.“ 


In this manner that night, the firk of our _ 
real migfortunes, was ſpent in the bitterneſs of 
complaint, and in ſupported ſallies of enthuſiasm. 
I hdetermined, however, to find out our betrayer, 5 
_ Wherever he was, and reproach his baſeneſs. The 
next morning we milled our wretched child at 

| breakfaſt, where the ule to give life and chear- 


fulneſs to us all. My wife, as before, attemp- 
ted to eaſe her heart by reproaches. . „Never,“ 


cried ſhe, ſhall that vileſt ſtain of our family 
„again darken thoſe harmleſs doors. I will nev- 
Her call her daughter more, No, let the ſtrumpet 
live with her vile ſeducer: ſhe may bring us to 

„ſhame, but ſhe ſhall never more deceive us.“ 

| » Wife os ſaid | „do not talk thus hardly. 
„My deteſtation of her guilt is as great as 
„yours; but ever ſhall this houſe and this 
„heart be open to a poor returning repentant ſin- 
„ner. The ſooner ſhe returns 5 


en de the more welcome ſhall ſhe be to me. 


or the firſt time the very beſt may err; art 


„may perſuade, and novelt -/ ſpread out its harm. 
„The firſt fault is the child 


wretched creature ſhall be welcome to this 


„heart and this houle, though ſtained with ten p 
„thouſand vices. I will again hearken to the mu- 


_ wlic of her voice, again will I hang fondly ou 
„her boſom, if I find 


. "tom, bring hither my bible prog my ſtaff; I will 
erke her, wherever he 5 and though 1 


. 


rom her trans- 


of limplicity; but | 
„every other the offſpring of guilt. Yes, the 


but repentance there. My 
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„cannot ſave her from ſhame, IT may prevent the 
„contintance of iniquity. “ 1 2 


DE. a 
The purſuit of a father to reclaim a loft child to 8 


0 virtue. | | 58 8 
Tuc the child could not deſcribe the gentle- 
man's perſon who handed his ſiſter into the poſt- 
_ chaiſe, yet my ſuſpicions fell entirely _ our 
young landlord, whoſe character for Iuch in- 
trigues was but too well known. I therefore di- 
rected my ſteps towards Thornhill caſtle, reſol- 
ving to upbraid him, and, if pollible, to bring 
back my daughter; but before I reached his 
ſeat, I was met by of one my pariſhioners, who 
laid he ſaw, a young lady reſembling my daughter 
in a poſt - chaiſe with a gentleman, whom, by 
the defcription, I could only gueſs to be Mr. 
Burchell, and that they drove very faſt, This 
information, however, did by no means ſatisfy 

me. I therefore went to che young *Squire's, 
and though it was yet early, inſiſted upon ſeeing 
him immediately: he foon appeared with the mol 

open familiar air, and ſeemed perfectly ama- 
zed at my daughter's elopement, proteſting upon 


his honour that he was quite a ſtranger to it. I 


now therefore condemned my former ſuſpicions, 
and could turn them only on Mr. Burchell, who 


I érecollected had of late ſeveral private confe- - 


rences with ber: but the appearance of another 
_ witneſs left me no room to doubt of his villainy, 
who averred, that he and my daughter were 
actually gone towards the Wells, about thirty 


miles off, where there was a great deal of com- ; 
* pany, Being driven to that ſtate of mind, in 


which we are more ready to act precipitately 


millead me, but reſo 


guiſhed 


— 


# 
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than to reaſon right, I never debated with my- 
ſlelf, whether chele accounts might not have been 
given by perſons e placed in my way, to 
ved to purſue my daughter 
and her fancied deluder thither. I walked along 
with earneſtneſs, and enquired of ſeveral by the 
way: but recieved no accounts, till entering the 
town, I wes met by a perſon on horſeb 
_ whom I remembered to have ſeen at the'Squire's, 
and he aſſured me, that if I followed them to the 
races, which were but thirty miles farther, 1 
- might depend upon overtaking them; for he had 
| ſeen them dance there the night before, and the 
Whole aſſembly ſeemed charmed with my daugh- 
ter's performance. Early the next day I walked 
forward to the races, and about four in the af- 
ternoon I came upon the courſe. The company 
made a very brilliant appearance, all earneſtly 
employed in one purſuit, that of pleafure; how 
different from mine, that of reclaiming a loſt. 
child to virtue! I thought I perceived Mr. Bur- 
chell at ſome diſtance from me; but, as if he 
dreaded an interview upon my approaching him, 
he mixed among a crowd and I ſaw him no more. 
I now reflected that it would be to no purpole to 
continue my purſuit farther, and reſolved to returm 
home to an innocent family, who wanted my aſſi- 
ſtance. But the agitations of my mind and the fati- 
| 2 I had undergone, threw me into a fever, the 


2 of which I perceived before I came off 
e 


patiently to wait the iſſue of my diſorder. I lan- 
4 near three weeks; but at laſt my 
_- | = 9 


ack, 


courſe. This was another unexpected ſtroke, 

as I was more than ſeventy miles diſtant from 

home: however, I retired to a little ale - houſe 

buy the road - fide, and in this place, the uſual 
retreat of indigence and frugality, I laid me down 


f 
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| ___ confiitution prevailed, though I was unprovided 
| with money to defray the expences of my enter- 
tainment. It is poſſible the anxiety from this laſt 
_ circumſtance alone might have brought on arelapſe, 
had it not been ſupplied by a traveller who ſtopped 
-4 to take a curſory refreſhment. This perſon was no 
2A other than the philanthropic bookſeller in St. Paul's 
1 _ Church-yard, who has written ſo many little books 
x for children: he called himſelf their friend; but be 
: was the friend of all mankind. He was no ſoo- 
ner alighted, but he was in haſte to be gone; 
tor he was ever on buſineſs of the utmoſt impor- 
| tance, and was at that time actually compiling 
1 materials for the hiſtory of one Mr. Thomas Trip. 
| I immediately recollected this 'o0d-natyred man's 
; | red pimpled face; for he had publiſhed for me 
againſt the Deuterogamiſts of the age, and from 
him I borrowed a few pieces, to be paid at my 
return. Leaving the inn, therefore, as I was 
yet but weak, I reſolved to return home by caſy 
journies of ten miles a day. My health and uſual 
_ tranquillity were almoſt reſtored, and I now con- 
demned that pride which had made me refractory 
to the hand of correction. Man little knows what 
calamities are beyond his patience to bear till he 
tries them; as in aſcending the heights of ambi- 
tion, which look bright from below, every ſtep 
we riſe ſhews us ſome new and gloomy proſpect- 
of hidden diſappointment ; ſo in our defcent from 
the ſummit of pleaſure, though the vale of mi- 
| fery below may appear at firſt dark and gloomy, 
* pet the buſy mind, ftill attentive to its own amuſe- 
TS ment finds as we deſcend ſomething to flatter 
| and pleaſe. Still as we approach, the darkef 
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| objects appear to brighten, and the mental eye 
becomes adapted to its gloomy ſituation. 
1 now proceeded f> wax | „ and had-walked 
) CIS = about 
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about two hours, when I perceived what appea- 
red at a diſtance like a waggon, which I was re- 
| ſolved to overtake; but when I came up with it, 
found it to be a ſtrolling company's cart, that | 
was carrying their [cenes and other theatrical fur- 
niture to the next village, where they were to 
exhibit. The cart was attended only by the per- 
ſon who drove it, and one of the company , as 
the reſt of the players were to follow the enſuing 
day. Good company upon the road, ſays the 
proverb, is the ſhorteſt cut; I therefore entered 
into converſation with the poor player; and as 
T once had lome theatrical powers mylelf, I deſ- 
canted on ſuch topics with my uſual freedom; but 
as I was but little acquainted with the preſent 
| tate of the ſtage, I demanded who were the pre- 
ſent theatrical writers in vogue, who the Dry- 


dens and Otways of the day. — — „I fancy, ' 

,zSir,* cried the player, „few of our modern dra- 3 

; „matiſts would think themſelves much honoured 4 
1 „by being compared to the writers you mention. f 


„Dryden and Rowe's manner, Sir, are quite out 
5 vof faſhion; our taſte has gone back a whole cen- 
4 „tury; Fletcher, Ben Johnſon, and all-the plays 
Lt doof Shakeſpeare, are the only things that go 
„down.“ — — „How,“ cried I, is it poſſible 
\ | vthe preſent age can be Pens with that anti- 

| . e dialect, that obſolete humour, thoſe over- 
e in 


| : arged characters which abound in the works 
WM |  »zyou mention?“ — „Sir,“ returned my compa- 
"  _,nion, the public think nothing about dialect or 
1 -  wbumpur, or character; for that is none of their 


vhbuſineſs; they only go to be amuſed, and find 
themſelves happy when they can enjoy a panto- 
„mime, under the ſanction of Johnſon's or Sha- 

| „kel ears name..“ — „So then, 1 ſuppoſe,“ 
cried I, „that our modern dramatiſts are rather 
3 „ | vimita- 
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imitators of Shakeſpeare than nature. — — 
„To lay the truth,“ returned my companion, 
„I don't know that they imitate any thing at all, 
„nor indeed does the public require it of them: 
it is not the compolition of the piece, but the 
* number of ftarts and attitudes that may be in- 
_ ztroduced into it that elicits applauſe. I have 
„known a piece with not one jeſt in the whole, 
„ſhrugged into popularity, and another ſaved by 
the poet's throwing in a fit of the gripes. No, 
„Sir, the works of Congreye and Farquhar have 
 ot00 much wit in them for the preſent taſte ;' our 
modern dialect is much more natural“ 
By this time the equipage of the ſtrolling 
company was arrived at the village, which, it 
ſeems, had been appriſed of our approach, and 
was come out to gaze at us; for my companion 
obſerved, that ſtrollers always have more ſpecta- 
tors without doors than within. I did not con- 
fider the impropriety of my being in ſuch com- 
pany till T law a mob gather about me. I there- 
. fore t6ok ſhelter, as faſt as pollible, in the firſt 
_ alehoule that offered; and being ſhewn into the 
common room, was accoſted by a very well dreſt 
gentleman, who demanded whether T was the 
real chaplain of the company, or whether it was 
only to be my maſquerade character in the play. 
Upon informing him of the truth, and that I did 
not belong in any fort to the company, he was 
condescending enough to deſire. me and the play- 
er to partake in a bowl of punch, over which 
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de diſcuſſed modern politics with great earneſt- 
neſs and intereſt. I ſet him down in my own 
mind for nothing leſs than a parliament - man at 
leaſt; but was almoſt confirmed in my conjec- 
tures, when upon aſking what there was in the 
nliked that the player * 
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; houle ſor ſupper, he 1 
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I ſhould fup with him at his houſe, with which 
5 F , aſter ſome entreaties, we were prevai- 
le „ | 


on to comply. | 


i BAS. X1K; - 
The deſcription of a perſon diſcontented with the 
: preſent ron Ho and apprehenſive of the EN 


| loſs of our liberties. 
I Ta xz houſe, where.we were to be entertained, 
_ lying at a ſmall diftance from the village, our in- 
viter obſerved, that, as the coach was not ready, 
| he would conduct us on foot, and we ſoon ar- 
_ rived at one of the moſt magnificent manſions 1 
had ſeen in that part of the country. The ap- 
partment into which we were ſhewn was per- 
bY kectly elegant and modern; he went to give or- 
ders for ſupper, while the player, with a wink, 
=. obſerved that we were perfectly in lack. Our 
= | entertainer ſoon returned, an elegant ſupper was 
brought in, two or three ladies, in an eaſy diſha- 
bille were introduced, and the converſation be- 
gan with ſome ſprightlineſs. Politics, however, 
were the ſubject on which our entertainer chiefly 
expatiated; for he aſſerted that liberty was at 
once his boaſt and his terror. After the cloth 
was removed, he aſked me if I had ſeen the laſt. 
Monitor; to which replying in the negative, 
„What, nor the Auditor, I ſuppoſe ?“ cried he. 
„Neither, Sir,“ returned I. „That's firange, 
„very ſtrange, ““ replied my entertainer. „Now, 
„I read all the politics that come out. The Dai» ' 
nuly, the Public, the Ledger, the Chronicle, the 
„London Evening, the Whitehall Evening, the 
„ſeventeen magazines, and the two Reviews; 
wand though they hate each other, I love them 
Hall. Liberty, Sir, liberty is the Briton's boaſt, 


and 
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and by all my coalmines in Cornwall, I reve- 


rence its guardians.“ „Then it is to be hoped,*© 


cried I, „you reverence the king.“ „Les,“ retur- 
ned my entertainer, „when he does what we 
„would have him; but if he goes on, as he has 
 »done of late; IIl never trouble myſelf more with 


„his matters. I lay nothing. I think only; I 


„could have directed ſome things better. I don't 


„think there has been a ſufficient number of ad- 
„viſers; he ſhould adviſe with every perſon wil 
„ling to give him advice, and then we ſhould 
„have things done in another gueſs manner.“ 
»l wilh,* cried I, „that luch intruding ad- 


„viſers were fixed in the pillory. It ſhould be 


„the duty of honeſt men to alſiſt the weaker de 


„of our Conſtitution, that ſacred power that has 

„for ſome years been every day declining, and 
loſing its due ſhare of influence in the ſtate. But 
Ithelſe ignorants ſtill continue the cry of liberty, 


„and if they have any weight „ baſely throw it 


„How,“ cried one of the ladies; „do I live 


„to ſee one Jo bale, Jo fordid, as to be an enemy 


„to liberty, and a defender of tyrants? Liberty, 


„that ſacred gift of heaven, that glorious privilege 
not Britons |< | | 6s, 


VFI Can it be poſſible,“ cried our entertainer, 
„that there ſhould be any found at preſent, ad vo- 


„cates for ſlavery? Any who are for meanly gi- 


yving up the IO of Britons ?. Can any, Var, - 
0 : 5 a 


»be lo abject?“ 


„No, Sir,“ replied I, ,,I am for liberty, that 


| „attribute of Gods! Glorious liberty, that theme + 
Hof modern declamation. I would have all men 


„kings. I would be a king myſelf. We have 


wall naturally an equal right to the throne; we 
_ nare all originally equal. This is my opinion, and 
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„was once the. opinion of a ſet of honeſt men 
„who were called Levellers. They tried to erect 
,themſelyes into a community, where all ſhould 
„be equally free. But, alas! it would never 
yanlwer; for there were ſome among them ſtron- 
„ger, and ſome more cunning than others, and 
„theſe became maſters of the reſt; for as ſure as 
„your groom rides your horſes, becauſe he is a 
„cunninger animal than they, ſo ſurely will the 
Hanimal that is cunninger or ſtronger than he, ht 
„upon his ſhoulders in turn. Since then it is en- 
 »failed upon humanity to fubmit, and ſome are 
„born to command, and others to obey, the 
 »quelſtion is, as there muſt be tyrants, whether 
vit is better to have them in ti ſame houſe with 
„us, or in the ſame village, or {till farther off, 
„in the metropolis. Now, Sir, for my gwn part, 
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17 „as J naturally hate the face of a tyrant, the far- 
4 „ther off he is removed from me, the better plea- 
1 ö „led am I. The generality of mankind allo are 
18 788 „of my way of thinking, and have unanimoully 
| 1 | „created one king, whole election at once dimi- 
. 4:  »niſhes the number of tyrants, and puts tyranny 
11 „at the greateſt diſtance from the greateſt num- 
we eople, Now the great, who were ty- 
| rants themſelves before the election of one ty- 


„rant, are naturally averſe to a power raiſed 
„over them, and whoſe weight mult ever lean 
heavieſt on the ſubordinate orders. It is the in- 
»„tereſt of the great, therefore, to diminiſh kingly 
power as much as pollible; becaule whatever 
„they take from that, is naturally reſtored to 
„themſelves; and all they have to do in the ſtate, 
vis to undermine the ſingle tyrant, by which 
„they reſume their- prunaeval authority. Now _ 
ythe ſtate may be ſo circumſtanced, or its laws | 
' £may he ſo diſpoſed, or its men of opulence o 
| "Bag | le | „min- 
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„minded, as all to conſpire in carrying ou this 


, buſineſs of undermining monarchy. F or, in the 
yfirſt place, if the circumſtances of our ſtate be ſuch, 
„as to favour the accumulation of wealth, and 


„make the opulent ſtill more rich, this will encreaſe 
„their ambition, An accummulation of wealth, 
 »however, mult neceſſarily be the conſequence, 

„when as at preſent more riches flow in from exter- 


„nal commerce than ariſe from internal induſtry : 


„for external commerce can only be managed to 
„advantage by the rich, and they have alſo at 
„the ſame tune all the emoluments ariſing from 


„internal induſtry : lo that the rich, with us, have 
„two ſources of wealth, whereas the poor have 


„but one. For this reaſon, wealth, in all com- 


„mercial ſtates, is found to accumulate, and all 
„ſuch have hitherto in time become ariſtocratical. 
„Again, the very laws alſo of this country may 
„contribute to the accumulation of wealth; as 
„when by their means the natural ties, that bind 


„the rich and poor together, are broken, and it 
vis ordain'd, that the rich ſhall only marry with 


„the rich; or when the learned are held unqua- 


„lified to ſerve their country as counſellors merely 
„from a defect of opulence, and wealth is thus 


„made the object of a wiſe man's ambition; by 
„theſe means, I ſay, and ſuch means as theſe, 
riches will accumulate, Now the poſleſſor of 
yaccumulated wealth, when furniſhed with the 


„neceſſaries and pleaſures of life, has no other 
„method to employ the ſuperfluity of his fortune 


„but in purchaling power; that is, differently 
„ſpeaking, in making dependants, by purcha- 
„ſing the liberty of the needy or the venal, of 


,men who are willing to bear the mortification 


„of contiguous tyranny for bread. Thus each 
. £7 , 
„very opulent man generally gathers round him 
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vd circle of the pooreſt of the le; and the po- 
„lity e wealth, may Ss 
v compared to a Carteſian ſyſtem, each orb with a 
„vortex of its own. Thoſe however, who are wil- 
„ling to move in a great man's yortex, are only ſuch 
„as muſt be ſlaves, the rabble of mankind, whoſe 
„ſouls and whole education are adapted to ſervitude, 


„and who know nothing of liberty except the name. 


„But there muſt ftill be a large number of the 
„people without the ſphere of the opulent man's 


„influence, namely, that order of men which 


„ ſubſiſts between the very rich and the very 


 rabble; thoſe men who are poſſeſt of too large for- 


„tunes to ſubmit to the neighbouring man in 
nun power, and yet are too poor to ſet up for tyran- 


vyny themſelves. In this middle order of man- 


 »kind are generally to be found all the arts, wil- 


dom, and virtues of ſociety. This order alone 
„is known to be the true preſerver of freedom, 


„and may be called the people. Now it may hap- 
„pen that this middle order of mankind may loſe 
-uall its influence in a ſtate, and its voice be in 
„a manner drowned in that of the rabble: for if 
„the fortune ſufficient for qualifying a perſon at 
„preſent to give his voice in ſtate-affairs, be ten 
„times leſs than was judged ſufficient upon for- 
„ming the conſtitution, it is evident that great 
„numbers of the rabble will thus be introduced 
„into the political ſyſtem, and they, ever moving 
vin the vortex of the great, will follow where 
„greatneſs ſhall direct. In ſuch a ſtate, therefore, 
„all that the middle order has left, is to preſerve 
„the 1 and privileges of the one a ee 
»cipal governor with the moſt ſacred circu 
__», tion. For he divides the power of the rich, and 
|  wcealls off the great from falling with tenfold 
»weight on the middle order placed beneath * 8 
| 5 e D 1 8 
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„the relief. While the beſiegers are in dread ok 
van enemy over them, it is but natural to offer 


| „ly a tyrant.“ 
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= „The middle order may be compared to a at 
- »Which the opulent are — the ſiege, and 


„which the governor from without is haſtening 


„the townsmen the moſt ſpecious terms; to flatter 


a „them with ſounds, and amuſe them with privis 


nahe: ; but if they once defeat the governor from 


behind, the walls of the town will be but a ſmall 


„defence to its inhabitants. What they may then ex- 
„pect may be ſeen by turning our eyes to Holland, 


| Genoa, or Venice, where the laws govern ths_ 
„poor, and the rich govern the law. I am then for, 


„and would die for monarchy, ſacred monarchy ; 
„for if there be any thing ſacred amongſt men, 


dit muſt be the anointed Soverrrcn of his people, 
„and every diminution of his power in war, or 
„in peace, is an infringement upon the real li- 


„berties of the ſubject. The ſounds of liberty, 
„patriotism, and Britons, have already done 


muck, it is to be hoped that the true ſons of 
„freedom will prevent their ever doing more, I 


„have known many of thoſe pretended champions 
„for liberty in my time, yet do I not remember 
„one that was not in his heart and in his fami- 


My warmth T found had lengthened this 


| harangue beyond the rules of good breeding: but 
te impatience of my entertainer, who often 
ſtrove to interrupt it, could be reſtrained no lon- 
ger. „What“ cried he, „then I have been all 
this while entertaining a Jeſuit in parſqn's 


„cloaths; but by all the coal- mines of Cornwall, 
„out he ſhall pack, if my name be Wilkinſon.“ 


I now found I had gone too far, and aſked par- 


don for the warmth with which I had ſpoken. 
„Pardon, “ return'd be in a fury: „I think fuck 
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\ principlesdemand ten thouſand pardons. What, 


vive up liberty, property, and „ as the Gazet- 


„teer ſays, lie down to be ſaddled with wooden 
„ſhoes! Sir, I inſiſt upon your marching out of 
„this houſe immediately, to prevent worſe con- 
„ſequence; Sir, I inſiſt upon it.“ T was going 
to repeat my remonſtrances; but juſt then we 
beard a footman's rap at the door and the two 
ladies cried out, „As ſure as death there is 
„our maſter and miſtreſs come home,“ It 
ſeems my entertainer was all this vrhile only the 
butler, who, in his maſter's abſence had a mind 
to cut a figure, and be for a while the. gentleman 
himſelf; and, to ſay the truth, he talked poli- 
tics as well as mak country gentlemen do, "But 
nothing could now exceed my confuſion qupon 


| ſeeing the gentleman, and his lady enter, nor 
was their ſurprize, at finding ſuch company and 


good cheer, leſs than ours. ,,Gentlemen,* cried 
the real maſter of the houſe, to me and my com- 
panion, „my wife aud I are your moſt humble 


ſervants; but I proteſt this is lo unexpected a 


„favour, that we almoſt ſink under the obligation.“ 
However unexpected our company might he to 
them, theirs, Iam ſure, was ſtill more ſo to us, and 
I was ſtruck dumb with the apprehenſions of my 


__ownabfurdity when, whom ſhould T next ſee en- 
ter the room, but my dear Miſs Arabella Wilmot, 
| who was formerly deſigned to be married to my ſon 
| George ; ; but whoſe match was broken off, as alrea- 
dy related. As ſoon, as ſhe ſaw me, ſhe flew tomy 


arms with the utmoſt joy. ,,My dear Sir,“ cried 
ſbe, „to what happy accident is it that we owe 


 wſo unexpected a vilit? I any ſure my uncle and 
Haunt will be in raptures when they find they 


„have the good Dr. Primroſe for their gueſt.“ 


wwe hearing my name, the old gentleman and 
=» 
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with moſt cordial ho 
forbear ſmiling upon being informed of the na- 
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lady very politely _ up, i — Nee 
ITALL Y. | 


ture of my preſent viſit; and the unfortunate 


butler, whom they at firſt ſeemed diſpoſed to turn 


away, was, at my interceſſion, forgiven. 36: 


Mr. Arnold and his lady, to whom the houſe 


belonged, now inſiſted upon having the pleaſure 
their niece my 

5 charming pil, whole mind, in ſome meaſure, 
Bad been formed under my own inſtruetions, joi- 
ned in their entreaties, I complied. That night 

IJ was lhewn to a magnificent chamber, and the 


of my ſtay for ſome days, and as 


next morning early, Miſs Wilmot deſired to walk 


with me in the garden, which was decorated in 
the modern manner. After ſome time ſpent in 
pointing out the heauties of the place „ the en- 

quired, with ſeeming unconcern, when laſt T had 
heard from my ſon George. „Alas! Madam, “ 
cried I, „he has now been near three years ab- 

y ſent, without ever writing to his friends or me. 
I Where he is I know not; perhaps T ſhall never 
(ee him or happineſs more. No, my dear ma- 


„lam, we ſhall never more ſee ſuch pleaſing hours 
„as were once ſpent by our fire- fide at Wake- 


field. My little family are now diſperſing very 
faſt, and poverty has brought not only want, 
but infamy upon us.“ The good natured girl 
let fall tears at this account; but as I ſaw 5 C2 
poſſeſſed of too much ſenlibility, 1 forbore a - 
more minute detail of our ſufferings. It was, 
however, ſome conſolation to me, to And that time 
had made no alteration in her affections, and that 
ſhe had rejected ſeveral matches that had been 
made her lince our leaving her part of the coun- 


er 


try. She led me round all the extenſive improve- 


ments of the place, pointing to ſeveral walks 
Tg | 1 6 | 7. Mas: -- 
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and arbours, and at the ſame time catching from 


every object a hint for ſome new queſtion relative 
to my ſon. In this manner we ſpeat the forenoon, 


till the bell ſummoned us to dinner, where we 


found the manager of the ſtrolling company that 
I mentioned before, who was come to diſpole 
bol tickets for the Fair Penitent, which was to 


be acted that evening; the part of Horatio by a | 


young gentleman who had never appeared on any 
ſage. 


e ſeemed to be very warm in the praiſes 


of the new performer, and averred, that he 
never ſaw any who bid ſo fair for excellence. 


tings he obſerved, was not learned in a day; 
„Zut this gentleman,** continued he, „ſeems born 
„to tread the ſtage. His voice, his figure, and 


attitudes, are all admirable. We caught him | 
„up accidentally in our journey down.* This 


account, in ſome meaſure, excited our curioſity, 
and, at the entreaty of the ladies, Ts. prope 


= upon to accompany them to the playhouſe, which 
was no other than a barn. As the company wi 


which I went was inconteſtably the chief of the 
place, we were reccived with the greateſt * 


and placed in the front ſeat of the theatre, where 
ve late for ſome time with no ſmall impatience to 
ſee Horatio make his appearance. The new per- 
former advanced at laſt, and let parents think of 
my {ſenſations by their own, when I found it 
was my unfortunate ſon. He was going to be- 


when', turning his eyes upon the audience, 


| Bat: 1. Miſs Wilmot and me, and ftood at 


once ſpeechleſs and immoveable. The actors be- 


| hind the ſcene, who aſcribed this pauſe to his 
natural timidity, attempted to encourage him, but 
inſtead of going on, he burſt into a flood of 
tears, and retired off the ſtage. I don't know 

"what were my feelings on this occaſion ; for they 


ſue- 


| rand with too much rapidity for deſcription 


but I was ſoon awaked from this diſagreeable re- 


very by Miſs Wilmot, who, pale and with 8 
trembling voice, deſired me to conduct her back 
to her uncle's When got home, Mr. Arnold, 
who was as yet a ſtranger to our extraordinary 
behaviour, being informed that the new perfor- 


mer was my ſon, ſent his coach, and an invita- 


tion, for him; and as he | gy: in his refuſal 


10 ”_ again upon the ſtage, the players put 
ano 


er in his place, and we ſoon had him with 


us. Mr. Arnold gave him the kindeſt reception, 
and I received him with my uſual tranſport; for 


be” I could neyer counterfeit falſe reſentment, Miſs 


Wilmot's reception was mixed with ſeeming ne- 


_ glect, and yet I could e ſhe acted a ſtudied 


part. The tumult in her mind ſeemed not yet 
abated; ſhe ſaid twenty giddy things that looked 


like joy, and then laughed loud at her own want 
of meaning. At intervals ſhe would take a fly 


peep at the glaſs, as if happy in the conſcious- 
neſs of irreſtible beauty, and often would aſk 


queſtions, without giving any manner of atten» ' 
* 5 a 


tion to the anſwers. 


„ 


| The kiftory of a philoſophic vagabond, purſuing 


novelty, but loſing content. 


Arrza we had ſup ed, Mrs. Arnold 2 2 | 


offered to lend a couple of her footmen for my 


ſon's baggage, which he at firſt ſeemed to decline, 
but upon her preſſing the requeſt, he was obliged 
to inform her, that a ſtick and a wallet were all 
tte moveable things upon this earth that be could 


| boaſt of. „Why, aye my ſon, cried I, „you 


left me but poor, and poor I find, you are come 
| „ | 1 e uyback; | 
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„back; and yet I make no doubt you have ſeen 
a great deal of the world.“ — — „Nes, Sir, 
| replied my ſon, „but travelling after fortune, is 
„not the way to ſecure her; and, indeed, of late, 
„I have deſiſted from the purſuit. — — „I 
„fancy, Sir,“ cried Mrs. Arnold, „that the ac- 
> __ ,zcount of your adventures would be amuſing: 


; „the firſt part of them I have often heard from 
| - my niece; but could the company prevail Hor 
| ns the reſt, it would be an additional obligation.“ 


— — „Madam, “ replied my fon, I promiſe ya | 
____4,the pleaſure you have in hearing, will not be 
|  _ gobalf fo great as my vanity in repeating them, 
vd and yet in the whole narrative I can ſcarce promiſe 
g | nyou one adventure, as my account is rather of 
ywhat I ſaw than what I did. The firſt misfor- 
„tune of my life, which you all know, was great; 
„but tho? it diſtreſsed, it could not fink me. No 
»perſon ever bad a better knack at hoping than 
7 The leſs kind I found fortune at one time, 
the more I expected from her another, and being 
now at the bottom of her wheel, every ney re- 
z volution might lift, but could not depreſs me. 
Vl proceeded, therefore, towards London in a 
„fine morning, no way uneaſy about to morrow, 
„but chearful as the birds that carolled by the 
" axoad, and comforted myſelf with reflecting, that 
| VM„London was the mart, where abilities of every 
- Kind were ſure of meeting diſtinction, and re- 
zZ F ; 522: wy wo = arrival in town, Sir, my firſt 
| 
| 


„care was to deliver your letter of recommenda-_ 
„tion to our, couſin, who was himſelf in little bet- _ 
»ter circumſtances than I. My firſt ſcheme, you 
know, Sir, was to be uſher at an academy, 
1 „and I aſked his advice on the affair. Our con 
BY „lin received the propoſal with a true Sardonic 


* 


or WAKEFIELD. 1 


8 


„grin. Aye, cried he, this is indeed a very 


„pretty career, that has been chalked out 


„for you. I have been an uſher at a boar- 


„ding ſchool myſelf; and may I die by an ano- 


„dy ne necklace, but I had rather be an under- 
„ turnkey in Newgate! I was up early and late; 
„I was brow- beat by the maſter, hated for my 


„ugly face by the miſtreſs, worried by the boys 


„within, and never permitted to ſtir out to meet 
civility abroad. But are you ſure you are fit for 
ya ſchool? Let me examine you a little. Have 

 _,,you. been bred an apprentice to the buſineſs ?« 
„No.“ Then you won't do for a.,{chool, Can 

„you dreſs the boys hair?“ „No.“ „Then you 

Vywon't do for a ſchool. Have you had the ſinall 
„pox ?“ „No.“ : „Then you won't do for 4 ; 

„Ichool. Can you lie three in a bed?“ „No.“ 

„Then you will never do for a [choal. Have 


„you got a good ſtomach?“ „ Les.“ „Then 


„you will by no means do for a ſchool. No, 
„Sir, if you are for a gentee], eaſy profeſhon, 
bind yourſelf ſeyen years as an apprentice to 
„turn a cutlers wheel; but avoid-a {chbol by any 
_ means. Let come, continued he, TI ſee you are 
„ia lad of ſpirit aud ſome learning, what do you 
„think of commencing author, like me? You 
„have read in books, no doubt, of mens of ge- 
vnius ftarving at the trade. At preſent I'll ſhew 


„you forty very dull fellows about town that 
live by it in opulence. All honeſt jog-trot men, 


| »whogo on {inoothly and dully, and write hiſtory 5 
„and politics, and are . ; men, Sir, Who, 
b 


„had they been bred coblers, would all their lives 
„have only mended ſhoes, but never made them.“ 
Hv5„inding that there was no great degree of 
»gentility affix 


0.4 + 


| ed to the character of an uſher, 1 
_ reſolved to accept his propolal; and having the _. 
tony pads 7 


» 


; „They x Form fal 
„The jewels of truth have been ſo often im- 


; „ported by others, that nothing was left for me 
v to import, but ſome ſplendid things, that at 

ya diſtance looked every bit as well. Witneſs 

„you powers what fancied importance ſate per- 


ul ſuffered the cruellef mortification , neglect. * 


TUE VICAR 


higheſt reſpect for en dne, hailed tbe anti- 1 
„qua mater of Grubſtreet with reverence. I 
„en it my glory to purſue a track which - 


den and Otway trod before me. I conſi- 
„dered the goddeſs of this region as the parent of 


excellence; and however an intercourſe with 
„the world mig ht give us good ſenſe, the pover- 


„ty = granted I luppoled to be the nurſe of ge- 


_ ,mius! Big with theſe reflections, I fate down, 


and finding that the beſt things remained to be 
„ſaid on the wrong ſide, I relolved to write a 


= „book that ſhould be wholly new. I therefore 


„dreſt up three 3 with ſome ingenuity... 
indeed, but they were new. 


„ched upon my quill while I was writing! The 
„Whole 1 arned world, I made no doubt, would 


- riſe- to oppole my ſyſtems ; but then I was pre- 
= ,pared to oppoſe the whole learned world. Like 


„the porcupine I late ſelfcollected, with a * 


„pointed againſt every oppoſer.“ 


„Well ſaid, my boy, “ cned 5 3 what 
„ſubject did you treat upon? I hope you did 


vnot paſs over the importance of monogamy. But 
„J interupt: go on. You publiſhed yqur para- 


„doxes; well! and what did the learned world 
»iay to your paradoxes 7 “ - 

„Sir, zeplied my fon, „the ket weald 5 
„ſaid nothing to my paradoxes ; nothing at all, 


„Sir. Every man of them was employed in prai- . 
= „ing his friends and himſelf, or condemning his 


„enemies; and anfortanately , as T had neither, 9999 


1 „A4 . 
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As 1 Was meditating one day! in a . 0 
„houſe on the fate of my paradoxes, a little man 
„happening to enter the room, placed himſelf 


vin the box before me, and, after ſome preli- 


„minary diſcourſe, finding me to be a ſcholar, 
 »drew out a bundle of propoſals, begging me to 
„lſubſcribe to a new edition he wat going to give 
ythe world of Propertius, with notes. This de- 
mand necellarily produced a reply that I had 
»no money; and that confeſſion led him to in- 
„quire into the natüfe of my expectations. Fin. 
- hy that my expectations were juſt as great as 
»my purle, I ſee, cried he, you are unaquain- 
„ted with the town. Fl teach you a part of it. 
„Look at theſe propoſals; upon theſe very pro- 
„ polals 1 have E bliſted very comfortably for 
v„ twelve years. The moment a nobleman returns 
- from his travels, a Creolian arrives from Ja- 
| ,maica, or a dowager from her country-ſeat, 1 
ſtrike for a ſubſcription. IT fr beliege their 
„hearts whit flattery, and then pour in my pro- 
„poſals at the breach. If they Ableribe readily 
„the firſt time, I renew my requeſt to beg a de- 
„dication fee. If they let me have that, I ſmite 
„them once more for engraving their coat of 
„arms at the top. Thus, continued he, I live 


„by vanity , an laugh at it. But, between $7 


- ourſelves, I am now too well known, I ſhould 
„be glad to borrow your face a bit. 
„nobleman of diſtinction has juſt returned from 
„Italy; my face is familiar to his porter; but if 
„Nou bring this copy of verſes, my life for it, f 


Es „you ſucceed, and we divide the ſpoil.“ 


»Bleſs us, George, “ cried I, „ and is this 
the. employment of poets now! Do men of 
„their exalted talents thus ſtoop to beggary! Cp | 
„they fo far diſgrace their calling, as to make 
wile traffic of rows for bread? “ 
ä n ; 
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0 no, Sir « bobs he, „2 true poet | 


„can never be ſo baſe; for wherever there is ge» 
„nius there is pride. The creatures I now * 

„[cribe are only beggars in rhyme. The real 
„poet, as be braves every hardſhi for fame, ſo 


„is he equally a coward to contempt, and none 


„but thole who are unworthy ! con- 
deſcend to ſolicit it. 


„Having a mind too proud to ſkoop to hack 


„indignities, and yet a fortune too bumble to 
„hazard a ſecond attempt for fame, I was now 
Hobliged to take a middle courſe, and write for 
„bread. But I was unqualified for a profeſſion 
_ .,,where mere induſtry alone was to enlure ſucceſs, 


„J could not ſupprels my lurking paſſion for ap- 


| „ plauſe; but ulually conſumed that time in efforts 775 
voafter excellence which takes up but little room, 
„when it ſhould have bee more advantageouſly 
___ ,,employed in the diffuſive productions of fruit- 
ful mediocrity. My little piece would there- 
= „fore come forth in the midſt of periodical publi- | 
„cations, unnoticed and unknown. The public 
„were more importantly employed than to ob- 
v ſerve the eaſy fimplicity of my ſtyle, or the har- 
 mony of my periods. Sheet after lheet was 
„throw off to oblivion. My eſſays were buried 
„among the eſſays upon liberty, eaſtern tales, 
„and cures. for the bite of a mad dog; while Phi- 
H„lautos, Philalethes, Philelutheros, and Philan- 
v„thropos, all wrote better, becaule they wrote 
n faſter, than I.“ 


„Now, therefore, 1 began e 
„none but diſappointed authors, like myſelf; who 


p e. deplored, and deſpiſed each other. The 


atisfaction we found in every celebrated wri- 

»ter's attempts, was inverſely as their merits. 
»l * that no 3 in . conſe Pos. 
| me. 


2 . 


2 
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„me. My ofa paradoxes had entirely 
„dried up that ſource of comfort. I could nei- | 
„ther read nor write with ſatisfaction ; for excel- 

lence in another was my averſion, and wen 5 
Has my trade.“ | 


„In the midſt of theſe gloomy reflections, as 


„I was one day fitting on a bench in St. James's _ 


„park a young gentleman of diſtinction, -who - 


„had been my intimate acquaintance at the un- 


„verſity, approached me. We ſaluted each other 


„with ſome heſitation, he almoſt aſhamed of : 


being known to one who made ſo ſhabby an 
„appearance; and I afraid of a repulſe. But my 


ſuſpicions ſoon "vaniſhed ; for Ned Thornhill | 
— 5 at the bottom a very good- - natured fellow.“ 


hat did you lay, George be interrupted | 
:T Thornhill! was not that his name? It can 
„certainly be no other than my landlord.« — — _ 


| Bleſs me, “ cried Mrs. Arnold, „is Mr. Thorn- 
„hill fo near a neighbour of yours? He has long 


„been a friend in our family, 2 we expect . 
v„vilit from him ſhortly. 8 | 


„My friend's firſt care c continued my ſon, | 
„was to alter my appearance by a very fine ſuit | 
of his own cloaths, and then I fwas admitted 

„to his table upon the footing of half friend, 
vhalf underling. My buſineſs was to attend him 


vat auctions, to put him in ſpirits when he fat 


»for his picture, to take the left hand in his cha- 
„riot when not filled by another, and to aſliſt at 
„tattering a kip, as the phraſe was, when be 
„had a mind for a frolic. Belides this, I had 
„twenty other little employments in the family. 
„ was to do many ſmall things without bidding; 
nv to carry the cork- ſcrew; to Rand Godfather to 
wm the vutler's children ; to ling when I was 
| H 5 5 8 l | 
| | _ 
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„bid; to . out of humour; always to be 


„humble; and, if T could, to be very happy.“ 


-. oy i this honouredle poſt, however, I was 
„not without a rival. A captain of Marines, 


 »Wwho was form'd for the place by nature, oppo» 


»ied mein my patron's affections. His mother 


had been laundreſs to a man of quality, and thus 
„he early acquired a taſte for pimping and pedi- 


„gree. As this gentleman made it the ſtudy of 


„zis life to be acquainted with lords, tho' he was 
»Aifmilſed from ſeveral for his- ſtupidity ; yet he 
„found many of them who were as dull as himſelf, 
that permitted his aſſiduities. As flattery was his 
_ »trade, he practiſed it with the eaſieſt addrels ima- 8 
vginable; but it came aukward and ſtiſf from me; 
Hand as every day my patrons deſire of flattery in- 
„creaſed, fo every hour, being better acquainted 
| with his defects, T became more unwilling to give 
„it. Thus IT was once more fairly going to give up 
ythe field to the captain, when my friend found oc- 
n caſion for my aſſiſtance. This was nothing leſs than 
»to fight a due] for him, with a gentleman whole ſi- 
yſter it was pretended he had uſed ill. Treadily com- 
H„plied with his be ueſt, and tho' I ſee you are diſ- 


»Plealed at my conduct, yet as it was a debt indil- 


ypenſably due to friendſhip, I could not refuſe. I 
undertook the affair, diſarmed my antagoniſt, and 
„ſoon after had the pleaſure-of finding that the 
»lady was only a woman of the town, and the 
v»fellow her bully and a ſharper. This piece of 
 »ſervice was repaid with the warmeſt profeſhons 
»ot gratitude ; but as my friend was to leave 
„town in a few days, he knew no other method 
„of ſerving me, but by recommending me to his 
„uncle Sir William Thornhill, and another noble- 
 »man of great diſtinction, who enjoyed a polt 
under the "evra. When he was gone, 
| | "29MY-:* «1 


0 „which he read, and, after 


or ' WAKEFIELD. n 
wy Grft care was to carry * ee - 
„letter to his uncle, a man whole character for 

„every virtue was univerſal, yet juſt. I was re- 
„ceived by his ſervants with the moſt holpitable 
„ſmiles; for the looks of the domeſtics ever trans- 
„mit their maſter's benevolence. Being ſhewn | 
„into a grand apartment, where Sir William ſoon 
„canie to me, I delivered my meſlage and letter, 
5; 2 ſome mi- 

„nutes: Pray, Six, cried he, inform me what you 
have done for my kinsman, to deſerve this warm 
| „recommendation? ? But I luppole, Sir, I gueſs 
„your merits, you have fought for him; and ſo 
„you would expect a rew 221 from me, for being 
„the inſtrument of his vices. I wiſh, ſincerely 


,wilh, that my preſent refuſal may be ſome 1 


»puniſhment for your guilt : but ſtill more, that 
vit may be ſome inducement to your repentance. 
„— — The ſeyerity of this rebuke I bore pa- 
»tiently, becauſe I knew it was juſt. My whole 
„expectations now, therefore, lay in my letter 
„to the great man. As the doors of the nobility 
„are almoſt ever beſet with beggars, all ready to 
thruſt in lome ly etition , I found it no eaſy 
„matter to gain admittance. However, after 
ve bribing the ſervants with half my worldly for- 
„tune, I was at laſt ſheryn into a ſpacious apart- | 
„ment, my letter being previoully ſent up for 
His lordſhip's inſpection. During this anxious 
„interval I had full time to look round me. 
„Every thing was grand, and of happy contri- 
„vance: the paintings, the furniture, the 
» gildings vor” me with awe, and raiſed 


„my idea of the owner. Ah, thought I to my- 
elf, how very great mack the oſſeſſor of 
Hall theſe things be, who carries in his head the 
vbulineſs * kate and whoſe houſe diſplays 

he II C- half. 
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„half the wealth of a kingdom: ſure his genius 
muſt be unfathomable! During theſe awful fe- 
; »flections I heard a ſtep come heavily forward. 
„Ah, this is the great man himſelf! No, it was 


„only a chambermaid. Another foot was heard 5 


„loon after. This muſt be he! No, it was only 
„the great man's valet de chambre. At Jaſt his 
»lordlhip actually made his appearance. Are you, 
„cried he, the bearer of this here letter? I an- 
v„ſwered with a bow. I learn by this, continued 
„he, as how that — — But juſt at that inſtant a 
„lervant delivered him a card, and without ta- 


Hand left me to digeſt my own happineſs ae lei- 


Vyſure. I ſaw no more of him, till told by a foot- 5 


„man that his lordſhip was going to his coach at 

„the door. Down I immediately followed, and 
„jeined my voice to that of three or four more, 
»who came like me to petition for favours. 


„His lordſhip, however, went too faſt for us, 


„and was gaining his chariot - door with large 


„ſtrides, when IT hallowed out to know if I Was L 


| to have any reply. He was by this time got in, 


„and muttered an aſwer, half of which only I 
„heard, the other half was loſt in the rattling 


v„of his chariot- wheels. I ſtood for ſome time 
„with my neck ſtretched out, in the poſture of 
»„one that was liſtening to catch the glorious | 
ylounds, till looking round me, I found mylelf. 
. bis Jordſkap's- gates ( Ee 
____ ,My patience,“ continued my ſon, „was 


now quite exhauſted: ſtung with the thouſand 
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„indignities I had met with, I was willing to 
y caſt myſelf away, and only wanted the gulph to 
Hreceive me. I regarded myſelf as one of thole _ 
„vile things that nature deſigned thould be thrown _ 
 »by into her lumber-roon , there to periſh in ob- 
5 ; „Icouri- 
5 3 


= TY 1 had kill, however, half a guinea 
„left, and of that 1 thought fortune Lerlelk 


vſhould not deprive me: but in order to he ſure 
ge yof this, I was reſolved to go inſtantly and ſpend 

„it while IJ had it, and then truſt to occurrences 
„for the reſt, As I was going along with this 
Hreſolution, it happened that Mr. Criſpe's office 


„leemed invitingly open to give me a welcome 


5 „reception. In this office Mr. Crilpe kindly of- 
5 „fers all his majeſty's ſubjects a generous promi- 


S 


vie of 30 l. a year, for which promiſe all they 
„give in return is their liberty for life, and per- 


„miſſion to let hi tranſport them to America as 


„flares. I was happy at ſinding a place where 
„IL could loſe my fears in deſperation, and entered 


„this cell, for it had the appearance of one, with 


„the enn of a monaſtic. Here I found a num- 
ber of poor creatures, all in circumſtances like 
myſelf, expecting the arrival of Mr. Criſpe, re- 
„prelenting a true _— of Engliſh unpatience. 
ul at variance with fortune 
»„wreaked her injuries on their own hearts: but 
ry came down, which huſhed 
„our murmurs. He deigned to regard me 
„with an air ofpeculiar ; appr robation, and indeed 
„he was the firſt man who for a month palt tal- 
| »ked to me with miles. Aiter a few queſtions, 


1 „Each untractable 


„Mr. Criſpe at 


„he found I was fit for every thing iu the world. 


„He pauſed a while upon the propereſt means of 
„providing for me, and flappiug his forehead, as 
„if he had found it, allured me, that there was 
Hat that time an embally talked of from the y- 
„nod of Penſylvania to the Chickaſaw — 4 5 

pvand that he would uſe his intereſt to get me made 
. „ſecretary. J knew in my own heart that the _ 
„fellow lied, and ytt his promiſe gave me plea- 

e chere was. n lo magnificent in the 

| II . wound | 
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| 3 1 W therefore, divided my half 
„guinea, one half of which went to be added to 
„his thirty thouſand pounds, and with the other 
„half I reſolved to go to the next tavern, to be 


»there more happy than he.“ 


„As I was going out with that reſolution, 7 38 


_ „was met at the door by the captain of a ſhip, 
__ with whom I had formerly ſome little acquain- z 


tance, and he aggreed to be my companion 
„over a bowl of punch. As I never chole to 
„make a ſecret of my circumſtances, be allured 
„me that T was upon the very point of ruin, in 
Hiiſtening to the office - keeper's promiſes; for 
„that he only deſigned to ſell me to the planta- 
„tions. But, continued he, I fancy you might, 
„by a much ſhorter voyage, be very eaſily put 
v» into a gentee] way of bread. Take my advice. 
„My lhip ſails to morrow for Amſterdam: What 
„if you go in her as a paſſenger? The moment 
44 Ou land, all vou have to 4% is to teach the 
„Dutchmen Englith , and "> warrant you'll get 
„pupils, and money — 1 ſuppole you un- 
f ys ee Engliſh, added he, by this time, or 
„the deuce is in it. I condfenchy aſſured him of 
„that; but expreſſed a doubt whether the Dutch 
„would be willing to learn Engliſh. He affir- 
,med with an oath that they were fond of it 
„to diſtraction; and upon , that affirmation 1 
„agreed with his propolal, - and embarked the 
next day to teach the Dutch Engliſh in Hol- 
„land. The wind was fair, our voya e ſhort, 
and after having paid my paſlage with elk my 


: ,moveables, I found wylelf, fallen as from the 
 wikies, a ſtranger i in one of the principal ſtreets oc 

„Amſterdam. In this fituation I Was unwilling 

y to let any time paſs unemployed in teaching. 


pl addreſſed myſelf cherefere to two or three f 
| g . | 
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thoſe 1 met, whoſe appearance Homes moſt 
„promiſing; but it was impolfble to make our- 
„lelves mutually underſtood. It was not till this 
very moment I recollected, that in order to 
„teach Dutchmen Engliſh, it was neceſſary that 


„they ſhould firſt teach me Dutch. How I came 
„to overlook ſo obvious an objection, 1s to me 
„amazing; but certain it is I overlooked it.“ 

»This ſcheme thus blown up, I had ſome 


»thoughts. dr fairly ſhipping back to En e ; 


„again; but happening into company wi 

„Iriſh ſtudent, who was returning from Louvain, 
„our converlation turning upon topics of littera- 
„ture, (for by. the way it may be obſerved, that Tal- 


„ways forgot the meannels of my mace, ; 
„when I could converle upon luch ſubjects); from 
him I learned, that there were not two men in 
„his whole univerſity, who underſtood Greek. 
„This amazed me. I inſtantly reſolved to tra- 
„vel to Louvain , and there live by teaching 


; „Greek; and in this deſign I was heartened by 


„my brother ſtudent, who threw out ſome hints | 


„that a fortune might be got by it. 
VI ſet boldly forward the next morning. 


: „Every day leſlened the burthen of my moveables, * _ 
„like Aelop and his baſket of bread; for I paid 
„them for my lodgings to the Dutch as I travel- 


„led on. When I came to Louvain, I was re— 


 »ſolved not to go Inchking to the lower profel- 
„lors, bit open y tendered my talents to the prin- 

„ocipal himſelf. I went, had admittance, and 

„offered him my ſervice as maſter of the Greek 

| language, which I had been told was a dehde- 
„ratum in his univerſity. The principal ſeemed 
„at firſt to doubt of my abilities; but of theſe 1 
„offered to convince him, by turning a part of 
any Greek author be ſhould fix _— into La- T 
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„tin. Finding me perfectly earneſt in my propo- : 
"(al „ he addreſſed me thus: You ſee me, youn 


„man, continued he; I never learned Greek, and 


VI don't find that I have ever miſled it. I have 
„had a doctor's cap and gown without Greek; I 
„have ten thouſand florins a year without Greek; I 


„eat heartily without Greek; and in ſhort, con- 


„tinued he, as I don't know Greek, I do not 
„believe there is any good in it“. 


„I was now too far from home? think of 


v returning; ſo I reſolved to go forward. J had 

ſome knowledge of muſic, with a tolerable voice, 
Hand now turned what was once my amuſement 
Hinto a prelent means of ſubſiſtence. I paſſed 


„among the harmlels peaſants of Flanders, and 
„among ſuch of the French as were poor enough 


 »to be very merry; for I ever found them 
_ prightly in proportion to their wants. 5 VWh en- 


„ever I approached a peaſant's houſe, towards 


 »night-fall, I played one of my moſt merry tunes, 
Hand that procured me not only a lodging, but 
y ſubſiſtence for the next day. I once or twice 


attempted to play for people of falhion ys e 
„they always thought my performance odious, 


„and never rewarded me even with a trifle. This 


„was to me the more extraordinary,” as when- 


* ever T uſed in better days to play for company, |} 
„when playing was my amuſement, my mulic 
never failed to throw them into raptures, and 
„the ladies eſpecially; but as it was now my 

„only means, it was received with contempt; a 
„proof how ready the world is to underrate thoſe 
_ talents by which a man is ſupported.« | 


„In this manner I proceeded to Paris, 5 


8 25 „no deſign but juſt to look about Ms.” 2 3 N 


5 tO 80 forward. . The people of Paris are muck 5 


| »fouder of ſirangers that have money, than of | 


„thoſe f 


„thoſe that have wit. As L.could not boaſt. much 
„of either, T was ng great favourite. After walk- 


Jing about the town feur or five days, and 
ſeeing the outſides of the beſt houſes, I was 
„preparing to leave this retreat pf venal hoſpita- 
lity; when paſhng through one of the princi- 


„pal ſtreets, whom ſhould I meet but our cou- 


ſin, to whom you firſt recommended me. This 
„meeting was very agreeable to me, and I be- 


„lieve not diſpleaſing to him. He enquired into 


„the nature of my journey to Paris, and in- 
„formed me of his own buſineſs there, which 
pSsvas to collect pictures, medals, intaglios, and 
antiques of all kinds for a gentleman in Lon- 
„don, who had juſt kept into taſte and a large for- 
Htune. I was the more ſurpriſed at ſeeing our 
 zcoulin pitched upon for this office, as he him- 
viſelf had often aſlured me he knew notbing of 
„the matter. Upon aſking how he had been 
„taught the art of connoſcento fo very ſudden- 
bHly, be aſſured me that nothing was more eaſy. 
„The whole ſecret conſiſted in a ftrict adberence 
- to two rules: the one always to obſerve, that 


„the n pe might have been better if the pain- 


v„in the art of picture · buying in Paris.“ 


of WARKETEID 43 


ad taken more pains; and the other, to 

„praiſe the works of Pietro Perugino. But, ſays 
0 as J once taught you how to be an author 

vin London, TII now undertake to inſtruct you 


„With this propoſal I very readily cloſed as 
„it was living, and now all my ambition was 
„to live. I went therefore to his lodgings, im- 
„proved my dreſs by his aſfiſtance, and after fome 
v time, actompanied him to auctions of pictures, 
where the Engliſh gentry were expected to be 
v purchaſers. I was not a little ſurpriſed at his 
intimacy with people of the beſt faſhion, who 


_  grefer- 
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s „referred themſelves to his judgment upon every | 
picture or medal, as to am unerring ſtandard of 
„taſte. He made very good uſe of my aſſiſtance 
„upon theſe occaſions; for when aſked his opi- 
„nion, he would gravely take me aſide, and aſk 
„mine, lhrug, look wile, return, and aſſure 


„the company, that he could give no opinion 


„upon an affair of ſo much importance. Yet there 


„was ſome times an occahon for a more ſuppor- 
„ted aſſurance. |'T remember to have ſeen him, 


„after giving his opinion that 3 of a 
„picture was not mellow enough, very delibera- 
„tely take a bruſh with brown varniſh, that was 


accidentally lying by, and rub it over the piece. ; 


„with great compoſure before all the company, 
„and then aſk if he had not improved the tints.< 
__ ,When he had finiſhed his commiſhon in 


„Paris, he left me ſtrongly recommended to ſe- 51 


„veral men of diſtinction, as a perſon very pro- 
„per for a travelling tutor; and after ſome time 
„I was employed in that capacity by a gentle- 
„man who brought his ward to Paris, in order 
„to ſet him forward on his tour through Europe. 
„I was to be- the young gentleman's | tg | 


 4but with a proyilo that he ſhould always be . . 


„permitted to govern himſelf. My pupil in fact 
„underſtood e art of guidin in money con- ; 


,,cerns much better than I. He was heir to a 


fortune of about two hundred thouſand pounds, 
„left him by an uncle in the Weſt - Indies; and 
„his guardians, to qualify him for the manage- 
ment of it, had bound him apprentice to an at- 

| torney. Thus avarice was his prevailing pal- 
»ſion; all his queſtions on the road were, how 
„money might be ſaved; which was the leaſt ex- 
vypenſive courſe of travel; whether any thing 
| ,»could be bought that would turn to account 
Es F when 


_ _ *,,When diſpoſed of again in London. Such cu- 
„rioſities on the way as could be ſeen for nothing 
„he was ready enough to look at; but if the 


- ſight of them was to be paid for, he uſually 


„allerted that he had been told they were not 
„worth ſeeing. He never paid a bill that he 
„would not obferve, how amazingly expenſive 
„travelling was, and all this though he was not 
„yet twenty one. When arrived at Leghorn, as 


Vvy5„uwe took a walk to look at the port and ſhip- 
| »ping, be enquired the expence of the paſſage 
„by 2 home to England. This he was infor- 


med was but a trifle, compared to his 2 | 


„by land; he was therefore unable to withſtan 


H the temptation; ſo paying me the ſmall part of 
Vymy ſalary that was due, he took leave, and em- 
H ybarked with only one attendant for London.“ 
ul now therefore was left once more upon 
Hithe world at large: but then it was a thing 1 
„was uſed to. However my {kill in muſic could 


Havail me nothing in a country where every pea- 


(ent was a better muſician than I; but by this 
„time I had acquired another talent, which an- 
__,,{wered my purpole as well, and this was a fall , 
vin diſputation. In all the foreign univerſities \. 
„and convents, there are upon certain days phi- 


” „loſophical theſes maintained againſt every ad- 


»ventitious diſputant; for which, if the cham- 
 _ ,,Plon oppoſes with any dexterity, he can claim 
„f gratuity in money, a dinner, and a bed for 
„one night. In this manner therefore I fought 
_ _ ,,my way towards England, walked along from 
vp city to city, examined mankind more nearly, 
and, if I may ſo expreſs it, ſaw both ſides of 
vy the picture. My remarks, however, are but 
„few: I found that monarchy was the beſt govern- 
v»ment for the poor to live in, and common- 


_ nwealths | 
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_ awealths for the TY Tfound that riches in ge- 


„neral were in every country another name for 
„freedom; and that no man is ſo fond of liberty 
„himlelf as not to be defirous of ſubjecting. the 
„will of ſome individuals in ſociety to his own.* 


1 „Upon | my arrival in England T reſolved to 


„pay my reſpects firſt to you, and then to enliſt 


„as a volunteer in the firſt. expedition that was 


„going forward; but on my journey down my. 
,relolutions were changed, by -meeting an old 
„acquaintance, who I found belonged to a com- 
pany of comedians, that were going to make 
da ſummer-campaign in the country. The com- 


„pan, ſcemed not much to diſapprove of me for 


Han allociate, They all, however, apprized me 
Hof the importance of the taſk at which I aimed; 
„that the public was a manyheaded monſter, 

„and that only ſuch as had very good heads 
could pleaſe it; that acting was not-to be, learut 
in a day; and that without ſome traditional 


»{brugs, which had been on the ſage, and only | 


„on the ſtage, thele hundred years, I could 
 qQuwever pretend to pleaſe. The next diffi- 
„culty was in fitting me with parts, as almoſt 

every character 1 I was driven 


„for ſome time from one character to another, 


: „till at laſt Horatio was fixed upon, which the | 
2 of the preſent company has happily 


dered me from acting.“ 


* 


= My ſon's account was too long to be delivered 
at once, the firſt part of it was begun that night, 
and he was concluding the reſt atter dinner the 
next day when the appearance of Mr. Thorn- 
Hill's equipage at the door ſeemed to make a pauſe 
In, the general ſatisfaction. The butler, wo 
was now become my friend in the family, infor- 
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The Mort continuance of friendſhip among ſt the 5 


vicious, which is coeval only with mutual 
ſäatis faction. 


med me with a whiſper, that the Squire had al- 


ready made ſome overtures to Miſs Willmot, and 
that her auntand uncle ſeemed highly to approve 
the match. Upon Mr. Thornhill's entering, 
he ſeemed, at ſeeing my ſon and me, to ſtart 
back; but I readily imputed that to ſurprize, and 
not dilplealure. However, upon our advancing. 
to ſalute him, he returned our greeding with the 
maoſt apparent candour; and after a ſhort time 
bis preſence ſerved only to encreaſe the general 
wy ly 6 nw | 


| LES. Ei 8 
Alter tea he called me aſide, to enquire after 


my daughter but upon my informing him that 

my enquiry was unſucceſsful, he ſeemed greatly 
 ſurprized ; adding, that he had been ſince fre- 
quently at my houle, in order to comfort the reſt 
of my family, whom he left perfectly well. He 
then aſked if I had communicated her misfortune 
to Miſs Wilmot, or my fon; and upon my re- 
1 plying that I had not told them as yet, he great- 
ly approved my prudence and precaution , deſi- 
ring me by all means to keep it a ſecret: „For 
vat belt, cried he, „it is but divulging ones 
own infamy; and perhaps Miſs Livy may * 5 
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be ſo guilty as we all imagine. We were here 
interrupted by a ſervant, who came to alk the 
Squire in, to ſtand up at country dances; ſo that 


be left me quite plealed with the intereſt he [ee - 


med to take in my concerns. His addreſſes, ho- 


wever, to Mils Wilmot, were too obvious to 
| beimiſtaken; and yet ſhe ſeemed not perfectly 


leaſed, but bore them rather in compliance to 


the will of her annt, than from real inclination: 


I had even the ſatisfaction to fee her laviſh ſome 


kind looks upon my unfortunate Jon, which the 


other could neither extort by his fortune nor aſ- 


ſiduity. Mr. Thornhill's ſeeming compoſure, hows 
ever, not little ſurpriſed me: we had now 
continued here a week, at the preſſing inſtances 
of Mr. Arnold; but each day the more tenderneſs 


Miſs Wilmot ſtewed my fon , Mr. ThornhilV's 
friendſhip ſeemed proportionably to encreaſe 


for him om 25 __— 
Hille had formerly made us the moſt kind aſſus | 
rances of uſing his intereſt to ſerve the family; 

but now his generoſity was not confined to pro- 


miſes alone. morning I deſigned for my de- 


parture, Mr. Thornhill came to me with lobka 
of real pleaſure to inform me of a piece of ſervice 
he had done for his friend George. This was 


nothing leſs than his having procured him an en- 


| a fign's commiſſion in one of the regiments th 
Was going to the Weſt- Indies. for which he had 
a but one hundzed pounds, his intereſt 


aving been ſufficient to get an abatement of the 


other two. „As for this trifling piece of ſervice, 

continued the young gentleman, „I deſire no 
„other reward but tie 

vymy friend; and as for 


re of having ſerved 
e hundred pounds to be 


„paid, if you are unable to raiſe it yourſelves, 1 
„will advance it, and. you ſhall repay mo at your | 


6 ” 
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" Jeifurs: oy This was a favous: We wks weok 
to expreſs our ſenſe of: I readily therefore. gave 


my bond for the money, and teſtiſied as much < | 


Pn as if I never intended to pay. 


George was to depart for town the next day 
to e. » ih commuhon , in purſuance of his 8% 


nerous patron's Srections, who judged it highly 


expedient to uſe diſpatch; leſt in the mean time 
Another ſhould ſtep in with more advantageous 


_ propoſals. The next morning, therefore, our 
young ſoldier was early prepared for his depar- 


ture, and ſeemed the only perfor among us that 
was not affected by it. Neither the fatigues and 
oing to encounter, nor the 
ifor Miſs Wilmot actually lo: 


_ dangers he was 

— miſtrefs, 

ved him, he was leaving behind, any way dam- 

ped his ſpirits. After he had takes leave of the 
| reſt of the company, I gave him all I bad, 


bleſſing. „And now, my boy,“ cried I, „1800 
Hurt going to fight for thy country, remember 


„how thy brave grandfather fought for his ſacred 


. duns, when loyalty among Britons was a vir- 


Go, my boy, and imitate him in all but 


oy misfortunies , if it was a misfortune to die 
„with Lord Falkland. Go, my bo . and if you 


8 „fall „ though diftant, expoſed. and unwept by 
| »thoſe that love you, "the moll precious tears are 


: thoſe with which heaven bedews the unburied | 


head of a ſoldier. “!“ 
The next morning I took Jouve of the good 
: family that had been kind enough to entertain 
me o long, not without ſeveral expreſſions of 
Fe the to Mr. Thornhill for his late bounty. 


left them in the enjoyment of all that happineſs 

bich affluence and good breeding procure, and 
returned towards home, deſpairing of ever fin- 
Aung uy — * but ſending 2 
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heaven to ſpare and to forgive her. I was now 
come within about twenty miles of home, ha- 
ving hired an horſe to carry me, as I was yet 
but weak, and comforted myſelf with the hopes of 
 foon ſeeing all I held deareſt upon earth. But 
the night coming on, I put up a little public 
| houſe by the road-lide, and aſked. for the land- 
lord's company over a pint of wine. We. ſlate 
belide his kitchen-fire, which was the beſt room 
in the houſe, and chatted on politics and the 
news of the country. We happened, among 
other topics, to talk of young Squire Thornhill, 
who the hoſt allured me, was hated as much as 
his uncle Sir William, who ſometimes came 
down to the country, was loved. e went on 
to obſerve, that he made it his whole ſtudy to 
betray the daughters of ſuch as received him "HR 
| their houſes, and after a fortnight or three weeks 
poſſeſhon ,, turned them out unrewarded and l 
5 abandoned to the world. As we continued our 
diſcourſe in this manner, his wife, who had been 
out to get change, ee and perceiving that 
her h 4 hond was enjoying a pleaſure in which 


5 ſhe was not a ſharer, ſhe aſked him, in an angry 


tone, what he did there, to which he only 
plied in an ironical way, by drinking her wt 
„Mr. Sy ymmonds , © cried ſhe, „you uſe me very 
„ill, md VIII bear it no, longer. Here three 72 
„of the bulinels is left for me to do, an 
„fourth left unfiniſhed; while you do 5 
„but ſoak with the gueſts all day long, whereas 
„if a ſpoonful of liquor were to cure me of a fe- 
„ver, I never touch a drop.“ I now found what 
ſhe would be at, and immediately poured her out 
a a glaſs, which ſhe received with a curteſy, and 
drinking towards my good health, „Sir,“ reſu- 

med TG „ not ſo n che value pe the 
| * liquor | 


or hL. . 15 | 


e, I am angry but one cannot help 
„hen the houſe 1 is going out of the windows. Ie | 
„the cuſtomers or gueſts are to be dunned, all the 
",burthen les upon my back, he'd as lief eat that 
„glaſs as budge after them himſelf, There, now 
| above ſtairs, we have a young woman who has 
„come to take up ber lodgings Lure; and I don't 
„believe ſhe has got any money by her overcivili- 
„ty. I am certain ſhe is very flow of payment, 
„and I wiſh ſhe were put in mind of it. — 
„What 6 nifies minding her,“ dried the hoſt, af 

„he be flow he is Jure.“ — — „I don't know 
„that, “ replied the wife; „but I know that Tam 
H„lure the has been here a fortnight, and we have 
„not yet ſeen the croſs of her money.“ — — „1 
„ſuppoſe, my dear, ( cried he, „we ſhall have it 
„all in a lump.“ — — „In a lump! “ cried | 
other,“ IJ hope we may get it any way, and f 
„Lam reſolved we will this very night, or — N 
v„ſhe tramps, bag and baggage.“!— — „Conſi- 
„der, my dear,“ cried the bul band, „ſhe is a 
vgentlewoman, and deſerves more reſpect.* — — 
„As for the matter of that,“ returned the hoſtels, 


entle or ſimple, out ſhe ſhall pack with a fal- 


kt ig Gentry may he good things where they 
„take; but for my part I never ſaw much good 
„of them at the ſign of the Harrow.“ —— Thus 


_ ſaying, ſhe ran up a narrow flight of ſtairs, that 


went from the kitchen to a room over head, and 
Iſoon perceived by the loudneſs of her voice, and 
the bitterneſs of her reproaches, that no money 
was to be had from her lodger. Tcould hear her 
remonſtrances very diſtinctly: „Out I ſay, pack 


„out this moment, tramp thou infamous ſtrumpet, 


„or TI give thee a mark thou won't be the better 
„for theſe three months. What! you trumpery, 


„to come and take up an honeſt houſe, without . 
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croſs or coin to bleſs yourſelf with; come along 
„IL ſay.“ — — „O dear Madam, “ cried the ſtran- 
ger, „pity me, pity a poor abandoned creatur rg 
for one night, and death will gon. do the reſt. 4 

— U inſtantly knew the voice of my poor ruin'd 
child Olivia. I flew to her reſcue, while the 
woman was dragging her along by the hair, and 
I caught the dear forlorn wretch in my arms. — 
„W elcome, any way welcome, my deareſt loſt 
„one, my treaſure, to your poor old father's bo- 
„ſom. Though the vicious rorſake thee, there is 

„yet one in the world that will never forſake 
„thee; though thou hadſt ten chouſand crimes to 
„anſwer for, he will forget them all.“ — — „O 


my own dear, „ for minutes ſhe could ſay no more 


— „my own deareſt good Papa! Could angels 
„be kinder! How do I deſerve ſo much! The vil- 
en, I bate him and myſelf, to be a reproach 
„to ſuch goodneſs. You can't. forgive me. I 
know you cannot.“ — — „Ves, my child, from 
u»my heart I do forgive thee! Only repent, and 
„we both ſhall yet be happy. We ſhall ſee many 
»pleaſant days yet, my Olivia! ! — — „Ah! 
„never, Sir, never. The reſt of my wretched 
„life muſt be infamy abroad and ſhame at home. 
„But, alas! Papa, you look much paler than you 
uſed to do. Could ſuch a thing as I am give 
„you ſo much unealineſs? Sure you have too 
„much wiſdom to take the miſeries of my guilt 
„upon yourſelf, « — „Our wiſdom, young war 
»man,* replied I — „Ah, why lo cold a name, 
Vy„Papa? “ cried ſhe. „This is, the firſt time row | 
„ever called me by ſo cold a name.“ — „I. aſk 
„pardon, my darling,“ returned I, but . Was 
 wgoing to oblerve, that wildom makes but a 
1 defence Fo pon treukle, n at loſt a 
„ure one.. 


43 ' . 0 
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The landlady now returned to know, if we 
Aa not chuſe a more genteel apartment, to wich 
nn we were ae a room, where we 
could converſe more freely. After we had talked * 
| ourſelves into ſome degree of tranquillity, I could 
not avoid deſiring . account of the gradations 
that led to her preſent wretched ſituation. ,,That 
„villain, Sir,“ ſaid ſhe, „from the firſt day of 
„our meeting made me honourable , _ pri- 
„vate, propoſals.« 


++ Villain indeed, « cried I; nd yet it in ſo- 


„me meaſure farprizes me , how a perſon of Mr. 
 »+BurchelPs good ſenſe and ſeeming bonour could 


be guilty of ſuch deliberate baleneſs, and thus 5 


»lep into a family to undo it.“ 
| „My dear Papa, “ returned my 1 


„you labour under a ſtrange miſtake, Mr. Bur- 


„chell never attempted to deceive me. Inſtead 
„of that he took every opportunity of privately 
„admoniſhing me againſt the artifices of Mr. 
„Thornhill, who I now find was even worſe 


„than he repreſented him.“ — „Mr. Thornhill,“ : 


interrupted I, „can it be?“ „Ves, Sir,“ ws 


me, „it was Mr. Thornhill, who ſeduced me, 


who employed the two ladies. as he called them, 


"but who, in fact, were abandoned women of 
the town, without breeding or pity, to decoy 
„us up to London. Their artifices, you may re- 


„member, would have certainly ſucceeded, but 


„for Mr. Burchell's letter, ko directed thoſe re- 


5 I at them, which we all applied to our- 


elves. How he came to have ſo much influence 


„as to defeat their intentions, ftill remains a ſe- 


„ eret to me; but I am convinced he was ever our 

_»warmeſt ſincereſt friend.“ 

You amaze me, my dear « cried I; * 

„ 1 find my firſt 18 of Mr. Thorn: . 
| 1 MW = hints 
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| „hill 8 baſenaſe were too well grounded: but be 
„can triumph in ſecurity; for 4 is rich and wre 
nare poor. But tell me, my child, ſure it was 
„mo [mall temptation that could thus obliterats 


„all the impreſfhons of luch an education, 14 


„ſo virtuous a diſpoſition as thine?“ 
V„Indeed Sir,“ replied ſhe, „he owes all his | 
„triumph to the deſire IL had of waking him, and 


»not mylelf, happy. I knew that the ceremony 


„of our marriage, which was privately perfor- 


med by a popiſh prieſt, was no way binding, 


„and wot I had nothing to truſt to but his ho- 


 »nour.* „What,“ interrupted I, „and were 


»you indeed married by a prieſt, Sad in orders?“ 
— — „Indeed, Sir, We Were, replied ſhe, 


„though we were both fworn to conceal his na- 


„me.“ — „Why then, my child, come to my 
„arms again, and now you are a e, times 


„more welcome than before; for you are now _ 
bis wife to all intents and purpoles; nor can 


all the laws of men, tho' written upon tables 
„of adamant, leſſen the force of that lacred con- : 


7 ee 
„nexion. 


„Alas, Papa, e replied "I you. are Fey | 
„little acquainted with his villanies: he has been 
„married already, by the ſame prieſt, to fix or 


„eight wives more, whom, like me, be bas de- 
ceived and abandoned. * 


„Has be ſo?“ cried I, Sw + we _ hang 5 
„the prieſt, and you ſhall inform againſt him to 
„morrow. 6 — „But Sir,“ returned the, „will 

„that be right, when I am ſworn to ſecrecy?“ 


— „My dear,“ replied I, if you have made ſuch 

= promiſe, I cannot, nor will I tempt you to 
„break it. Even though it may benefit the pu- 
| Ks: you muſt not inform againk bim. In _ 


| 1 inſtitutions a {waller evil i 18 allowed 1 


_ | 


* 
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N procure a greater good; as in politics, a pro- 


yvince may be 8 away to ſecure a kingdom; 


„in medicine, a limb may be lopt off, to preſerve 


„the body. But in religion the law is written, 
Hand inflexible, never to do evil. And this law, 


„my child, is right: for otherwile, if we commit 
„a ſmaller evil, to procure a greater good, cer- 


„tain guilt would be thus incurred, in expecta- 


„tion of contingent advantage. And though the 
„advantage ſhould certainly follow, yet the inter- 


„val between commiſſion and advantage, which 


„is allowed to be guilty, may be that in which 


„We are called away to anſwer for the things we 


„have done, and the volume of human actions 


„is clofed for ever. But I interrupt you, my 


- dear, go on.“ | . 
Haehe very next morning,“ continued ſhe, 
VI found what little expectations I was to have 


„from his ſincerity. That very morning he in- 


„troduced me to two unhappy women more, 


- 


„whom, like me, he had deceived, but who li- 
„ved in contented proſtitution. I loved him too 


tenderly to bear ſuch rivals in his affections, and 


„ſtrove to forget my infamy in a tumnult of plea- 
ſures. Witl-this view, I danced, dreſſed, and 


„italked; but ſtill was unhappy. The gentleman 


„ho viſited there told me every moment of the 


„power of my charms, and this only contributed 
„to encreale my melancholy, as Thad thrown all 
„their power quite away. Thus each day I grew | 
„more penſive, and he more inſolent, till at laſt 


„the monſter had the aſſurance to offer me to a 


- „young Baronet of his acquaintance. Need I de- 


„ſeribe, Sir, how his ingratitude ſtung me. My 


anſwer to this propoſal was almoſt madneſs. I 
»delired to part. As I was going, he offered me a 


»purſe ; but. T flung it at him with indignation, 
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„and burſt from him in a rage, that for a while 
„kept me inſenſible of the miſeries of my ſitua- 
„tion. But I ſoon looked round me, and ſaw 
„myſelf a vile, abject, guilty thing, without one 
„friend in the world to apply to. Juſt in that in- 


_ ,Lterval, a ſtage-coach happening to pals by, I 


„took a place, it being my only aim te be driven 
Hat a diſtance from a wretch I deſpiſed and de- 
teſted. I was ſet down here, where, ſince my 
„arrival, my own anxiety, and this woman's un- 
„kindneſs, have been my only companions. The 


„hours of plealure that I have palled with my 


„Mamma and lifter, - now grow painful to me. 


„Their ſorrows are much; but mine is greater 


„infamy.“ 3 1 VVʒ . 0 Een 
„Have patience, my child,“ cried I, ,andF 
„hope things will yet be better. Take ſome re- 

- ole to- night, and to morrow III carry you 
5 p 6xF to your mother and the reſt of the family, | 


„than theirs; for mine are mixed with guilt and : | 


„from whom you will receive a kind reception. 


„Poor woman, this has gone to her beart; but 
»{be loves you ſtill 17 Olivia 7 and will forget it.“ 


"CRAP; XXIL..-> 
Offences are eaſily pardoned \ where ge wy 


love at bottom. 


TE next morning I took my daughter behind 


me, and ſet out on my return home. As we tra- 
velled along, I ſtrove, by every perſualidn, to 


calm her ſorrows and fears, and to arm her with 
reſolution to bear the preſence of her offended 
mother. I took every opportunity, from the pro- 
ſpect of a fine country, through which we pal- 
led, to obſerve how much kinder heaven was to 


us, 
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us, than we to each other, and that che misfor- 
tunes of nature's making were very few. I aſſu- 
red her, that ſhe ſhould never perceive any chan- 
ge in my affections, and that during my life, which 
yet might be long, ſhe might depend upon a guar- 


dian and an inftructor. I armed her againſt the 


| cenſures of the world, ſhewed her that hooks were 
ſweet unreproaching companions to the miſerab- 


le, and that if they could not bring us to enjoy 
life, they would at leaſt teach us to endure it. 


22715 The hired horſe that we rode was to be put 
up that night at an inn by the way within about 


five miles from my houſe, and as I was willing 


to prepare my family for my daughter's reception, 


I determined to leave her that night at the inn, 


and to return for her, accompanied by my daugh- - 


ter Sophia, early the next morning. It was night 
before we reached our appointed ſtage: however, 


after ſeeing her provided with a decent apart- 
ment, and having ordered the hoſteſs to prepare 
Proper reſreſhments, I kiſled her, and proceeded 
towards home. And now my heart caught new 
. ſenſations of pleaſure the nearer I approached 
that peaceful manſion. As a bird that had been 
frigbted from its neſt, my affections outwent my 
| haſte, and bovered round my little tire ſide, with 
all the rapture of expectation. I called up the 
many fond things I had to ſay, and anticipated 
the welcome I was to receive. I already felt my 
_ wife's tender embrace, and ſmiled at the joy of, 
my little ones. As I walked but ſlowly, the' 


night wained apace. The labourers, of the day 


were all retired to reſt; the lights were out in 
every cottage; no ſpunds were heard but of the 
 ſhrilhng cock, and the deep - mouthed watch» 

dog, at hollow diſtance. I approached. my little 


abode, of pleaſure,” and before I was within a 
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running 'to welcome me. 
- Tt was now near midnight that I came to 

knock at my door: all was ſtill and ſilent: my 
| Heart dilated with unutterable happineſs, when, 


to my amazement, I ſaw the houle burſting —_ 


in a blaze of fire, and every aperture red with | 
_ con?agration ! I gave a loud convulſive outer 


and fell upon the pavement inſenſible. This aber. 5 


med my fon, who had till this been aſleep, and 
he perceiving the flames inſtantly waked my wife 
and daugther, and all running out, naked, and 
wild with apprehenſion., recalled me to life "with 


. 8 their anguiſh, But it was only to objects of new 
terror; for the flames had, by this time, caught 2 
the roof of our dwelling, part after part conti- 


nuing to fall in, while the family ſtood, with 
_ flent agony, looking on, as if they enjoyed the 
blaze. I gazed upon them, and upowit by turns, 
and then looked round me ſor my two little ones; 
but they were not te be ſeen. O miſery! „Whe- 
re,“ cried I, „where are my little ones? 
| „They are burnt to death in the flames, ſays 
my wile calmly, ,,and I will die with them.“ — 
| — That momentT heard the cry of the babes with- 
in who were juſt awaked by the fire, and no- 
thing could have ſtopped me. bed, where, 
are my children? “ cried I, ruſhing through the 
flames, and burſting the oor of the chamber in 
which they were confined. „Where are my little 
ones? — — Here, dear Papa, here we are,“ 
__ cried they together, while the flames were juſt 


_ catching the bed where they lay, I caught them - 


both in my arms, and ſnatched them through the 

fire as faſt as pollible, while juſt as T was got out, 
the roof ſunk in. „Now,“ cried I, „holding up 
„my * now let the NP been.” on, an« 


on -. 
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| 1 my poſſeſſions periſh: Here they are, I have” 
»ſaved my treaſure. | Here, my deareſt, here are 


= „our treaſures, and we Mall yet be bappy.“ We, 


| kiſfed our little darlings a thouſand times, they 


|  claſyed us round the neck, and ſeemed to ſhare 


our tranſports, while their mother laughed and 
: wept oy barns. -- 

IJ now iood a cake foortaton of the flames, 

and after ſome time, began to perceive that my 


arm to the ſhoulder, was ſcorched in a terrible | 


manner. It was therefore out of my power to 
give my ſon any, aſſiſtance, either in attemptin 
do ſave our goods, or preventing the flames ſpread- 
ing to our corn. By this time, the 5 
Were alarmed, and came running to our alkſtance; 
but all they could do was to ſtand, like, zus, 


1 ſpectators of the calamity. My goods 5 among | 
Which were the notes I had reſerved for my 
daughters fortune, were entirely conſumed, ex- 
cept a box, with ſome papers, that ſtood in the 
kitchen, and two or three things more of little 


onfeguence, which my ſon brought away in the 


4: ; beginning, The neighbours contributed, howe- 


ver, what they could, to lighten our difireſs. 


They þ was us: cloaths, and furniſhed one of 


our outhouſes with kitchen-utenſils; ſo that by 
daylight we had another, tho' a wretched, dwel- 


| lng to retire to. My honeſt next neighbour, and 

his children, were not the leaſt aſliduous in pro- 

* 3 viding us with every thing neceſſary, and offe- 
* untutored benevolence 


5 — whatever conſo 
| d ſuggeſt, 


When the fears of my family had lublided, F ef, 
ong ſtay began of 


| curioſity to knownthe cauſe of my 


| to take place; having therefore informed them of 
every particular, I proceeded to prepare them for 
ad * we had 
no- 


f r an 
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nothing but wretchedneſs' now to import, I was 


willing to procure her a welcome to what we 
had. This taſk would have been more difficult 


but for our recent calamity , which had humbled 
my wife's pride, and blunted it by more poignant 
afffictions. Being unable to go for my poor child 
mylelf, as my arms grew very painful, I ſent 
my ſon and daughter, who ſoon returned, fuppor- 


ting the wretched delinquent, who had not the 


courage to look up at her mother, whom no in- 


ſtructions of mine could perſuade to a perfect recon- 


cCiliation; for women have a much ſtronger ſenſe 


öôk female error than men. „Ah, madam, cried © 


„her mother, this is but a poor place you are come 


_ 


„and I cap afford but little entertainment to per- 
„lons who have kept company only with people 
of diſtinction. Yes, Muſs Livy, your poor fa- 
„ther and J have ſuffered very much of late; but 
„I hope heaven will forgive you.“ — — During 


this reception, the unhappy victim ſtood pale and 


trembling, unable to weep or to reply; but 1 
could not continue a ſilent lectator of her diſtreſs, 


 wherefore aſſuming a degree of ſeverity in my voice . 
and manner, which was ever followed with in- 
ſtant ſubmilkon, „I entreat, woman, that 

_ words may be now marked once for all: T have 
„here ae wer ae a pour deluded wanderer; 


225 „derneſs. The real hardſhips of life are now 'co- 


„hor return to duty demands the revival of our ten- 


„ming faſt upon us, let us not therefore encreaſe 

„them by diſlention among each other. If we live“ 
 »barmonioully together, we may yet be contented, 
nas there are enough of us to ſhut out the cenſu- 

ring world, and keep each other in countenan- 


„penitent 1 and let ours be directed by the 


„ce. The kindneſs of heaven is promiſed to the 


o 


o after ſo much finery. My daughter Sophy 
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ple. Heaven, we are aſſured, is much more 
pleaſed to view a repentant ſinner, than ninety 
- nine perſons who have ſupported. a courle of un- 
_ deviating rectitude. And this is right; for that 
„ſingle effort, by which we ſtop ſhort in the downs» 
Hehill path to perdition, is itfelf a greater exertion 


Hof virtue, than a hundred acts of juſtice. _ 


mig - 


CHAP. XXIII. | 


None but the guilty can be long and completely . 


miſ. erable. 


Sone alfiduity was now required to make our 
Preſfent abode as convenient as poſſible, and we 
were ſoon again rape to enjoy our former ſe- 
renity. Being dila 1 
ſlon in our ulual occupations, I read to my fa-n 
mily from the few books that were ſaved, and 
particularly from ſuch, as, by amuſing the ima- 
gination, contributed to eaſe the heart. Our good 
neighbours too came eyery day with the kindeſt 
condolence, and fixed a time in which they were 


bled *mylelf from affiſting my 


all to aſſiſt at repairing my former dwelling. Ho- 


neſt farmer Williams was not laſt among theſe 


viſitors ; but heartily offered his friendſhip. He 


Would even have renewed his addreſſes to my 
daughter; but ſhe rejected them in ſuch a manner 
as totally repreſt his future ſollicitations. Her 


| wag ſeemed formed for continuing, and ſhe was 
e only perſon of our little ſociety that a week 


did not reſtore to chearfulneſs. She now loſt that 
unbluſhing innocence which once taught her to 
_ _ reſpect herſelf, and to ſeek pleaſure by pleaſing. 
Anxiety now had taken ſtrong poſſeſſion of her 


mind, her beauty began to be impaired wich her: 


Fan- 
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conſtitution, and neglect ſtill more contributed to 
diminiſh it. Every tender epithet beſtowed on 
her liſtey brought a pang/to her heart and a tear 
to her eye; and as one vice, tho' cured, ever plants 
others where it has been, ſo ber former guilt, 
though driven out by repentance, left jealouly and 
envy behind. I ſtrove a thouſand ways to leſſen 


her care, and even forgot my own pain in a con- 


ceru for he's, collecting ſuch amuſing pallages 


9 
vas 


* 


of hiſtory, as a ſtrong memory and ſome readin 
could ſuggeſt. „Our happinels, my dear,“ I woul 


v lay, vis in the power of one who can bri 


„it about a thouſand unforeſeen ways, that moc 


„our foreſight. If examples be necellary to prove 


„this, I'll give you a ſtory, my child, told us by 


29a grave, though lometimes, a romancing y. hiſto- | 


FE ow” 


25 „Matilda was married very young to a Nea- 
„politan nobleman of the fark, quality, and found 
"Feerſelf a widow and a mother fat the age of k- 


„teen. As ſhe ſtood one day carelhng her infant 


vlon in the open window of an apartment, which 

„hung over the river Volturna, the child, -with; 
„a ludden Ipring, leaped from her arms into the 
„flood below, and digappeared in a momept. The. 


„mother, ſiruck with inſtant ſurprize, and ma- 


' king an effort to ſave him, plunged in after; but, 
„far from being able to alliſt the infant ſhe her- 
„elf with great difficulty eſcaped to the oppoſite 
olbore, juſt when ſome French ſoidiers were plun- 
 »dering the country on that ſide, who immedia- 
| ately made her their priſoner, 5 


0 - 


: N : * 
. * * 
: . # | 
” * ” 
» n 5 * 


ys the war was then carried on between the 
„French and Italians with the utmoſt inhumanity, 
„they were going at once to perpetrate thole two 
Hextremes, luggeſted by appetite and cruelty. This 
v baſe xeſolution, however, was oppoled by. a 


"7 


x & 
9 
_ 
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„young officer, who, though t Ne © r= 3 
* — expedition, * her behind him 
„and brought her in ſafety to his native city. Her 4 

beauty at firſt caught his eye, her merit ſoon af- py 
„ter his heart. They were married; he role, to 
„the higheſt poſts ; they lived long together, and 
„were Loney: But the felicity of a ſoldier can 
„never be called permanent: after an interval of 
„ſeveral years, the troops which he commanded 
„having met with a repulſe, he was obliged to 
take ſhelter in the city where he bad lived with — =Y 
„his wife. Here they ſuffered a ſiege, and the 3 
nu city at length was taken. Few hiſtories can pro- 55 
yduce more various inſtances of cruelty, than thoſe 
„which the French and Italians at that time ex- 
Herciſed upon each other. It was reſolved by the 
v„victors, upon this occaſion, to put all the French 
„priſoners to death, but particularly the huſband 

| of the unfortunate Matilda, as he was princi- | 
y„pally inftrumental in protracting the ſiege. Their 

determinations were, in general, executed al- 

vmoſt as ſoon as reſolved upon. The captive 
 ofoldier was led forth, and the executioner, with 

bis ſword, ſtood ready, while the ſpectators in 

 »gloomy ſilence awaited the fatal blow, which 

„was only ſuspended till the general, who preſfi- 
"ded as judge, ſhould give the ſigns). It was in 
„this interval of anguiſh and expectation, that Ma- 

wtilda came to take her laſt farewell of her bu 

vyband and deliverer, deploring her wretched ſitua- 

tion, and the cruelty of fate, that had ſaved her 
from periſhing by a premature death in the river 
„Volturna, to * the ſpectator of ſtill greater ca- 


»lamities. The general, who was a young man, 
„was ſtruck with ſurprize at her beauty, and pity* , 

vat her diſtreſs, but with ſtill ſtronger emotions 
»When by heard her mention her former * 15 


c rr 
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1738 „He was her "Op the infant for whom ſhe had 

14 ncountered fo nruch danger. He acknowledged 
"fer at once as his mother, and fell at her feet. 
| The reſt may be eaſil — the captive was 
x "(et free, and all the happineſs that love, friend- 

| * „ſhip, and duty coul confer on each, wers 
1 Hunited.“ | 
In this manner 1 wes attempt to amuſe =p 
daughter, but ſhe liſtened with divided attention; 

| | for her own misfortunes engroſſed all the pity ſhe. 
uy once had for thoſe of another, and nothing gave 


her eaſe. In company ſhe dreaded contempt; and 
f in Tolitude ſhe only found anxiety. Such was 
the colour of her wretchedneſs, when we recei- 
: ved certam information, that Mr. Thornhill was 
going to be married to Miſs Wilmot, for whom 
1 f always ſuſpected he had a real paſſion, 'though 
be took every opportunity before me to exprels 
TE his contempt both of her perſon and fortune. 


oo „e. 


| 
l This news only ſerved to call oor Olivia's 
| -/ © affliction; ſuch a flagrant breach of Edelity, was 
| more than her courage could ſupport. I was re- 
ſolved, however, to get more certain informa- 
4 tion, and to defeat, if oſſible, the completion 
BW 8 of his deſigns, by ſending my ſon te old Mr. 
1 Wilmot's, with inftractions to know the —— of 
| ” the report, and to deliver Miſs Wilmot a letter, 
Ea Intimating Mr. ThornhilPs conduct in my family, 
| = fon went, in purſuance of my directions, 
"HY and in three days returned, aſſuring us of the 
* truth of the account; but that he had found it 
impoſſible to deliver the letter, which he was 
= | therefore obliged to leave, as Mr. Thornhill and 
Wi Miſs Wilmet were viſiting round the country. 
I bey were to be married, he ſaid, in a few days 
EF: | having appeared together at church the Sunday 
3 A — 8 


3 * 


„ 
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attended by ſix young ladies, and he by ag many 
gentlemen. Their * nuptials filled the 
Whole country with rejoicing, and they uſually 
rode out together in the grandeſt equipage that 
bad been ſeen in the country for many years. 
All che friends of both families, he ſaid, were 
there, particularly the Squire's uncle, Sir Wil- 
Ham. Thornhill, who bore [o good a character. 
He added, that nothing but mirth and feaſting 
were going forward ; ; all the country prai-. - 
ſed the young bride's beauty, and the bride- 
groom's fine perſon, and that they were immen- 
3 fely fond of each other; concluding, that he 
could not help thinking Mr. Thornhill one of the 
moſt happy men in the world. 
Vy„Why let him if he can,“ returned I: „but, 
„my ſon, obſerve this bed of ſtraw, and unſhel- 
„ tering roof; thoſe mouldering walls, and hu- 


„mid floor; my wretched body thus diſabled by 


„fire, and my children weeping round me for 
bread; you have come home, my child, to all 
_ "this, yet here, even here, you lee a man that 
„would not for a thoufand worlds exchange fitua- 
„tion. O, my children, if you could hat learn 
. to commune with your own hearts 5 and know ; 
| oWhat noble company you can make them, you 
would little regard the elegance and ſplendours 
of the worthleſs. Almoſt all men have been 
„taught to call life a pollage, and themſelves the 
| $travellers. The ſimilitude ſtill may be improved 
„when we obſerve that the good are joyful and 
ſerene, like travellers that are going towards 
„home; the wicked but by ere happy, like 
„travellers that, are going into exile. _ 


— 


My compalhon for my poor daughter, over- 


wered by this new diſaſter, interrupted what I 
A farther to obſerve. I bade her mother ſup- 


% 
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— her, and after a ſhort time ſhe recovered; ns 


She appeared from that time more calm, and I 
imagined had gained a new degree of reſolution.” | 
But appearances deceived me; for her tranquil- 

lity was the languor of overwrought reſentment. 
A fupply of proviſions, charitably ſent us by my 
kind pariſhioners, ſeemed to diffule new chear- 
fulneſs amongſt the reſt of the family, nor was I 
_ diſpleaſed at leeing them once more ſprightly and 
at eaſe. It would have been unjuſt to damp their 
ſatisfactions, merely to condole with reſolute 
© melancholy, or to burthen them with a ſadneſs | 
they did not feel. Thus, once more, the tale 
vent round and the ſong was demanded, and 
chearfulneſs een to hover round ous 
— VF OC 


CHAP. XXIV. 
. Freſh calamities. g 


Tax next morning the ſun aroſe with peculiar 
warmth for the ſeaſon; ſo that we agreed to 
byeakfaſt together on the- benny « heads bank; 
where, while we ſlate, my youngeſt daughter, at 
my requeſt, joined her voice to the concert on 
trees about us. It was in this place my poor 
Olivia firſt met her ſeducer, and every object ſer- 
ved to recall her ſadneſs. But that melancholy, 
 _ which is excited by objects of pleaſure, or inſpi- 
red by ſounds of harmony, ſoothes the heart in- 
ſtead of corroding it. Her mother, too, upon this 
occaſion, felt a pleaſing diſtreſs, and wept, and 
loved her daughter as e. „Do, my pretty 
„Olivia,“ cried ſhe, „let us have that little me- 
„lancholy air your K was ſo fond of; your ſi- 


voter Sophy has already obliged us. Do, child, 
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vit will pleaſe your old father. „ She com lied 
in a manner ſo exquiitely pathetic, « as move me. 


WW lovely woman ſtoops to r, 
And finds too late that men betray, 
What charm can ſooth her melancholy, 

What art can waſh her guilt — 


The ly art hor onile to cover, 9 
To hide her ſhante from every eye, 
To give repentance to her lover, jt 
And wang his bolom — — is. to die, 


? x . As me was concluding ths laſt 8 to 


which an interruption in ber voice from ſorrow _ 


| 17 ve peculiar ſoktneſs, the appearance of Mr. 
bornhill's equipage at a diſtance alarmed us. all, 
but particularly encreaſed the uneaſineſs of my 


_ eldeſt daughter, who, deſirous of ſhunning = 


betrayer, returned to the houſe with her lifter. 

In a few minutes he was alighted from his-char- 
riot, and making to the place where I was 
till ſitting, ing up after my. health with his 


ulual air of familiarity. „Sir,“ replied I, Fur | 


_._ -»»Prelent aſſurance only ſerves to aggravate the 
> 1 of your character; and there was a . - 
a 8 I would have chaſtiſed your inſolence, 

_ . »ofor preſuming thus to appear before me. But 
vnow you are lafe; for age has cooled my pal- 

. wſtons and my calling reſtrains them“ : 
Vl vow, my dear Sir,“ returned he, „1 am 
amazed at all this; nor can I underſtand what 
-»it means! I hope you don't think your daugh- 


n ter's late excurſion with me . bad any thing cri. | 
inal in it.“ 
„G0, cried I, - han art a. 1 Aa poor - 


| »Pitiful woes: , "a every way 3 a liar; but your 
Sy K 3 * 
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,meanneſ? ſecures you from my anger! Yet Sir, 1 
yam deſcended from a family that would not 
 »bave. born this. And ſo, thou vile thing, to 
 »gratify a momentary paſſion, thou haſt made 

© zone Poor creature wretched for life, and pollu- 

„ted a family thad had nothing but honour ee 


„their portion.“ 


V If ſhe or you, “ returned he, are reſolved 


„to be miſerable, I cannot help it. But you may 
ſtill be happy; and whatever opinion you may 


| have formed of me, you ſhall ever find me rea- 


„dy to contribute to it. We can marry her to 


another in a ſhort time, and what is more, ſhe 
Hmay keep her lover beſide; for I proteſt T ſhall 
„ever continue to have a true regard for her. 
I found all my paſhons alarmed at this new 
_ degrading propoſal; for though the mind. may 
often be calm under great injuries, little villainy 
can at any time get within the ſoul, and — 3 
into rage — — „Avoid my fight, thou reptiſe, “ 
cried I, nor continue to inſult me with thy pre- 
ſence. Were my brave ſon at home, he would 
„not ſuffer this; but I am old, and diſabled, and 
r e 


„ find, cried he, „ you are bent upon obli- | 


 »ging me to talk in an harſher manner than I 
vy„ intended. But as I have ſhewn you what may 
vbe hoped from my friendſhip, it may not be 
vimproper to repreſent what may be the conſe- 
quences of my reſentment. My attorney, to 


»whom your late bond has been transferred, 


- threatens hard, nor do I know how to prevent 

' »the courſe of juſtice, except by paying the mo- 

ney myſelf, which, as I have been at ſome ex- 

npences lately, previous to my intended marriage, 
„is not ſo eaſy to be done. And then my ſteward 

„talks of driving for the rent: it is certain he 


manows 


A 
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. kis duty; for 1 never tronkle m viel]. with 
Haffalrs of that nature. Yet fill I — wiſh to 
v ſerve you and even to have you and your daug hter 
BB preſent at my marriage, which is Thortly t: to be 
5 | —_— with _ Wilmot ; it is even the 
vd orequeſt of my charming Arabella herſelf „ ne 
„ bope you will not refuſe. “ 


5 h „Mr. Thornhill, “ replied I, nn 
3 „for all; as to your marriage with ay but my | 
5 * „daughter, that I never will conſentsto; and 
1 8 pHthoug your friendſhip could raiſe end, 
Hor your reſentment link me to the grave, yet 
3 _ would I deſpiſe both. Thou haft once woefully, 
5 | : „irreparably 5 deceived me. I repoſed my FUR: 0p 
_ -,,upon thine honour, and have found its baſeneſs. - 
: — more, therefore, expect friendſhip from 


ume. Go, and poſlefs what fortune has given 
these, beauty, riches, Health, and pleafure Go, 
„and leave me to want, infamy, o end for- 
„row. Yet humbled as Iam, mall my heart fall 

Hvindicate its dignity, and though thou haſt my 
eforgivenes, thou ſhalt ever have my oontompt.F* 1 


Re „If ſo,“ returned he, „depend upon it- you 
„hall feel the effects of this inſolence, and we 
H ſhall hortly ſee which is the fitteſt object of 
(corn, you or mo A Which _ de- EE, 
abruptly. ” 
N My wife and ſon, who were 8 at this 
interview, ſeemed terrified, with the apprehen= 
Hon. My daughters alſo, finding that he was 
gone, came out to be informed of the reſult of 
dur conference, which, when known, alarmed 
them not lels than the reſt. But as to myſelf, 4 
diſregarded the utmoſt ſtretch of his malevolence : 5 
he had already ſtruck the blow, and now I ſtood 


to a new effo one of 
prepared repel *. * Like 1 


„him; 


162 1 enn VICAR. 7-4 


thoſe inficuments uſed in the art of war, , which, 
However thrown N fill preſents a porn to receive 
_ the enemy. 
We ſoon, dee found chat he had not 
chreatened in vain; for the very next m 
feward came to demand my annual rent, w = of 
by the train of accidents already related, I was 
unable te pay. The conſequence of my incapa- | 
7 a 25 (heb driving _— y my rr 
e t © yn. ailed and ſold the next 
1 than b bir value. My wife and child. 
=> gy therefore entreated me to comply upon 
boy terms, —— than incur certain deſtruction. 
»They even begged of me to admit his viſits once 
more, and uſed all their little eloquence to paint 
[the calamities I was going to e — Fan The ter- 
rors of a priſon in ſo rigorous a ſeaſon as the 
reſent; with the danger that threatened: m my 
Ich from khe late accident that happened * 
? dhe fire. But I continued inflexible. 
5 5 „Why, my treaſures,““ cried I, „why = 
r ou thus attempt to perſuade me to the thing thatis 
+; 1 right My duty has taught me to forgive 
ut my conſcience will not permit me to 
Happrove. Would you have me 2 ofthe 
5 „World, What my an muſt internally condemn? 
„Would you have me tamely ſit down and flatter | 
our infamous betrayer; and to avoid a | 
* continually fuffer the more galling bonds of 


„metal confinement! No, never. If we are 


_ - to be taken from this-abede, only let us hold 
v to the right, and where - ever we are throwp, 
we can ſtilf retire to a charming apartment, 
_ when we can look round our own bearts wich 
: nintropiity and with pleaſure !« “ 
In this manner we ſpent that evening. Farly 7 
the 0 as the now 2 = 


abundance in nt, my len was n 
clearing it away, and opening a paſſa ; ang the | 
door. He had not been thus eng 
be came running in, with looks p pong pale, 63 1 
us that two ſtrangers, whom he knew to be 


= of Ia were niaking. towards. the 


wg” a be ſpoke they came i in, * 
5 ing the bed where I lay, after previouſly. inform 
ing me of their employment and buſineſs, made 
me their priſoner, bidding me prepare to go with 
| les of. to count gaol, WRT was. eleven * 5 
les 
3 „My friends. ſaid I, "this is Gs tar 
Xo „in which you have come to take me to a priſon; 
and it is particularly unfortunatetat this time, 
| v one of my arms has lately been burnt in a 
_ 2;terrible manner, and it has thrown me into A 
light fever, and I want cloaths to cover me, 
 _ -yand I am now too weak and old to walk far in 
inch deep {gow : but if it muſt be fo. — — _ 
I then turned to my wife and children, and 
. them to get together What few things 
Were left us, and to prepare immediately in 
learing this place. TI entreated them to be expe- 
_ delired my ſon to aſſiſt his el Y 
7A == hs. from a conſciousnels that ſhe was the 
; .chnde of all our calamities, was fallen and had 
laſt anguiſh in inſenſibility. I encouraged my wife, 
Who, pale and trembling, claſped our affrighted 
Uttle ones in her arms, that clung to her boſom | 
uin ſilence, dreading to look round at the ſtran- . 
| gers. In the mean time my youngeſt daughter 
NL prepared for our departure, and as ſhe received 
| Bela! hints to uſe diſpatch, an about an hour 


we ae to * e 1 
„„ a. 


. 


* 


9 + : 
— 
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* ſome ſort of comfort attending it. 


W. ſet forward from this peaceful neighbour- 
hood, and walked on flowly. My eldeſt daugh- 
ter being enfeebled by a flow fever, which had 

begun for ſomedays to undermine her conſtitution, 
one of the officers, who had an horſe, kindly 

took her behind him; for even theſe men cannot 

entirely diveſt themſelves of humanity. My ſon 
led one of the little ones by the hand, and my 
wife the other; while IT leaned upon my young- 
eſt girl, whole tears fell not for ber own, but my 

JbköÄd q ũ ud On 8 
© We were now got from my late dwelling . 

about two miles, when we law a crowd running 
and ſhouting behind us, conſiſting. of about fifty 
of my pooreſt pariſhioners. - Thole, with dread- 
ful imprecations , ſoon ſeized upon the two offi- 
cers of juſtice, and ſwearing they would never 
ſee their miniſter go to gaol while they had a 
drop of blood to ſhed in his defence, were going 
dio uſe them writh great ſeverity. The conſequence 
might have been fatal, had I not immediately 
interpoſed, and, with ſome difficulty reſcued the 
' officers from the hands-of the enraged multitude. 
My children, who looked upon my delivery now 
as certain, appeared tranſported with joy, and 
weere incapable of containing their * But 
they were ſoon undeceived, upon hearing me 
addreſs the poor deluded people, who came, as 

_ - they imagined, to do me ſervice. 
„What! my friends,“ cried I, „and is this 

„the way you love me! Is this the manner you 
obey the inſtructions I have given you from = 5 


N No fituation, however weatcheT it ſeems, but has 


\ 
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: pallet Thus to fly i in the face of juſtice, Dy 
bring down ruin on yourſelves and me! Which 
vis your ringleader? Shew me the man that has 
„thus ſeduced you. As ſure as he lives he ſhall 
Seel my reſentment. Alas! my dear deluded 
Mock, return back to the duty you owe to God, 
— your country, and to me. I ſhall yet per- 

Wag one day ſee you in greater felicity here, 
{and contribute to make your lives more happy. 
„But let it at leaſt be my comfort, when I pen 
vymy fold for immortality, that not * here Ban 5 
»be wanting.“ 


They now ſeemed all pe N and l 5 


ing into tears, came one after the other to bid 

me farewell. I ſhook each tenderly by the hand, 

and leaving them my bleſſing, proceeded forward 
without meeting any farther interruption. Some 
hours before night we reached the town, or ra- 
ther village; for it conſiſted but of a few mean 
Houſes, having loſt all its former ulence, and 


retainin no marks of its ancient ſu Specicrity but. 
| the aol. | 


on n we put aer at an inn, where we 
bad ſuch * as could moſt readily be pro- 
cured, and T fupped with my family with my uſual 
chearfulneſs. After ſeeing them properly accommo- 
. Gated for that night, I next attended the ſheriff's 
officers to the priſon, which had formerly been 
| built for the purpoſes of war; and conſiſted of 
"one large apartment ſtrongly grated and paved 
with ſtone, common to both, felons and debtors _ 
at Tertain hours in the four and twenty. Beſides 


this, every priſoner had a ſeparate cell, where 5 


1 he was locked in for the night. 


I expected upon my entrance to find nothing 
but lamentations, and various ſounds of miſery; 


. wot it was FI — The * ſeemed 
8 b | all 
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all employed i in one common defign, that of for- 
getting thought in merriment or clamour. I was 
apprized of the uſual per * required upon 
0 eſe occaſions, and immediately complied with 
the demand, though the little money I had was 
very near being all echauſted. This was imme- 
diately ſent away for liquor, and the whole pri- 
Ion was Toon filled with riot, — and pro- 
* « cried I to m vſelf, „mall men is 
„wicked be chearful, and ſhall I be melancholy! 
| of feel only the ſame confinement with them, 
5 and T'think T have more reaſon to be happy.“ 


= With ſach reflections I laboured to . 
15 chearful; but chearfulneſs was never yet produ- 
ced by effort, which is itſelf painful. As I was 
fitting therefore in a corner of the goal, in a pen- 
ive ne; one of my fellow — tb came . 
and ſitting b _ entered into converſation. It | 
was my conſtant rule in life never to avoid the | - 
converſation of any man who ſeemed to deſire it; 
for if good, I might profit by his infiruction; if 
bad, he might be aſſiſted by mine. I found this 
to be a knowing man, of ſtrong unlettered ſenſe; 
but a thorough knowledge of the world, as it is 
called, or, more properly 888 of human 
nature on the wrong ide. - He alk e me if I had 
taken care to provide myſelf with a bed, which 
Was a circumſtance 1 had never once . | \ 
| ded to. | 
„That's + cried he, „as you are 
allowed here nothing but firaw, and your apart- 
| ef is very large and cold. However you ſeem 
v to be . of a gentleman , and as I have 
| e Lone mylelf in my time , part of my bed- 
ths are heartily a your ſervice. 7 5 * 


I thanked him, profoſling 1 at ſin- 


ding ſuch humanity 3 in a gaol, in misfortunes ; ad- 


5 ding „ to let him ſee that I was a ſcholar, „That 


»the ſage ancient ſeemed to underſtand the value 
7” company in aMiction, when he ſaid, Ton 


mon aire, ei dos ton etairon; and in fact, 


| — I, „bat i is the world if it affords on- 


: why olituds 75 e ſ 
H„Lou talk of the world, Sir, « tonnes. ay 


5 fellow priſoner; „the world is in its dotage, and | 


»yet the coſmogony or creation of the world has 


_ puzzled the philoſophers of every age. What a 


medley of opinions have they not broached upon 


wth creation of the world. Sanconiathon, Mane- 

» Beroſus, and Ocellus Lucanus have all at- 
2 it in vain. The latter has theſe worde, 
Anarchan ara kai atelutaion to pan, which im- 


plies. . — — „T aſk pardon, Sir,“ cried I, „for 


„interrupting ſo much learning; but I think I ha- 


„ve heard all this before. Have I not had the 


»pleaſure of once ſeeing you at Welbridge fair, 
van is not your name Ephraim Jenkinſon?“ At 
tis demand he only ſighed. „I ſuppoſe you mult 


„recollect, © reſumed I, „one Doctor Primroſe, 
»from whom you bought a horſe.“ 


He now at once recollected me: "hes the 7 
23 of the place and the approaching _ * 


had prevented his diſtinguiſhing my features 
fore. — — „Les, Sir,“ returned Mr. Jenkin- 
| ſon, „I remember you perfectly well; I bought 


- os borſe, but for rgot to pay for him. Your neigh» 
is the only proſecutor I am 


 »bour Flamboroug 
„any way afraid of at the next Fay for he in- 
tends to [wear poſitively a 

„I am heartily bo orry , Sir, 


zainſt me as a coiner, 

[ ever deceived you, 

F any man; for you lee," —— | 
0 ſhew- 


. — ü ˙K% ˙²˙ . oe 

* 5 3 

— - a m _ — - -- 
” % 4 


vſeventy. Ab fir! 
| „pains in learning a trade, that I have in learn- 


this I ſpread my 
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dere bis ſhackles, what my Sicke have . 


v broug 


me to.“ | 
„Well, Sir,“ replied I. ; „your kinüneſs 3 in 

„offering me aſfiſtance, when you could expect 

„no return, ſhall be repaid with my endeavours 


1 ſoften or totally ſuppreſs Mr. Flamborough's 
| evidence, and I will ſend my ſon to him for that 
p ,,purpoſe the firſt opportunity; nor do I in the 
| "Foak doubt but be bin comply with my requeſt, : 


— ad as to my own evidence, you need be un 


no uneaſineſs, about that.“ 


„Well, Ser „* cried he, „all the EY can 
„make ſhall be yours. Yon ſhall have more than 


half my bed- cloaths to night, and Tll take care 
„to ſtand your friend in the * ; where I think 


„I have ſome influence.“ 


I thanked him, and could not avoid being 
ſurpriſed at the preſent youthful change in his 
aſpect; for at the time I had ſeen him before, he 


; appeared at le- ſt ſixty. — — „Sir,“ anſwered — 
he, „you are little acquainted with the world; I 
„had at that time falſe hair, and have learnt che 


art.of eg every age from ſeventeen to 
ad I bu beſtowed half the 


ing to be a ſcoundrel, T might have been a rich 


„man at this day. But rogue as I am, ſtill I may 
5 be your friend, apd that perhaps when you 1 cak . 
: expect it.“ 


We were now prevented from farther con - 
verſation by the arrival of the gaoler's ſervants, 


who came to call over the priſoners names, and 
lock up for the night. A fellow alſo; with a 


bundle of ſtraw for my bed, attended, who led 


me along a dark narrow pallage i intoa room paved 1 


like the common priſon, and in one corner of 
bet, and 2 * | 


= . = 
N - * 
* 
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by my fellow - priſoner ; which done my con- 


ductor, who was civil enough, bade me a good- | 


night. After my uſual meditations, and havin 


praiſed my heavenly corrector, I laid myſelf Fs. : 
_ andMlept with the utmoſt tranquillity till morning. 


CAP. XXVI. | 


A reformation MN the gaol. To make k laws com- 
ghlete, they ſhould reward as well 
| CP... puniſh. _ F 


Th next mornir early I was . ; ed by 


= family, whom I found in tears at my bed- 
ſide. 


The gloomy firength of every thing about 


us, it ſeems, had daunted them. I gen 

| ked their ſorrow, aſſuring them L bad 
with 233 tranquillity, and next enquired after 

They informed me that yeſterday's uneaſineſs and 


fatigue had increaſed her fever, and it was jud- 


ged. proper to leave her behind. My next care 
_ was to lend my 

lodge the family in, as near the priſon as conve- 
niently could be found. He obeyed; but could 
only find one apartment, which was hired at 
a ſmall expence, for his mother and ſiſters, the 


gaoler with humanity conſenting to let him and 


| his two little brothers lie in the priſon with me. 
A bed was therefore prepared for them in a cor- 


ner of the room, wich I thought anſwered very 


_ conveniently. I was willing howewer previoull 


to know whether my little children choſe to lie in | 
a place Which ſeemed to fright them upon 


y rebu- 


never ſlept 


eſt daughter, who was not among hem. 


ſon to procure a room or two to 
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Fears old, „love N Place beſt that my eps 


cularly directed to watch her 


: deus enemy. 


ofs ern 


„wen, „ cried I; „ my good boys how de 
„you like your bed? 1 hope you are not afraid 


to lie in this room, dark as it appears.“ 


„No, Papa, „* ſays Dick, 1 a am not afraid 
„to lie any re you are.“ 
„And I, ſays Bill, who was 7 but four 


„is in. 


After this. I allotted to each of the family 


what they were to do. My danghter was parti- 
eclining ſiſter's 


health; my wife was to attend me; my little 


8 5 boys were to read to me: „And as for you, my 


„on,“ continued I, it is by the labour of your 


hands we muſt all hope to be ſupported. . Your 
wages, as a day - labourer, will be full ſuffi- 


cient, with proper frugality, to maintain us all, 
„and comfortably too. Thou art now inten = 


| »years old, and haſt ſtrength, and it was given 
„thee, my fon „ for very uſeful purpoles; for it 
„muſt ſave from famine your belpleſs parents and 


„family. Prepare then this evening to look out 


„for work againſt to morrow , and bring bome 
„every night what money you earn , for our 


„ſupport.“ 

Having thus Aub him 5 wad fartled "oF 
reſt, I walked down to the common priſon, 
where J could enjoy more air and room. But I 


5 was not long there when the execrations, lewd» 
' nels, and brutality that invaded me on every 


fide, drove me back to my appartment again. 
Here I ſate for ſome time pondering upon the 


ſtrange infatuation of wretches, who 1 all 


mankind i in open arms againſt them, were labou- 
ring to make themſelves a future and a tremen - 


Their 
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Their inſenſibility excited my kigheſt com- 


paſſion and blotted my own uneaſineſs from my. 
A. It even appeared a duty incumbent upon 


me to attempt to reclaim them. I reſolved there- 
fore once more to return, and in ſpite of. their 
contempt to | cons them my advice, and. conquer | 


them by perſeverance. , Going therefore among 
them again, I informed Mr. Jenkinſon of my 
deſign, at which he laughed heartily, but com- 
municated it to the reſt. Ihe propoſal was recei- 


ved with the | greateſt good humour, as:it promi-. 
fed to afford a new fund of entertainment to per- 


fans who had now no other reſource, for mirth , 
but what could be derived from ridicule. or Fay 


| bauchery 


"nw ts mood than a portion of the Caries. 


with a loud unaffected voice, and found my au- 


dence perfectly merry upon the- occaſion. Lewd 
whiſpers, groans of contrition burlesqued, win- 
king and coughing, alternately excited laughter. 
However, I continued with my natural ſolemnity 


to read on, ſenſible that what I did might amend 
ſome, but could itſelf receive no contamination 


from any. 


3 reading, 1 3 upon my ee = 
tion, which was rather calculated at firſt to. 
_ amuſe them than to reprove. I previoully obſer- 


ved, that no other motive but their welfare could 


induce me to this; that I was their fellow priſo- 


ner, and now got nothing by preaching. I was 


ſorry, I ſaid, to hear them lo very prophane; 
becauſe they got nothing by it, but might loſe a 
great deal: „For be allured, my friends,“ cried I, 
„for you are my friends, however the world 
may diſclaim your friendſhip . though you ſwore- 
»twelve thouſand. oaths in a day, it would hot 
* one penny in yu — Then what 4 p 
29 
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| „fies calling 
| «. courting his friendſhip, ſince you find how ſcur- 
if Hily be uſes you. He has given you nothing 
| „here, you find, but a mouthful of oaths and an 
[| empty belly; and by the beſt accounts I have 
| „of * he will give you nothing that's good 
f ter“ „„ e 
„If uſed ill in our dealings with one man, 
„we naturally go elſewhere; were it not worth 
„your, while then, juſt to try how you may like 
„the ulage of another maſter, who gives you fair 
„promiſes at leaſt to come to him. Surely, my 
as „friends, of all ſtupidity in the world, his muſt 
be greateſt, who, after robbing an bonſe, runs 
| 
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every moment upon the devil, and 5 


ꝛꝛnto the thief-takers for protection. And yet how 

„are you more wile? You are all ſeeking com- 
„fort from one that has already betrayed you, 
applying to a more malicious being than any 

 »thief-taker of them all; for they only decoy, and 

„then hang you; but he decoys and hangs, and 

what is work of all, will not let you looſe after. 
„the bangman bas done.“. „5 
When [I had concluded, I received the com- 
plwKiüments of my audience, ſome of whom came 

and ſhook me by the hand, ſwearing that I-was 

a very honeſt fellow, and that they deſired my: 
further acquaintance. © I therefore promiſed to 
repeat my lecture next day, and actually concei- | 

ved ſome hopes of making a reformation here; 
for it had ever been my opinion, that no man 
wuouas paſt the hour of amendment, every heart 
ping open to the ſhafts of reproof, if the archer 
BP cd but take a proper aim. When I had thus 
ſatisfied my mind, Iwent back to my apartment, 


3 where my wife ared a frugal meal, while 
. Mr. Jenkinſon begged leave to add his dinner to 


ours, and partake of the pleaſure, as he was 


- 


47 WAKEFIELD. e 


: kind enough to expreſs it, of my ers tion. 
He had not yet ſeen iny family, for as they came 
to my apartment by a door in the narrow paſſlage, 


. deſcribed, by this means they avoided - Bo 


the common priſon. Jenkinſon at the firſt inter- 
view therefore ſeemed not a little ſtruck with the 
beauty of my youngelt daughter, which ber pen- 
| fye, air contributed to heighten, and my little 
ones did not paſs. bun 

„Alas, Doctor,“ cried he, Sy > children 
„are too handſome and too good for ſuch a. pcs 
| vas this! « 
„Why, Mr. Jenkinſon „ replied I, „tank 
1 my children are pretty tolerable in mo- 
„rals, and if they be good, it matters little for 
wither „ 

„J fancy, Sir % ated my fellow priſoner, 
„mat it mult give you a great comfort to have this 
* family about you.“ 


„A comfort! Mr. Jenkinſon,*« replied I, „yes 
„it is indeed a comfort, and 1 would not be 
„without them for all the world; for they can 
„make a dungeon ſeem a palace. There is but 
„one way in this life of wounding my ä 
nvand that is by injuring them“ 

| By am afraid then, Sir,“ cried he, as I 
nam in fome meaſure culpable; for 1 think I ſee 


„here, (looking at my ſon Moſes) one that I have 
vinjured ar and by whom I wiſh to be forgiven. 


| My ſon immediately recollected his voice, 8 
and features, though he had before feen him in 
211 60 5 and taking him by the hand, with a 
| forgave him. „Verse continued he, 5 can't 
„help wondering at what you could lee in wy 
face, to chink me a proper monk for n 


, *. . | | „My N 
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„My FOO Sir , returned ha 3 vit Was | 


„not your face, but your white ſtockings and tha 

| „black ribband in your hair, that allured me. 
»But no diſparagement to your parts, I have 
deceived wiſer men than you in my time; and 
„yet, with all my tricks, the 3 1 
been too many for me at "Jaft.< SE 2 f 


1 ſuppoſe , cried my ſon, „* „that che narra- 


„tive of ſuch a life as your's muſt be ke met] 


inſtructive and amuſing.« | 
„Not much of either, 4 returned Mr. Jenkin- 


Tom... „Thoſe relations which deſcribe the tricks 
_ and vices only of mankind, by increaſing our 


ſuſpicion in life, retard our fucceſs. The tra- 


„veller that difiruſts every perſon he meets, and 


„turns back upon the appearance of every man 
„that looks like a robber, ſeldom arrives in timo 


vat his journey's end.“ 


„Indeed I think from my own experience, 1 


* be the knowing one is the ſillieſt fellow under 


| „N e ſun. I was ought cunning from my ve 


Adhood; when but ſeven years old, the ladies 


my „would lay, that I was a perfect little man; at 
yfourteen, I knew the world, cocked my hat, 


„and loved the ladies; at twenty, though I was 


1 perfectly honeſt, yet every one thought me ſo 


cunning, that not one would truſt me. Thus I, 


»Was at laſt obliged to turn ſharper in my own 


„defence, and — lived evef ſince, my head 


. »throbbing with ſchemes to „ , and my 
_ heart palpitating with fears of detection. I uſed 


„often to laugh p pal? an honeſt imple neighbour 
_ »Flamborough, 


ally cheated Bin once a year. Yet ſtill the ho- 
neſt x man went forward without ſuſpicion „ and 


one way or another gene- 
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„grew rich, while T ſtill continued trickiſh and 5 
H dunning, and was poor, without the conſolation EF 
nof being honeſt, However,“ continued he, „let 9 

„me know your caſe, and what has brought you 

„here; perhaps though I have not ſkill to avoid 

va goal myſelf, I may extricate my friends.“ 


In compliance with his curioſity, I infor- 
med him of the whole train of accidents and fol- 
lies that had plunged me into my preſent trou- 
bdles, and my utter inability to get free. EE 
After hearing my ſtory, and pauſing ſome 
minutes, he ſlapt his forehead, as if he had hit 
upon [ſomething material, and took his leave, 
ſaying, he would try what could be done. 


The Jame ſubject continued. =, 


Tas next morning I communicated to my wife 
and children the 3 I had planned of refor- 
ming the priſoners, which they received with 
univerſal diſapprobation, alledging the impoſhbi- 
lity and impropriety of it; adding that my en- 
deavours would no way contribute to their amend- 
ment, but might probably disgrace my calling. 


„Excuſe me,* returned I, „theſe people, 
„however fallen, are ſtill men, and that is, a 
„very good title to my affections. Good counſel 
„rejected returns to enrich the giver's boſom; and 

„though the inſtruction I communicate muy not 
amend them, yet it TITTY mend * 5 
JJC eo ä 
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F Af theſe wretches , my children, , ware princes, 5 
there would be thouſands ready to offer their 


miniſtry; but, in my opinion, the heart that 


„is buried in a dungeon, is as precious as that 


| leated upon a throne. Yes, my treaſures, 11 


„can mend them, I will; perhaps they will not 
„all deſpiſe me. e I may catch up but even 
„one from the gulph, and that will be great 

„gain; for is there upon earth a yur ſo precious | 


| vas the human foul * 


Thus F Theft them, and en 


0 the common priſon, where I found the priſa- 
ners very merry, expecting my arrival, and each 
prepared with ſome gaol - trick to play upon the 

| "52h Thus, as I, was going to begin, one 

turned my wig away, as if by accident, and then 


aſked my pardon. A ſecond, who ſtoad at ſome 
diſtance, had a knack of ſpitting through his 


teeth, which fell in ſhowers upon my book. &. 


third would cry Amen in ſuch an affected tone as 


gave the reſt great delight. A fourth bad lily 
picked my pocket of my ſpectacles. But there | 
was one, whole trick gave more univerſal plea- ' | 
fſure than all the reſt; for obſerving the manner 
in which I had dispoled my books on the table 


before me, he very dexterouſly diſplaced one of 
them, and put an obſcene jeſtbook of his on in 
the place. However I took no notice of all that 


this miſchievous group of little beings could do; 
but went on, perfectly ſenſible that what was 
ridiculous in my attempt, would excite mirtn 
only the firſt or ſecond time, While what was 
: 33 would be permanent. My deſign ſuccee - 
ded, and in leſs than fix oye ſome were þ anal | 
tant aud all attentive. 


en bavn hh e | 3 
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It was now that I ap plauded my 
rance and addreſs, at ow af giving ſenſibi 
| wretches diveſted of every moral * I 8 
no be 2 to think of doing them temporal ſer- 
by rendering their ſituation lomewhat 
more 3 Their time had bitherto been 
divided between famine and exceſs, tumultuous 
riot and bitter repining. Their — employment 
- was. quarelling among each other, playing at 
 eribbage, and cutting ; tobacco - toppers. From 
this laſt mode of idle induſtry I took the hint of 
ſetting ſuch as choſe to work at cutting pegs for 
R and ſhoemakers, the proper wood 
being bought eneral ſubſeription, and when 
322 a by my appointment, fo that 
each earned ſamething _— 2 ue WN 
d ſufficient to maintain him 


I did not ſtop here, * iultituted fines for 
e puniſhment of immorality and rewards for 
callar induſtry. Thus in leſs tban a fortni | 
ped formed them into fomething focial and | 
mane, and had the * of regarding myſelf 
. as a legiſlator, who had brought men from hes | 
native ferocity into friendſhip and obedience. 


And it were highly to be wiſhed, that ds 
lative power would thus direct the law rather to 
reformation than ſeverity. That it would ſeem 
convinced that the work of eradicating crimes is 
not by making puniſhments familiar, Gor formi- 
dable. "Then inſtead of our preſent priſons, which 
find or make men guilty, which encloſe wret- 
ches for the commiſhon of one crime, and return 


chem, if returned alive, fitted for the perpetra- 


tion of thouſands, we ſhould ſee, as in other 
parts of Europe, places of penitence and ſolitude, 
| whero the accuſed might be avtondel by ſuch as 

L4 could 


* 
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252 give them repentance if a or new 
motives to virtue if innocent. And this, but nat 


the increaling puniſhments, is the way to mend 


a ſtate: not can I avoid even questioning the va- 
lidity of: that right, which ocial combinations 
have aſſumed of c apitally p niſhing offences of 
a light nature In . murder pre right is 
obvious, as it is the duty of us all, from the lar 

of ſelf- defence, ta cut off that man who has 


ſhewn a disregard for the life of another. Againſt * 


fluch, all nature ariſes in arms; but it is not ſo 
againſt him who fieals my property. Natural law 
gives me no right to take away his life, as by 


that the: horke he ſteals is as much his property : 


as mine. If then I have any right, it muſt be 
from a compact made between us, that he, who 

deprives the other of his horle, ſhall die. But 
this is a falle compact; e no man has a 
right to harter his s life „no more than to take it 
away, as it is not his own. And beſide, the com- 

pact is inadequate, and would be et aſide even 
| x a court of modern equity, as there is a great 

penalty for a very trifling convenience, ſince it 
is far better that two men ſhould live, than that 
one man ſhould ride. But a compact that is falſe 
between two men, is equally ſo between an 
hundred, or an hundred thouſand; for as ten 
millions os: circles can never make a ſquare, ſo 
the united voice of myriads cannot lend the Imall- 
_ eſt foundation to fallehood. It is thus that rea- 

ſon Ipeaks, and untutored nature ſays, the ſame 


thing. Savages that are directed by natural law 


alone, are very tender of the lives of each other 
they foldoch ſhed blood but to retaliate e 
* x me 
Our Saxon 8 13 as they were 
in war, had but few executions in times of pea- 
ECTS : | ce; 
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_ ces and i in all —— — that be | 
the print of nature ſtill frong” . l them, 
f ſcarce any ne is-beld capital. Pn EY 


It is amon thecitizens ofa 8 commu- 

nity that penal laws, which are in the hands of 

| the rich , are laid upon the poor. Government, OL 

while it grows. older, ſeems to acquire the mo- 

8 roſeneſs of age; and as if our property were be- 
come dearer in proportion as it. incxealed, as if 
the more enormous our wealth, che more exten- 


ſive our fears, all, our pollelſions, are h 1 


with new edicts. every day, and 3 round wi 
: gibbets to ſcare every invader. 


TI cannot tell whether it is . 4 num- 


ber of our penal laws, or the licentiousneſs of 


our people, that this country ſhould ſhew more 
cdonvincts in a year, than half the dominions of = 
Europe united. Perbaps it is owing to both; 
| For they mutually. produce each other. When 7 
by indiſcriminate penal laws a nation beholds 
the ſame puniſhment affixed to diſfimilar degrees 
of guilt, from perceiving no diſtinction in the 
enalty, the people are led to Joſe all ſenſe of 
inction in the crime, and this diftinction is 
7 — of all morality: thus the multitude 
of laws produce new vices 7 and new vices call 2 


: for freſh reſtraints. 


It were to be wiſhed Fn, os power, in- 
ſeed of contriving new laws to puniſh vice, in- 
ſtead of drawing: hard the cords of ſociety till a 
convulſion come to burſt them, inſtead of cutting 
away wretches as uſeleſs, before we have tried 


| their utility, inſtead of converting correction into 


- vengeance , it were tc be wiſhed that we tried 
| 25 reſtrictive arts of government, and made law 
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the protector, 1 85 che tyrant of the eople. ' | 
We ſhould: then find that creatures, whole ſouls Þ| +» 
are held as droſs, only wanted the hand of a re- 
| finer; we ſhould then find that wretches, now- | 
finck up for long tortures, leſt luxury ſhould ou 
a momentary pang, might, if properly treated, h 
ſerve. to ſinew the ſtate in times of danger; that, 
F . as their faces are like ours, their hearts are lo | + 
_ too; that few minds are ſo baſe as that perſeve- 
5 rance cannot amend; that a man may ſee his! 
laſt crime without dying for it; and that verty . | 
yr” Wr will ſerve to cement our . : 


* : bg e 


| 5 Happln o | and inden are rather the 3 e = 
* dence than of virtue in this life. Temporal eviis |} 
- Dh ties being regarded heaven bs things 
merely i in them f elves trifling and unworthy its 
ceeaore in the ä 8 


VT 'F had 8 confined n more FEY a fortnight, 

L but had not ſince my arrival been viſited by my 

i dear Olivia, and I | gong longed to ſee her. 

© Having communicated my wiſhes to my wife, 

the next morning the poor girl entered my apart- 8 

ment, leaning on her ſiſter's arm. The change = BH 

which I ſaw in her countenance firuck me. 
The nuinberleſs graces that once reſided there 
were now fled, and the hand of death ſeemed to 
have moulded every feature to alarm me. Her 


96i1i‚. 


ſtemples were ſunk, her forehead was _— and = 2 
_ [+ fatal paloneſs ſate upon der chock. . 
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3 <a 1 am glad to ſes thee, my deary® e. | 
"but why this dejection, Lavy 


= „ve, you have too great a regard for me, ta 


* 


„mit disapointment thus to undermine a ife, 7% 


8 which I prize as my own. Be chearful, child, 


and we yet may ſee. happier days“ 


= 485 You bas ber; Sir , 4 replied ſhe, „been 
„kind to me, and it. adds to my pain, that I 
 -mlball never have on © portunity: of Haring that 


»happinels you promiſe. Happinels, 1 fear, is 


„no longer reſerved for me here; and. I long to 
| -,,be rid of a place where I have only found dis- 

_  ",jtreſs> Indeed, Sir, I wiſh you would make a 
| 5 _ . to Mr. Thornhill; it may, in 


ame, meaſure induce him to pity you, and; it 


5 os n give me relief in dying. BT 


„Never, child, replied * 23 will * 


1 to acknowledge my daughter a „ 
„tute; for though the world may look upon your 
offence with ſcorn, let it be mine to regard it 


„as a mark of credullity, not of guilt. My dear, 


„am no way miſerable in this fort however 


— 


you continue to bleſs me by living, he ſhall 


„never have my conſent to make . more wret- 


»ched by marrying another.“ 


After the departure of my daughter, my '” 
9 riſoner, who was by at this interview, len- i 


Kibly enough expoſtulated upon my obſtinacy, in ; 


refuſing a ſubmiſhon, which promiſed to vive 
me freedom. He obſerved, that the reſt of my 
_ Family was not to be ſacrificed to the peace of 
one child alone, and fhe the only one who had 
offended me. „Beſide, “ added he. „I don't know 
* * it 5 be ju. thus to obſiruct the union of man 


: . — and. 


I hope, my 4 


diſmal it may ſeem, and be aſlured that while 


<—- 
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ane 4 which you do: at preſent, by 1 3 
„ſing to conſent to a match which nn SA 
” „hinder, but may render 8 e e | 


| „Sir, lied I. „you are a ed 
„with the * opprelſes us. I am very ſen- 
„ſible that no ſubmilſion I can make could pro- 
| | cure me liberty even for an hour. 1 told 
„that even in this very room a debtor of his no 
„later than Yoſt year, died for want. But _— 
__ my ſabmiſhon abd approbation could tran 
„me from hence to the moſt beautiful poſt rome 
be is polleſſed of, yet I would grant Sr 
»as ſomething whiſpers me, that it would be 
v ving a ſanction to adultery, While my dau 
»fter lives, nd other marriage of his ſhall ever be 
legal in my eye. Were ſhe removed, A864, 
„I ſhould be the baſeſt of men, from any reſent- 
byment of my own, to attempt paſting aſlunder/ 
 »thoſe who wiſh for a union. No ain as he 
vis, I ſhould then wiſh bim married , to prevent 
„the conſequences of his future debaucheries. 
nut now I ould I not be the moſt cruel of all 
fathers to ſign an inſtrument which muſt ſend 
„my child to the grave, merely to avoid a priſon 
myſelf; and thus to eſcape one Es. break 
1 „y child's heart with a thouſand ?« Is 


" "Ho. ectvielced in the ;uflice of this 3 
1 5 but could not avoid obſerving, that he feared my 
5 daughter's life was already too much waſted to 
15 me long a priſoner. „However,“ continued 
he, „though you refuſe to ſubmit to the nophbw, | | 
Vl hope you have no objections to lay your caſe 
 »$zÞefore the uncle, who I the firſt character in 
„the kingdom for every thing that is juſt and 
good. 7 * advice you 1 to ſend dine = 


3 VE r. . Coy % 


make a vifible alteration in my health, and my 
arm, that had ſuffered in the fire, grew worſe. 


* 
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„by the poſt, intimating all his nephew's ill uſa- 
„ge, and my life for it, that in three days you 
{hall have an anſwer.“ I thank'd him for the 5 
hint, and inſtantly ſet about complying; but 1 

wanted paper, and unluckily all our money had 

been laid out that morning in proviſions; how- 
ever be ſupplied me. 1 = 


For the three enſuing days I was in a ſtate 
of anxiety, to know what reception my letter ; 
might meet with; but in the mean time was fre. |. 

quentiy ſolicited by my wife to ſubmit to any | 
conditions rather than remain here, and every 
baour received repeated accounts of the decline 
of m As eee The third day and the 
| gas. Jura but I received no anſwer to my. | 
letter: the complaints of a ſtranger againſt a fa- 


Pourite nephew, were no way likely to ſucceed; + 4 
lo that thele hopes ſoon vaniſhed like all my ; 


former. My mind, however, ſtill ſupported it- 
-- Talk. ſong confinement and bad air began to 


My children, however lat by me, and while T 
was ſtretched on my ſtraw, read to me by turns, ”— 
or liſtened and wept at my inftructions. But my [5 
danghter's health declined faſter than mine; eve- | 
ry meſſage from her contributed to encreale my i 4 
ce and pain. The fifth morning after. 
I had written the letter which was ſeat to Sir 5 
William Thornhill, I was alarmed with an ac- 
count that ſhe was ſpeechleſs. Now it was, that 

conſmement was truly painful to me; my ſoul. 
was burſting from its priſon to be near the pil. _ 17 
low of my child, to comfort, to ſtrengthen her: 
to receive her laſt wiſhes, and teach her ſoul. 
the way to beaven. Another account W 
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She was expiring, and- yet I was Ada the ; 


| ſmall comfort of weeping, by her. My fellow-. 
_ priſoner, ſome time after, came with the laſt 


account — He bade me be patient — She was 
dead! — — The next morning he returned, and 
found: me. with my two little ones, now my only 
companions, who were uſing all their innocent 
1 efforts to comfort me, They entreated to read to 
me, and bade me not to cry, for I was now too 
old to weep. „And is not my ſiſter an el, 
„now, Papa; cried the eldeſt, „and — 
| are you ſorry for her? I with I were an angel : 
out of this frightful place, if my Papa were 
„with me.“ „Les, “ added my youngeſt darling, 


— 


„Heaven, where my liſter is, is a finer place than 


„this, and there are none but good people there, „ 


5 2 the people here are very bad.“ 


Mr. Jenkinſon interrupted their; hariiteſs £ 
| prattle, by obſerving that now my dau yo was 

e reſt of 
my family, and attempt to ſave my own life, 


which was every day declining, for want of ne 
ceſſaries and wholeſome air. He added, that it 


no more, I ſhould leriouſly think of 


was now incumbent on me to ſacrifice any pride 


or reſentiment of my own, to the welfare f 
_ thoſe who depended on me for ſupport; and that 
Tenne now, both by reaſon and juſtice , obliged | 


to try to reconcile my landlord. 


„Heaven be praiſed, « bes I, there „ Jo 


„no Saas left me now. I ſhould deteſt my ow 


: E if I ſaw either pride or reſentment. = = 
15 On the contrary, as my oppreſſor 
8 on 


ce my pariſhioner, I hope one day 


= to _— bim up 1 ware attheeter- 
anal tribunal. No, Sir, I have no. reſentment 
77 nnow, and * he * * — me * 
1 


"i 
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held dearer than all his treafares, though be 


5 „has verung my heart, for I am fick almoſt to 


fainting , very ſick, my fellow priſoner, yet that 
oyſhall never inſpire me with vengeance. I am 

„uow willing to approve his marriage, and if 
„this ſubmiſhon can 0 him anypleafure, let him 


1 „knows, that if I have done him any injury, I 
| am ſorry for it.“ Mr. Jenkinſon took pen and 


ink, and wrote down my ſubmiſſion nearly as I 


have expreſt it, to which I ſigned my name. My 


Jon was employed to carry the letter to Mr. Thorn- 


+ Kill, who was then at his ſeat in the country. 


He went, and in about fix hours returned with 


1 a verbal anſwer. He had ſome difficulty he ſaid, 

1 to get a fight of his landlord, as the ſervants 
pere inſokent and ſuſpicious; but he accidentally 

1 ſaw him as he was going out upon buſineſs, pre- 


5 paring for his marriage, which was to be in three 


days. He continued to inform us, that he ſtept 

| wupjin the humbleſt manner, and delivered the 
letter, which, when Mr. Thornhill had read, he 
laid that all ſubmiſhon was now too late and 
unneceſſary; that he had heard of our application 


to his uncle, which met with the contempt it 
_ deſerved; and as for the reſt, that all future 
applications ſhould. be directed to his attorney, 
not to him. He obſerved, however, thad as he 
bad a very good opinion of the diſcretion of the ' 


Z two young ladies, they might have been the moſt | 


1 + agreable interceſſors. 


©: "Wally. Siowdld I to my fellow priſoner, 


_  »you now diſcover the temper of the man that 
3 , opprelſes me. He can at once be facetious and. 


Hoon be free, in ſpite of all his bolts to reſtrain 
ume. I am now drawing towards an abode that 
To od nds RP oY 


1 


—— we Hs re Ie * 


— — 


ed a more | 
my wife, my daughter, and herſelt, were taking 
a walk together on the great road a little way 
out of the village, a polichaiſs and pair drove 
up to them and inſtantly ſtopt. Upon which a 
well dreſt man, but not Mr. Thornhill, ſtepping 
out, claſped my daughter round the web | 
_ forcing her in, bid the poſtilion drive on, ſo that 
| they were out of light in a moment. 


* 


_ 


i 
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— 


„looks brigliter as 1 approach it: this —_— 
I 


not be utterly forſaken ; ſome friend, per- 


Juſt as I ſpoke, my wife, whom T had not 


„How, Madam, “ cried my fellow - priſoner, 
„Mils Sophia carried off by villains? Sure, it cane 


„not be.“ 


* 


VANow 


— 


_ 


„cheers my. afflictions, and though I leave an 
e ung vga of orphans behind me, yet they 
5 * 
„haps, will be found to aſſiſt them for the lake 
„of their poor father, and ſome may charitably 
_ _ ,wrelieve them for the ſake of their heavenly 


ſeen that day before, appeared with looks of ter- 
| ror, and making efforts, but unable to ſpeak. 
Why, my love, cried I, why will you thus 
„encreaſe my afflictions by your own? What 
„though no ſubmiſhons can turn our ſevere ma- 
„ter, though he has doomed me to die in this 
„place of wretchedneſs, and though we have 
„Aoſt a darling child, yet ſtill you will find com- 
„ort in your other children when I ſhall be no 
„more.“ „We have indeed loſt,“ returned ſhe, 
„a darling child. My Sophia, my deareſt, is 
„gone, ſnatched from us, carried off by ruffians ld 


+ Do 


She could only anſwer with a fixed look and. 
a a flood of tears. But one of the priſoner's wives, 
who was preſent, and came in with her, gave us 

dkinet account: ſhe informed us that as 


e 
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„Nov c cried I, „the ſum of my miſeries is 


5 „made up, nor is it in the power of any thing 


„on earth to give me another pang. What! not 


vone left! not to leave me one! the monſter! the 


v5child that was next my heart! ſhe had the _ 


„of an angel, and almoſt the wildom of an angel. 


„But ſupport that woman; nor let her fall. Not 


| »to leave me one!“ — «Alas my huſband,« ſaid 


_ ,,imy wife, you ſeem to want comfort even more 


„than I. Our difireſſes are great; but I could 
„bear this and more, if T ſaw you but ealy. They 


„may take away my children, and all the world, 
vif they leave me but you. e 


t My fon, who was preſent, endeavoured to x 


mrs our grief; he bade us take comfort, 
b 


5 for hE 


ped that we might ſtill have reaſon to 


be thankful. — — „My child, ctied I, „look 


„round the world, and fee if there be any hap- 
„ pineſs left me now. Is not every ray of com- 
„fort ſhut out; while all our bright proſpects 
„only lie beyond the grave!“ — — „My dear 
„father, returned he, „Lhope there is ſtill ſome- 


„thing that will give you an interval of fatisface 


„tion; for J have a letter from my brother Geor- 
„ge.“ — „What of him! child interrupted 1, 
|: 5 he know our milery ? I hope my boy is 


, »exempt from any part of what his wretched fa- | 


v„mily ſuffers * — — „Les, Sir,“ returned he, 


„he is perfectly gay, chearful, and happy. His 
„letter brings nothing but good news: he is the 
„favourite of his colonel, who promiſes to pro- 


—4 


vnmes vacant! _ 


- »cure him the very next lieutenaney that beco- 


„And are you fare of all this, cried my 
wife; „are you fure that nothing ill has befallen 


4 

: 
= 
| 
| 
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- „my boy ? © — — „Nothin indeed. Madam, © 


returned my ſon; „you ſhall fee the letter, which 


„wil give. you the higheſt pleaſure; and if any , 


- thing can procure you comfort, I am ſure that 

„will.“ But are you ſure,“ fill repeated ſhe, 
„that the letter is from himſelf, and that he is 
| „really fo happy?“ — — „Ves, Madam „4 re- 


ied he, „it 1s certainly his, aud he will one 


, „day be the credit and the ſupp ge" pick. family, : 
”— _— Then I thank providence, (0 cried | ſhe, 


„that my laſt letter to him has miſcarried.“ „Ves, 


„my dear, © continued ſhe, turning to me, ,L 
„will now coufels , that tho? the hand of heaven 
„is fore upon us in other inſtances, it has been 


favourable here. By the laſt letter I wrote my 


„ſon, which was in the bitterneſs of anger, I 7 


,defired him, upon his mother's bleſfngy and. if : 


„he had the heart of a man, to ſee jultice done 
js father and ſiſter, and avenge our cauſe. But 


Ih ks be to him that directs all things, it bas 1 


„miscarried, and Lam at reſt.“ „Woman, “ cried 
„I, chou haſt done very ill, and at another time 


„my reproaches might have been more ler fer 1 
ca | 


„Oh! what a tremendous gulph haſt thou e 


ped, that would have buried both thee and him 
„in endleſs ruin. Providence, indeed, has here 


„been kinder to us than we to ourſelves. It has 
_ reſerved that ſon to be the father and protector 
'  ,,of my children when I ſhall be away. How 
- unjuſtly did I complain of being ſtript of every 


„comfort, when fall 1 hear that e 1s happy and : 1 
„inlenſible of our afflictions ; full kept in reſerve 


_ to ſupport his widowyed mother, and to protect 
„his brothers and ſiſters. But what liſters b 
„left? he has no ſiſters now, they are all gone, 
robbed from me, and I am undone. — — 


as he 


py 


| mix 


or WAKEFIELD. 179 


J give me leave to read his letter, T know it will 


- »Pleaſe you.“ Upon which, with my permiſhon, 
he read as follows: e 


— 


Ho S OU AED STR, 


I have called off my imagination a few moments 
from the pleaſures that ſurround me, to fix it 
upon objects that are ſtill more —— the dear 
little fire - Gde at home. My fancy draw 
harmleſs groupe as liſtening to every line of this 


with great compolure. I view thoſe faces with 


delight, which never felt the deforming hand of 
ambition or diſtreſs! But whatever your happi- _ 
nels may be at home, I am ſure it will be ſome _ 
addition to it, to hear that I am perfectly plea- 
led with my ſituation, and every way happy here. 


Our regiment is countermanded, and is not 
to leave the kingdom; the colonel, who profelies 
himſelf my friend, takes me with him to all com- 
panies where he is acquainted, and after my firſt 
_ viſit, I generally find myſelf received with encrea- 


Ted reſpect upon repeating it. I danced laſt night : 


with lady G — —, and could I forget you know 


whom, I might be perhaps ſaccefsful. But it is 


my fate ſtill to remember others, while I am my- 


raws that 


o 
= 


ſelf forgotten by moſt of my abſent friends, and 7 
in this number, I fear, Sir, that I muſt conſider © 
you; for I have Jong expected the pleaſure of a> 
letter from home to no purpoſe. Olivia and So- 

_  Phaa too, promiſed*to write, but ſeem to have 
Forgotten me. Tell them they are two arrant * 
little bay gages, and that T am this moment in a 
moſt WY paſſion with them: yet ftill, I know _ 
not how, though I want to bluſter a little, my 
heart is reſpondent only to fofter emotions, Then 

% LE oy” T 5 tell — 


% . 
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tell them, Sir, that after all, I love them affec- 
tionately, and be aſſured of my ever remaining 


Four dutiful fon. 


Sa all our miſeries,* cried I, „hat thanks 


„have we not to return, that one at leaſt of our 


„family is exempted from what we ſuffer. Hea- 


yven be his guard, and keep my boy thus happy 
y„to be the ſupporter of his widowed mother, and 
„the father of theſe two babes, which is all the 


„patrimony I can now bequeath him. May he 
„keep their innocence from the temptations of 
„want, and be their conductor in the paths of 
„honour! T had ſcarce ſaid theſe worlds when 


a noiſe, like that of a tumult, ſeemed to | | 


ceed from the priſon below; it died away ſoon 
after, and a clanking of fetters was heard along 


obo pallage that led to my apartment. The kee- 


er of the priſon entered, holding a man all 


| Be , wounded and fettered with the heavieſt 
| irons. I looked with compaſſion on the wretch 


approached me, but with horror, when I 
found —_— my own ſon. — ,,My George! Mx 
„George! and do I behold thee thus; Wounded! 


__ ,,Fettered! Is this thy happineſs! Is this the man- : 
„ner you return to me! O that this ſight could 
| »break my heart at once and let me die!“ 


„Where, Sir, is your fortitude ? returned 


; my ſon with an intrepid voice. „I muſt ſuffer, 
ny life is forfeited, and let them take — of 
Ĩ tried to reſtrain my paſſions for a few mi- 
nuts in ſilence, but I thought I ſhould have died 
with the effort. — — „O my boy, my heart 


„weeps to behold thee thus, and I cannot, can- 


not help it. In the moment that I thought thee 


e 
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„bleſt, and prayed for thy ſafety, to behold thee 


„thus again! 


Chained, wounded! And yet the 
„death of the youthful i is happy. But I am old, 
„a very old man, and have Ned to ſee this dey⸗ 


„o lee my children all untimely falling about 
„me, while I continue a wretched ſurvivor in the 
y„midſt of ruin! May all the curſes that ever ſunk 


„a ſoul fall heavy upon the murderer of my chil- 1 
un May he live, like me, to ſee - e 8Y 5 


„Hold, Sir, replied my fan, „or I mall | 
»bluſh for thee. How, Sir, forgetful of your 


© mp your holy calling, thus to arrogate the - 

_ »juſtice of heaven, and fling thoſe curſes upward 1 
„that muſt foon deſcend to cruſh thy own grey. 
„head with deſtruction! No, Sir, let it be your 

„care now to fit, me for that vile death I muſt 


„ſhortly ſuffer, to arm me with hope and reſolu- 


tion, to give me courage to drink of that bit- 
8 »ternels which mult ſhortly be my portion. ; 


„My child, you mult not die: I am ſure „ 


vioffence of thine can deſerve ſo vile a puniſh-_ 
ment. My George could never be guilty of 
Hany crime to make his ane albamod of © 
5 „him.“ | 


„Mine. Sir * returned: my ſon, „is, 3 fear, 
„an unpardonable one, When I received my 


„mother's letter from home, I immediately came 
„down, determined to puniſh the betrayer of 
Hour honour, and fent him an order to meet me, | 


„which he anſwered, not in perſou, but by his 


v» diſpatching four of his domeſtics to ſeize me. 
We 3 

vy fear deſperately; but the reſt made me their 
r The coward is determined to put the 
vlaw in execution * me; the proofs are un- 


one who firſt aſſaulted me, and I 


| M 3 1 | - deni- | 
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,deniable; I have fent a challenge, and 7 as T am 
„the firſt trauſgreſſor upon the ſtatute, I ſee no 
„hopes of pardon. But you have often charmed 
„me with your leſions of fortitude, let me now, 
4 „Sir, find them in your example.“ 
: ao my ſon, you ſhall find them. I am > 
„now raiſed above this world, and all the plead 
lures it can produce. From this moment I break 
'& „rom my heart all the ties that held it down to 
2.7 - „earth, and will prepare to fit us both for eter- 
| -: ._*,- yhity. Les, my ſon, 1 will point out the way, 
„and miy foul ſhall guide yours in the aſcent, for 
we will take our flight together. I now lee 
Hand am convinced you can expect no pardon 
„here, and I can only exhort you to ſeek it at 
that greateſt tribunal where we both ſhall ſhort- 
„Iy aniwer. But let us not be niggardly in our 
„exhortation, but let all our fellow priſoners | 
„have a ſBare.— Good gaoler, let them be permit- 
„tech to ſtand here, while Y attempt to improve 
„them.“ Thus ſaying, I made an effort to riſe 
5 from my ſtraw, but wanted ltrength, and was 
able only to recline againſt the wall. The pri- 
| | ſoners allembled according to my directions, for 


= . 2 We 
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4 they loved to bear my counſel; my fon and his 
a; mother ſupported me on either fide; L looked, and 
| : law that none were wanting, and then addreſ- 


; ted them with the e exbortation. f 


% 
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The m_ dealings of providence demonſtrated with 
| regard to the happy and the miſerable here below. 
3 That from the nature of pleaſure and pain, the 
1 uretched muſt be repaid the balance of their 


ak TY ſufferings in the life hereafter. 


nl | geg. ey cite, and fllw age, 
„ | when I reflect on the diſtribution of good and 


Or | evil here below, I find that much has been gi- 

© ven man to enjoy, yet ſtill more to ſuffer. 
I Though we fhould examine the whole world, 
* ve ſhall not find one man fo happy as to have 
. nothing left to wiſh for; but we daily fee thou- 5 
„ ſands who by ſuicide ſhew us they have nothing \ 
_ left to hope. In this life then it appears that we 
i cannot be entirely bleſt; but yet we may be com- 
1 J ß 
"Rr H„Why man ſhould thus feel pain, why our 
* wretichedneſs ſhould be requiſite in the formation 


i of univerſal felicity, why, when all other ſy- 
5 ſtems are made perfect by the perfection of their 
1 ſubordinate parts, the great ſyſtem ſhould requi- 
. xꝛo for its perfection, parts that are not only ſub- 
__ ordinate to others, but imperfect in themſelves: 
Theſe are queſtions that never can be explained, 
and might be uſeleſs if known. On this ſubject 
0 2 has thought fit to glude our cuxioſity, 


| Latisfied with granting us motives to conſola- 


Vn this ſituation, man has called in tho 
friendly aſſiſtance of philoſophy, and heaven ſeeing 


_ . the incapacity of that to conlole him, has * . 
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hm the aid of religion, The conſolations of phi- 


| loſophy are very ar-uſing, but often fallacious. 
It tells us that life is filled with comforts, if we 
will but enjoy them; and on the other hand, 


that though yi + ufHavoidably have miſeries bere, 


life is hort, and they will ſoon be over, Thus 


do theſe conſolations deſtroy each other; for if 


life is a place of camfort, its ſhortneſs muſt be 


miſery, and if it be long, our griefs are protrac- 
ted. Thus philofophy is weak; but religion 


comforts in an higher ſtrain, Man is here, it tells 

us, fitting up his mind, and preparing it for ano- 

ther 4 When the good man leaves the body, 
and is all a glorious mind, be will find he has 


been making himſelf a heaven of happineſs here, 


while the wretch that has been maimed and con- 

taminated by his vices, ſhrinks from his body with 

terror, and finds that he has anticipated the ven- 
geance of heaven. To religion then we muſt hold 


in every circumſtance of life for our trueſt com- 


fort; for if already we are happy, it is a plea» 
8 fure to think that we can make that ha pineſs 5 
unending; and if we are miſerable, it is very 
conſoling to think that there is a place of reſt. 
Thus to the fortunate, religion holds out a con- 
tinuance of bliſs; to the wretched a change from 
x „But though religion is very kind to allmen, 
it has promiſed peculiar rewards to the unhappy ; 
the fick, the naked, the houſeleſs, the heavy- 


laden, and the priloner, have ever moſt frequent 


promiſes in our ſacred law. The author of our 
religion everywhere profeſles himſelf the wretch's - 
friend, and unlike the falſe ones of this world, 
| beſtows all his careſſes upon the forlorn. The 
| unthinking have cen{ured this as a partiality, as a 
preference without merit to deſerye it. But they 


; never 


A 
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never reflect that it is not in the power even of 
heaven itſelf to make the offer of unceaſing felicity 
as great a- gift to the happy as to the miſerable. 
Io the firſt, eternity is but a ſingle bleſhng, ſince, 
at moſt, it but encreaſes what they already poſſeſs. 
| To the latter it is a double advantage; for it di- 
miniſhes their pain here, and rewards them with 
heavenly bliſs — , 
vut providence is in another reſpect kinder 
to the poor than the rich; for as it thus makes 
the life after death more deſirable, ſo it ſmooths 
the paſlage there, The wretched have had along ; 
_ familiarity with every face of terror. The man 
of ſorrows lays himlelf quietly down, without 
polleſſions to regret, and but few ties do ſtop 
bis departure: he feels only nature's pang in the 
final ſeparation, and this is no way greater than. 
he has often fainted under before; for after a 
certain degree of pain, every new breach that 
death opens in the coaſtitution, nature kindly 
covers with inſenſibility. “ e 
„Thus providence has given the wretched 
two advantages over the happy in this life, grea- 
ter felicity in dying, and in heaven all that ſu- 
periarity of pleaſure which ariſes from contraſted 
enjoyment. And this ſuperiority, my friends, is 
no [mall advantage, and ſeems to be one of the. 
plüwKVẽbeaſures of the yu man in the parable: for 
 _ though he was already in heaven, and felt all 
the raptures it. could give, yet it was mention'd 
as an addition to his happinels, that he had once 
| been wretched, and now was comforted; that he. 
had known what it was te be milerable, and 
now felt what it was to, be happy. * © 


NM 5 3 l 


| 136 N | ö nz VICAR DRE 


Y the temporal happineſs of 
exceeded by intenſeneſs.“ 


/ 


„Thus, my friends, you ſee religion does 


what philoſophy could never * it ſhews the 
equal dealings of heaven to the 
unhappy, and levels all human enjoyments to 
nearly the ſame ſtandard. It gives to both rich 
and poor the ſame happineſs hereafter, and equal 
hopes to aſpire after it; but if the rieh have the 
8 advantage of enjoying pleaſure here, tbe poor 
have tbe endlels ſatisfaction of knowing what it 
| was once to be miſerable, when crowned with 
endlels felicity bereafter; and even though this 
| ſhould be called a ſmall advantage, yet being an 
eternal one, it muſt make y by duration what 
he 


happy and the 


Lomas th have 


„Fuheſe are therefore the conſolations which 
the wretched have peculiar to themſelves, and 
Im which they are above the reſt of mankind; in 


other reſpects they are below them, They who 


would know the miſeries of the poor, muſt ſees 
life and endure it. To declaim on the temporal 
advantages they enjoy, is only repeating what 
none either believe or practiſe. The men who 
have the neceſſaries of living are not poor, and 
they who want them muſt be miſerable. Yes, 
my friends, we muſt be miſerable. No vain 


efforts of a refined imagination can ſooth the 


wants of nature, can give elaſtic [weetnels to the 
dark vapour of a dungeon, or eale the throb- 
bings of a broken heart. Let the philoſopher 
from his couch of foftneſs tell us th 
reſiſt all theſe. Alas! the effort by which we 
reſiſt them is ſtill the greateſt pain! Death is 
_  Nipht, and any man may ſuſtain it; but torments 
are dreadful, and theſe no man can endure. 


at we can 


= 3 5 
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„To us then, my friends, the promiſes of 
happineſs in heaven ſhould be peculiarly dear; 
for if our reward be in this life alone, we are 
 _ then indeed of all men the moſt miſerable. When 
I look round theſe gloomy walls, made to terrify, 
as well as to confine us; this light that only ſer- 
ves to ſhew the horrors of the place, thoſe ſhack- 
les that tyranny has impoſed, or crime made ne- 
ceſlſſary; when I ſurvey theſe emaciated looks, 
and hear thoſe groans, O my friends, what a 
glorious exchange would heaven be for theſe? 
To fly through regions unconfined as air, to baſk; 
in the ſunſhine of eternal bliſs, to carrol over: 
endleſs hymns of praile, to have no maſter to 
threaten or inſult us, but the form of goodneſs. 
himſelf for ever in our eyes! When I think of 
"theſe things, death becomes the meſſenger of 
very glad tidings; when I think of thoſe. things, 
his ſharpeſt arrow becomes the ſtaff of my ſup- 
port; when I think of theſe things, what is there 
in life worth having? When 1 think of theſe 
things, what is there that ſhould not be ſpurned 
away? Kings in their palaces ſhould groan for 
fuch advantages; but we, humbled as we are, 
mould yearn for them.? „„ 


1 + And ſhall theſe things be ours? Ours they 
will certainly be if we but try for them; and- 
what is a comfort, we are ſhut out from many 
_ temptations that would retard our purſuit. Only 
let us try for them, and they will certainly bo 
ours, and what is ſtill a comfort, ſhortly tao; 
for if we look back on paſt life, it appears but 
a very ſhort ſpan, and whatever we may think. 
of the reſt of life, it will yet be found of leſs 
duration. As we grow older, the days ſeem to- 
grow ſhorter, and our intimacy with time, ever 
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| leſſens the perception of his ſtay. Then let us 
take comfort now, for we ſhall ſoon be at our 


journey 5s end; we ſhall ſoon lay down the heavy 


burthen laid by heaven upon us; and though 
death, the only friend of the wretch'd for a little 
while mocks the weary traveller with the view, 


a ad like his horizon, ſtill flies before him: yet 


the time will certainly and ſhortly come, when 

we hall ceale from our toil; when the Juxuri- 
ous great ones of the world ſhall no more tread 
us to the earth; when we lhall think with plea- 
fare on our ſufferings below; when we ſhall be 

ſurrounded with all our friends, or ſuch as de- 


ferved our friendſhip; when our bliſs hall be 


unutterable, and ſtill, to crown all, unending.“ 


_ Happier proſpects begin to appear, Let us 1 | 


| flexible . and fortune will at laſt chang 3 | N 


Warn I had thus finiſned, and my audience 


Was retired, the gaoler, who was one of the 


moſt humane of his profeſhon, hoped I would 


not be diſpleaſed, as what he did was but his 
duty, obſerving that he muſt. be obliged to re- 
move my fon into a ſtronger cell, but that he 
| ſhould be permitted to reviſit me every morning. 


L thanked him for his clemency, and graſping 
my boy's hand, bade him farewell, and be mind- 


5 ful of the great duty that was before him. 


3 . I again, 


os WAKEFIELD. 189 


1 my 


dur old. friend Mr. Burchell. 


Juſt as he delivered this news, my 3 
| girl entered, and with looks almoſt wild wit a 
: pleaſure , ran to kiſs me in a tranſport of affe. 
tion. Her mother's tears and Glence alſo ſhewad 
her pleaſure. — — 5 Here, Papa,“ cried tl ie 
charming girl, „here is the brave man to whom 
„Joe my delivery, to this gentleman's intre i- 
„dity I am indebted for my happineſs and 1 


„ty.“ — — A kiſs from Mr. Burchell, wil 


pleaſure ſeemed even greater than hers, uiter- 


. rupted what ſhe was going to add. 


„Ah, Mr. Burchell 4 cried I, „this i is but 4 
„wretched habitation you now find us in; and we 


„are now very different from what you laſt ſaw us. 


„Lou were ever our friend: we have long dilco- 
vvered our errors with regard to you, and repen- | 
„ted of our ingratitude. After the vile ulage you 
__ ,tben received at my hands, I am almoſt aſhamed 
„to behold your face; yet I hope you will forgive 
me, as I was deceived by a baſe, u 3 | 


„wretch, who, under the maſk of  frien 


has 
| vundone me.“ * 


oo Ke 


I again, therefore, laid me down, and one 
Title ones late by my bedſide reading, 
when Mr. Jenkinſon entering, informed me tht 
there was news of my daughter; for that ſhe 
was ſeen by a perſon about two hours before in 
a a ſtrange gentleman's company, and that they 
| had ſtopt at a neighbouring village for refrel 1- 
ment, and ſeemed as if returning to town. Fle 
had ſcarce delivered this news , when the gaol er 5 
came with looks of haſte and pleaſure, to in- 
form me, that my daughter was found. Moſes 
came running in a moment after, crying out that 
is ſiſter Sophy was below, and coming * with 
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1 1 18 impoſſible, replied Mr. Buchel. „that 
„ ſhould forgive you, as you never deſerved my 
reſentment. I partly faw your deluſion then, and 
„as it was out of ny power to reftrain , I could * 


ponly pity kt 156- 


LES i was ever my conjecture * cried 1 F . 
vp your mind was noble; but now I find it Io. But 
„tell me, my dear child, how haſt thou been re- 
Hlieveds, or who the ruffians were who carried thes 
away ge = „ 


„Indeed, Sir « replied "op „as to the Maa - | 


„ho carried me off, I am yet ignorant. For as 
„my Mema and I were walking out, he came 
„behind us, and almoſt before I could call for help, 
„forced me into the poſt - chaĩiſe, and in an inſtant 
„the horſes drove away. I mgt ſeveral on the road, 


1 to v hom I cried out for alhſtance; but they * 


arded my entreatics. In the mean time the ruf- 
| hy 4 himſelf uſed every art to binder n from crys 
„ing out: he flattered and threatened by turns, 
„and ſwore that if I continued but — he in- 
„tended no harm. In the mean time II roken 
„the canvas that he had drawn up, wo whom 
„ſhould I perceive at ſome diſtance, but your old 
5,friend Mr Burchell, w alking along with bis uſual 
F ſwiftneſs, with the great ſtick for which we uſed 
„ſo much tg ridicule him. As ſoon as we came 
„within hearing, I called out to him by name, 
„and entreated bis help. I repeated my exclama- 


„tions ſeveral times, upon which, with a very 


„loud voice, he bid the poſtillion Kop; but the 
„boy took no notice, but drove on with ſtill grea- 
vter ſpeed. I now thought he could never over- 
„take us, when in leſs than a minute I faw-Mr. 

„Burchell come running up by the lide of the hor- 
4 wſes, and with one blow Knock i the poſtillion to 
| 88 8 
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„the ground. The horſes, when he was fallen, ſoon 
 }ftopt of themfelves, and the ruffian ſtepping/out, 
with oaths and menaces drew his ſword, and or- 
„dered him at his peril to retire; but Mr. Burchell 
„running up, ſhivered his [word to pieces, and 
„then purſued him for near a quarter of a mile; 
„but he made his eſcape. I was at this time come 
„out myſelf, willing to aſſiſt my deliverer; but 
„he ſoon returned to me in triumph. The poſtii. 
„lion, who was recovered, was going to make = 
„his eſcape too; but Mr. Burchefl ordered him at 
„his peril to moun: again, and drive back to town. ot 
„Finding it impoſſible to reſiſt, he reluctantly com- 44 
»plied „though the wound he had received ſe -B 
„med, to me atleaſt, to be dangerous. He con- 7 
„tinued to complain of the pain as we drove along, 
ʒſo that he at laſt excited Mr. BurchelPFs compaſſion, 
„who, at my requeſt, exchanged him for an other 
„at an inn where we called on our return.“ 


5 „Welcome, then,“ cried I, my child, and 
zr thou her gallant deliverer, a thouſand welcomes. 
„Tho' our chear is but wretched, yet our hearts 
„are ready to receive you. And now, Mr. Bur- 
„chell, as you have delivered my girl, if you think |: 
„her a recompence, ſhe is yours, if you càn ſlpoþ p 
to an alliance with a family ſo poor as mine, take 
„her, obtain her conſent, as I know you have her 
 »beart, and you have mine. And let me tell you, © 
„Sir, that I give you no ſmall treaſure; ſhe has 
been celebrated for beauty it is true, but that is 
„not my meaning, I give you up a treaſure in 
ANT, EE WT, 
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FR — 


V But I ſuppoſe, Sir cried Mr. Burchell, |}! 
„that you are apprized of my circumſtances, and = 
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„If your preſent objection,* replied I, be 
„meant as an evaſion of my offer, I deſiſt, but I 
y»know no man fo worthy to deſerve her as you; 

„and if I could give her thouſands, and thouſands — 
„ſought her from me, yet my honeſt brave Burchell 
„ſhould be my deareſt choice.“ e = : 
 _ To all this his ſilence alone ſeemed to give a 
mortifying refuſal, and without the leaſt reply to 
my offer, he demanded if we could not be furni- 
ſhed with refreſhments from the next inn; to which 
being anſwered in the affirmative, he ordered them 
to lend in the beſt dinner that could be provided 
upon ſuch ſhort notice. He beſpoke alſo a dozen 
of their beſt wine, and ſome cordials for me; ad- 
ding, with a ſmile, that he would firetch a little 
for once, and though in a priſon, aſſerted he was 
never better diſpoſed to be merry. The waiter ſoon 
made his appearance with preparations for dinner; 
a table was lent us by the gaoler, who ſeemed re- 
matkably aſhduous , the wine was difpoſed in or- 
der, and two very well - dreſſed dilhes were 
J Co LT 
My daughter had not yet heard of her poor | 
brother's melancholy ſituation, and we all ſeemed ' 
unwilling to damp her chearfulneſs by the rela- 
tion. But it was in vain that I attempted to ap- 
pear chearful, the circumſtances of my unfortu- i 
++ nate ſon broke through all efforts to dillemble; ſo 1 
that I was at laſt obliged to damp our mirth by re- i. 
lating his misfortunes, and wifhing that he might — 
be permitted to ſhare with us in this little inter- p 
val of ſatisfaction. After my gueſts were recove- | 
red from the conſternation my account had pro- 1 
duced, I requelted allo that Mr. Jenkinſon, a 
fellow priſoner; might be admitted, and the gao- = 
ler granted my requeſt with an air of * 


— —.m ̃ — 


* DAE Eons .. ah 
4 2 2 f 


or WAKERFIELD. 193 


ſubmiſſion. The clanking of my ſon's irons was 


no ſooner heard along the pallage, than his lifter 


ran impatiently to meet him; white Mr. Burchell, 


in the mean time, aſked me if my ſon's name 


was George? to which replying in the atfirma- 


tive, he ſtill continued ſilent. As ſoon as my boy 


came into the room, IT could perceive he regarded 
Mr. Burchell with a look of aſtoniſhment and re- 


verence. „Come on,“ cried I, „my ſon; though | 
„we are fallen very low, yet Providence has been 


„pleaſed to grant us ſome ſmall relaxation from 
u f Thy lifter is reſtored to us, and there is 
5vnher deliverer: To that brave man it is that I 


Hoam indebted for yet having a daughter; give 


* ———— — — 


„him, my boy, the hand of friendlhip, he de- 
»(crves our warmeſt gratitude. .. 


My ſon ſeemed all this while regardleſs of 


_ what I ſaid, and fill continued fixed at a reſpects 
ful diſtance. — — „My dear brother,“ cried his 
ſiſter, „Why don't you thank my good deliverer ? 
»the brave ſhould ever love each other.“ . 


Ile ſtill continued his ſilence and aſtoniſament; N 


till our gueſt at laſt perceived himſelf to be known, 
and aſſuming all his native digaity, deſfited my 
lon to come forward, Never before had I feen 

any thing ſo truly majeſtic as the air he aſſumed 


upon this occaſion, The greateſt object in the 


| univerſe, ſays a certain philoſopher, is a good 
man ſtruggling with adverſity; yet there is ſtill 
* youu » Which is the good man that comes to 
_ relieve it. After he had regarded my ſon for ſome 
time with a ſuperior air, ,,[ again find,“ ſaid he, 
vunthinking boy, that the ſame crime.* — — 


But here he was interrupted by one of the gao- 


er's ſeryants, who came to inform us that a per- 
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fon of diſtinction 7 who bad driven into town 
with a chariot and ſeveral attendants, leut his 
_ reſpects to the gentleman that was with us, and 
| begged to know when he ſhould think proper 1 
1 waited upon. — — „Bid the fellow Wait, 
dien -onr- guet, „till T ſhall have leiſure to re- 
| „ceive him; and then turning to my fon, „I 
„again find, Sir,“ proceeded he, „that you are 
„ guilty of the ſame offence for which you once 
»had my reproof, and for which the law is now 
„preparing its juſteſt puniſhments. You i imagine, 
A „perhaps, that a contempt for your own life, 
1 y„gives you a right to take that of another Þvt_ 
V5„where, Sir, is the difference between a duelliſt 
| »Who hazards a life of no value, and the murde- 
„rer who acts with greater ſecurity? Is it any 
„diminution of the gameſter's fraud, when he 
| valledges that he has ſtaked a counter? 4 


o 


1 Alas, Sir,“ 8900 1. - whoever you are, 
„pity the poor misguided creature; for what he 
„has done was in obedience to a dee mother, 
„who in the bitterneſs of her reſentment, requi- 

„red him upon her blelling' to avenge "Wl quar- 
„rel. Here, Sir , is the letter, Which will lerve 

vu„to convince you of her ee end dimi- 
2 his guilt.“ „ | 


He took ms letter.” and haſtily read bs over. 
„This, „% ſaid he, „though not a perfect excuſe, 
„is ſuch a palliation of his fault, as induces me 
„to forgive him. And now, She 6 continued he, 

„»kindly taking my fon by the hand, „I ſee you 
Hare ſurpriſed at finding me here; but I have 

Ky „often viſited priſons upon occaſions leſs intereſt- 
pving. I am now come to lee juſtice done a 
„worthy man, ſor whom T have the moſt ſincere 
non 1 have n been a dilguiled Jpertoter \ 
SE” 
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' 60 your father's 1 Ds + Love at his P 
„little dwelling enjoy cd reipect ancontaininaeted | 
„by flattery, and have receiv cd that happineſs 


„that courts could not give, from the amuling 


„ ſumplicity round his firehde. My nephew has 


„been appriſed of my intentions of coming here, 
„and I find is arrived. It w ould be wronging 


„him and you to condemn him without examina-— 


„tion: if there be i injury, there ſhall be redreſs; . 
„and this I may ſay without boalling, that none 


„have ever taxed the Ki of Sir W liam 


| nn ee 


We now found the perſonage PO we bd 


0 long entertained as an harmleſs amuſing com- 
5 3 was no other than the celebrated Sir Wil- 
1 


am Thornhill, to whoſe virtacs and ſingulari- 


ties ſcarce any were ſtrangers. The poor Mr. 
Burchell was in reality a man of large fortune 
and great intereſt, to whom ſenates liſtened with 


applaule, and w hom party heard with conviction; 


who was the friend of his country, but loyal to 
his king. My poor wife recollecting her former 


familiarity, feemed to ſhrink with apprehenſion; | 


but Sophia, who a few moments before thought 
him her own, now perceiving the immenſe di- 


ſtance to which he was removed by e, was 


unable to conceal her tears. 


. Sir, ated 1 my wife, with a piteous 1 


Haſpect, how is it poſſible that L can ever have 
n your forgivenels; the lliglits you received from 
„me the laſt time T had the bonour of ſeeing you 
„at our houfe, and the jokes wich 1 audaciouſly | 
threw out, theſe jokes Sir, 1 fear can never be 5 

| »forgiyen. 6. | | e 
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„My dear good lady,“ returned he. with = 
v5lmile, if you had your joke, I had my anſwer: 
„I'll leave it to all the company if mine were 
„not as good as yours. To ſay the truth, I know | 
„mo body whom I am diſpoſed to be angry with 
vat preſent but the fellow who ſo frighted my 

1 girl here. IT had not even time to examine 


advertiſement. Can you tell me, Sophia, my 
v dear, whether you ſhould know him again ?« 


V„Indeed, Sir,“ replied ſhe, „I can't be poſi- 
„tive; yet now I recollect he had a large mark 
4 Over: one of his eye - brows.“ „I aſk pardon, 

. Madam,“ interrupted Jenkinſon, who was by, 
„but be ſo good as to inform me if the fellow 


„the raſcal's perſon, ſo as to deſcribe him in an 


„wore his own red hair?“ — „Ves, I think ſo, “ 
H„eried Sophia. — — „And did your honour, 


_ continued he, turning to Sir William, „obſerve 

= „the length of his ech 24 — „IT can't be ſure of 

7 „their length, cried the Baronet, „but I am 

i „convinced of their ſwiftnels ; for he out- ran 

Tt vyme, which is what I thought few men in the 
ö 114 „Kingdom could have done.“ —— „Pleaſe your. 

v konour, “ cried Jenkinſon, I know the man: 

+ vit is certainly the ſame; the beſt runner in Eng- 


 _,zmothy Baxter is his name, I know him per- 
„fectly, and the very place of his retreat this 

„moment. If your honour will bid Mr. gaoler 

| Hulet two of his men go with me, I'll engage to 

. £280 40 

pP produce him to you in an hour at fartheſt. 

. Upon this the gaoler was called, who inſtantlyx 

„ Sir William demanded if he knew 


f „land; he has beaten Pinwire of Newcaſtle, Ti- 
' 
| 


him. „Les, pleaſe your honour replied the gao- 
ler, „I know Sir William Thornhill well, and 
 nCvery body that knows any thing of him „Will 


aphpearin 
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NY lows eat very heartily, as they had got t 
5 ning but a very ſcanty breakfaſt. : e 
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| Aehre to know more of him, „ „Well 


vthen, “ ſaid the Baronet, my requeſt is: that 


you ,, will permit this man and two of your ſer- 


5 „Vants to go upon a — by my authority, 


„and as Jam in the commiſhon of the peace, I 
„undertake to ſecure you.“ — ,,Your promiſe is 


pv lufficient, ““ replied the other, „and you may at 


„a minute's warning ſend them over England 


whenever your honour thinks fit.“ 


In purſuance of the gaoler's compliance, | 


Jenkinſon was diſpatched in ſearch of Timothy 
| Baxter, while we were amuſed with the aſſidui- 
ty of our younggeſt boy Bill, who had juſt come 


in and climbed up to Sir William's neck in order 


to kiſs him, His mother was immediately going 

to chaſtiſe his familiarity, but the worthy man 
prevented her; and taking the child, all ragged 

nas he was, upon his knee, ,, What, Bill, you 
vchabby rogue,“ cried he, „do you remember 
„your old friend Burchell? and Dick too, my 
v„honeſt veteran, are you here? you ſhall find T 
 »havenot forgot you.“ So ſaying, he gave each 


a large piece of a ae” , Which a tons fel- 
t mor- 


"= x wow fs hs -ie es ne as 
almoſt cold; but previously, my arm ſtill continu- 
ing painful „ Sir William wrote a preſcription, 


for he had made the ſtudy of phyſic his amuſe= _ 
ment, and was more than moderately ſkilled in 
the profeſhon: this being ſent to an apothecary 
who lived in the place, my arm was dreſſed, and 


I found almoſt inſtantaneous relief, We were 


waited upon at dinner by the gaoler himſelf, who ; 


| was willing to do our gueſt all the bonour in 


* 
k by 


Fi 
. 
5 
I} 

i 
ot 


a}. VICAR 


bis power. But 135 we had well aue, ane- 
ther mellage was brought from his nephew, de- 


firing permillion to appear , in oriler to vindicate 
his zanocence and honour, with which regueſt 


the Baronet complied, and deſired Mr. Thornhill 
to be introduced. 


cnAr. XXXL 


F ormer benevolence mow repaid with unexpected : 
mtere EE OY SS, | 


M. Thorabdl- made bis * with a Imile, 


which he ſeldom wanted, and was going to em- 


brace his uncle, which the other repulled with 


an air of disdain. „No fawning, Sir, at pre- 


„ſent, c cried the Baronet, with a look of ſeve- 


rity, "the only way to my heart, is by the road 
„Of honour: but here I only fee complicated in- 


| „ſtances of falſehood, cowardice, and oppreſſion. 


„How is it, Sir, that this poor man, for whom 
„I know you profeſled a friendſhip, is uſed thus 
„hardly? His daughter vilely ſeduced, as a re- 


: „compence for his hoſpitalityv, and he himſelf 
„thrown into a priſon perhaps but for reſenting 


„the inſult? His ſon too, whom you feared to 


8 „face as a man. £6. 


N i it poſſible, Sir c intercopted his nephew, 
„that my uncle could object that as a crime, 


„which is repeated inſtructions alone have * 


en me to avoid? Yee. 


„Tour 


K 1 


„ debauched her. I waited on her 
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| - Four rebuke, cried Sir William : 1 juſt; 


„vou have acted in this inſtance prudently and : 


„well, though not quite as your father would 
„have done, my brother indeed was the foul of 


honour; but thou — — yes, you bave acted in 


„this inſtance perfectly right, an d it has my 


„warmeſt apyrovation. „ 


„And 1 hope 5 141d his e "has _ 


 greſt of my conduct will not be found to deſerve 


»cenſure, TL appeared, Sir, with this gentle- 
„man's daughter at ſome places of public amuſe- 


„ment; thus what was levity, ſcandal called by 
„a harſher name, and it was bel I had 


ther in per- 
lon, willing to clear the thing to his ſatisfac- 


„tion, and he received me only with inſult aud 
T0 "abuſe. As for the reſt, with regard to his being 
vere, my attorney and ſieward can beſt inform 
„you, as IL commit the management of buſineſs 
8 entirely to them, If he has contracted debts, and 
„is unwilling, or even unable to pay them, it is 
| their bulinels to proceed in this manner, and I 
viee no hardſhip or injulkcs : in 2 hs moſt | 


olegal means of redreſs. 


„If this 6 ariel Sir William, Jo as you 


„have ſtated it, there is nothing unpardonable in 


„your offences; and tho* your conduct might have 


been more generous, in not ſuffering this gents _ 
5 „leman to be opprelied by ſubordinate n. - 
e it . been at leaſt hos onoeradl EO ape 


5 "ths . e a ſingle . 


replied the Squire, „I defy him to do ſo, and ſe- 
vy veral of my ſervants are ready to atteſt what L 
,vlay. Thus, Sine continued 5 — that K 
N ; = 5 was _ 
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was ſilent, for in fact I could not, contradict him, 
„thus, Sir, my own innocence is vindicated ;. but 
| „tho at your 2 I am ready to forgive this 


 »that I cannot govern, And this too at a time 
„when his fon was actually preparing to take 


„me, and two witneſſes to provs it; one of my 


| gw (ervants has been wounded dangerously, and 
even though my uncle himſelf ſhould diſſuade 


»public juſtice done, and be [hall ſuffer for it.“ 


„not had vengeance enough already, but huſt 
„my poor boy feel thy crue 
»Sir William will protect us, for my ſop us as 


„wiſhes for his ſafety are not greater than mine; 
„but I am ſorry, to find his guilt too plain; and 
wif my nephew perſiſts.“ — — But the appea- 
rance of Jenkinſon and the gaoler's two ſervants 


fan who had carried off my 
„Here cried Jenkinſon, pulling him in, „bere 


. ate for Tyburn, this is one.“ 
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-gentleman every other offence, yet his attempts 
to leſſen me in your eſteem, excite a relentment 


aa my life; this, I lay, was ſuch guilt, 
z,that 1 am determined to let the law take its 
courſe; I have here the challenge that was ſent 


„me, which I know be will not, yet I will lee | 


„Thou monſter *, cried my wife, haſt Si 
ty? I his that good : 
„innocent as a child; I am ſure * ia, and never 

„did harm to man. 


„Madam, * i the good man, | „our . 


now called off our attention, who entered, haul b 

ing in a tall man, very genteelly dreſt, and an- 

ſwering the deſcription already oo of the ruf- 
aughter, — — 


owe have him; and it ever there was a candi- 


The "a Teal Thornhill ds _ | 
r, and Jenkinſon, who bad bim in + ou 


EVE * 1 


n, | tody, he ſeemed to ſhrink back with terror. His 

8 face became pale with conſcious guilt, and he 

is would have withdrawn, but Jenkinſon, Who 4 
= perceived his deſign, ſtopt him, — — „What, 

" Þ Squire,“ cried he, „are you albamed of your 

e l ,,two old acquaintances, Jenkinſon and Baxter? 

© „ut this is the way that all great men forget 

_ „their friends, tho' I am reſolved we will not 

ts - v forget you, Our priſoner, pleaſe your honour, “ 
8 continued he, turning to Sir William, „has already 

y || ,confelled all, This is the gentleman reported 

dd „to be ſo dangerouſly wounded, He declares 

e „ that it was Mr. Thornhill who firſt put him upon 

6e || this affair, that he gave him the cloathes he now- 
|| wears to appear like a gentleman, and furniſhed 

I ham with the poſichaile, - The plan was laid 

n FF ,,betweenthem, that he ſhould carry off the young 
* . | „lady to a place of ſafety, and that there he 

d vyſhould threaten and terrify her; but Mr. Thorn- | 
Ss „hill was to come in, in the mean time, as if by 

'T | 


„accident, to her reſcue, and that they ſhould 


pvyſight a while, and then he was to run off, by 
1 7, — Mr. Thornhill would have the better op- 
OR „portunity of gaining her affection lumſelf, under 
1 n the character of ber defender, 
4 Sir William remembered the coat to have 
bz been frequently worr. by his nephew, and all 
4 the reſt the priſoner himſelf confirmed by a more 
I cCircumſtantial account; concluding, that Mr. 
1 Thornhill had often declared to him, that be was 
> mn love wich both ſiſters at the ſame tine. 
Ff . ⁰ .... 
v per have I been foſtering in my bolom! And fo 
2 „fond of public juſtice too as he ſeemed to be! 
- | »But he ſhall have it; ſecure him, Mr, Gaoler— 
5 
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„vet hola, : fear there is no legal evidence. to | 
»letain him.“ 8 


U 


< Upo n tht; Mr. Thornhill, with the utmoſt 
humility, entreated that 0 ſuch abandoned 
wretches might not be admitted as evidences 


againſt him, but that his ſervants ſhould be exa- _ 


5 mined, — — „Vour ſervants! replied Sir Wil- 
Ham, ,wretch, call them yours no longer: but 

„come let us hear what thole fellows N lays 
vlet his butler be called. cc . | 


When the butler was introduc ad; * hw 
1 by his former maſter's looks that all 
ower was now over. „Tell me,“ cried Sir 
William ſternly, „have you ever ſeen your ma- 
{ter and that fellow dreſt up in his cloathes in 
„company together?“ Yes pleaſe your honour, 6 
cried the butler, „a thouſand times: he was che 
„man that always bronght him his ladies.“ 
„How,“ interrupted young Mr. Thornhill, „this 
„to my face!“ — — „Tes, “ replied the but- 
ler, „or to any man's face. To tell you a truth, 
Maſter Thornhill, T never either loved you or 
»liked you, and 1 Gon? t care if I tell yon now a 
„piece of my mind.“ — — ,,Now then,* cried 
Jenkinſon , „tell his honour whether you know. 
„any thing of me. © — — „I can't ſay, “ re- 
Pplied the butler, that T know much good of you. 
„The night that gentleman's daughter was delu- 
wang to our houſe, you were one of them.“ 
— „So then,“ cried Sir William, „I find vou 
\have brought a very ſine witneſs'to prove your 
innocence: thou ftain to humanity! to aſſociate 
+ With ſuch wretches!“ But (continuing his exa- 
mination) „Jou tell me Mr. Butler, that this 
| „as the perſon who wu him this old * 5 
| Y e- 


1 


e 


„ 


e 
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2 ,leman's ade 8 „No, pleaſe your 
„honour,“ replied the Butler, „he did not bring 


„her, for the S'quire himlelf undertook that bu- 
„ſineſs; but he brought the prieſt that pretended 
„to marry them.“ — — „It is but too true,“ 
cried Jenkinſon, „I cannot deny it, that was. 


„the employment aſſigned m, and 1 nn. it 
»to my confuſion, &. 


* 
| „Good ems be exclaimed the Baronet, 
ghow every new. diſcovery of his villainy alarms 


„me! All his guilt is now too plain, and I find 
„his preſent proſecution was dietated by tyranny, 
„cowardice, and revenge. At my requeſt, Mr. 


„Gaoler, ſet this young officer, naw your priſo- 


„er, free, and truſt to me for the conſequen- 
vces. TIr make it my“ buſincli to ſet the affair ' 
»in a proper light to my friend the magiſtrate 


„wo has committed him. But where is the un- 


| „fortunate young lady herſelf? let her appear to 
„confront this wretch; I long to know by what. 


»arts he has ſeduced ber. Lntreat her to come 


»in. Where 1 is ihe 3 


1 Sir « ſaid 1. 1 que! ſtion lings me 
„to the heart; I was once indeed ha ppy in a 3 | 


_ »ter, but her mileries — —.* Another interrup- 
tion here prevented ; for wbo ſhould make her 
appearance but Mils Arabella Wilmot, who was 


next day to have been married to Nr. Thornhill. 


Nothing could equal her furprize at ſeeing Sir Wil- 
liam and his nephew here before her; for her ar- 
rival was quite accidental. It happened that ſhe and 
the old gentleman her father were pailing through 
the town, on their way to her aunt's, whe 


had inſiſted that her nuptials with Mr. Thornhill 
| ſhould be conſummated at her houſe; but ſtop- : 


ping 


5 N 
I. 
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ping for refreſhment, they put up at an "PT I 


the other end of the town, Tt was there from 


the window that the young lady happened to ob- 
ſerve one of my little boys playing in the ſtreet, 


and inſtantly ſending a footman to bring the child 


to her, ſhe learnt from him ſome account of our 
misfortunes; but was ſtill kept ignorant of young Mr. 
Thornhill's being tbe cauſe. Tho® her father made 


ſeveral remonſtrances on the impropriety of going 


to a priſon to viſit us, yet they were ineffectual ; 
he d. 4 
did, and it was thus ſhe ſurpriſed us at a junc- 


eſired the child to conduct her, which he 


* 


Nor can I go on, without a reflection on 


thoſe accidental meetings, which, though they 

happen every day, ſeldom excite our ſurprize but 

upon ſome extraordinary occaſion, To what a 

fuortuitous concurrence do we not owe every plea- 

ſure and convenience of our lives! How many 
ſeeming accidents muſt unite before we can be 

_ clothed or fed! Thepeaſanti muſt be difpoſed to 
labour, the ſhower muſt fall, the wind fill the 
merchant's ſail, or numbers muſt want the uſual 
EE Tg 


We all continued ſilent for ſome moments, 


while my charming pupil, which was the name 

I generally gave «his young lady, united in her 
looks compalhon and aſtomſhment, which gave 
new finiſhings to her beauty. „Indeed, my 3 


„Mr. Thornhill,“ cried ſhe to the Squire, who 


ſhe ſuppoſed was come here to ſuccour, and not 
to opprels us, „I take it a little unkindly that 
you ſhould come here without me, or never in- 
„form me of the ſituation of a family ſo dear to 


zus both; you know I ſhould take as much plea- 


„ſure 


riages, and ended with a moſt 
of Nis 


* : * 9 
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„ſure in contributing to the relief of my reverend 
old maſter here, whom [I ſhall ever eſteem, as 
- you can. But I find that, like your uncle, you 
take a pleaſure in doing good in ſecret. 


| „He find pleaſure in doing good lee cried Sir 


William, interrupting her. „No, my dear, his 
pleaſures are as baſe as be is. You ſee in him, 
„Madam, as complete a villain as ever disgraced 


humanity. A wretch, who after having delu- 


„ded this poor man's daughter, after plotting 
againſt the innocence of her ſiſter, has thrown 
„the father into ou , and the eldeſt ſon into 


„fetters, becaule he had courage to face his be- 


| ,trayer. And give me leave, Madam, now to 
congratulate you upon an eſcape from the em- 
»braces of ſuch a monſter.“ 3 


5 goodneſs, cried the lovely girl, «how 
„have I been deceived! Mr. Thornhill informed 


vyme for certain, that this gentleman's eldeſt ſon, 
„Captain Primroſe, was gone off to America with 
, EINE 


» My [weeteſt Mils cried my wife, he has 


„told you nothing but falſehoods. My ſon George 
{never left the kingdom, nor ever was married. 
„Though you have forſaken him, he has always _ 
| loved you too well to think of any body elle, _ 


„and I have heard him ſay he would die a bache- 


 ,zlor for your ſake.“ She then proceeded to ex- 
„patiate npon the ſincerity of her ſon's palhon, 
| ſhe, ſet his duel with Mr. Thornhill in a proper 
light, from 'thence ſhe made a rapid digreſſion 


to the Squire's debaucheries , r mar- 


cowardice, | NE 


» Good 8 


— 
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„Good heavens !“ cried Miſs Wilmot, „hour 
„very near have I been to the brink of ruin! But 
„how great is, my pleaſure to have eſcaped it! 
„Then thouſand fallehoods has this gentleman 
„told me! He had at laſt art enough to perſuade 
„me that iy promiſe to the only man I eſteemed 
„was no longer binding, ſince he had been un- 
„faithful. By his fallchoods I was taught to de- 5 
»telt c one equally brave and . 16 


| But by this time my ſon was freed "EIN ls | 
incumbrances of, juſtice, as the perſon ſuppoſed 


to be wounded was detected to be an impoſtor. + 


Mr. Jenkinſon allo, who had acted as his valet 
de chambre, had dreſled up his hair, and furnt- 
| hed him with whatever was necc{lary to make 
a genteel appearance. He now therefore entered, 
2 handſomely dreſt in his regimentals, and, without 
_ vanity, (for T am above it) he appeared as hand- 
ſome a fellow as ever wore a military dreſs. As 
be endered, he made Miſs Wilmot a modeſt and 
_ diſtant 8 for he was not as yet acquainted 
with the change which the eloquence of his mo- 
ther had wrought in his ſavour. Hut no deco- 
rums could reſtrain the impatience of his bluſhing 
miſtrels to be toxgiven, Her tears her looks, 
all contributed to ditcover the real ſcuſations of 
her heart, for having forgotten her former pro- 
miſe, and baving fulered herſelt to be deluded by 
an impoſtor. My fon appeared amazed at her 
| condeſcenſion, and could Icarce believe it real. 
— — „Sure, Madam,“ cried he, „this is but 
„deluſion! I can never have einen this! to be 
»bleſt thus is to be too happy.“ — — „No, Sir,“ 
replied ſhe, „I have been N balely decei- 
„ved, elle nothing could have ever made me un- 
w to my You know my friendſhip, * 


»y ou | 


had been inſtrumenta 
= articles himſelf. Mils Wilmot, therefore „ Percel- | 
ving that her fortune was irretrievably loſt, tur- 
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„you have jung 8 it; but forget what T have 
ydone, and as you once had my warmeſt yows 
„of conſtancy, you ſhall now have them repea- 
„ted; and be alſured, that if your Arabella can- 


„nat be yours, ſhe ſhall never be another's. 4— 
„And no other's you hall be,* cried Sir William, 
„if I have any influence with your tather.” | 


Thishint was ſufficient for my ſon Moſes, = 
who immediately Pew to the inn where the old 
gentleman was, to inform him of every circum- 
ſtance that had happened. Put in the mean time 
the Squire perceiving that he was on every ſide 


undone, and finding that no hopes were left from 


flattery or dillimulation, concluded that his wi- 


Jeſt way would be to turn and face his purſuers. 
Thus laying aſide all ſhame, he appeared the open 
hardy villain. „I find then,“ cried he, „that I 
„am to expect no juſtice here; but I am reſolved 
has ſhall be done me. You mall know, Sir, 
turning to Sir William, „I am no longer a poor 
 »dependant upon your favours L ſcorn them. 
„Nothing can keep Miſs VV ilmot's fortune from 
„me, which, I thank her father's alliduity, is 


„pretty large. The articles, and a bond for her 


zn fortune, are ſigned, and ſafe in my polleſhon. 
vlt was her fortune, not her perſon, that indu- 
d zced me to wilh for this match; and polleſled of 
athe one, let ws wall take the other.“ | 


| This was an alarming blow. Sir William | 
was lenſible of the 2 of his claims, for he 
in drawing up the marr lage 5 


_ to my ſon, ſhe aſked if the loſs of fortupe 
d leſſen her value to him. „Though fortune, 5 
| 5 lad : 
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laid ſhe, „is out of my power, at c leaſt] bare 
: may hand to me” pa | = 


. And aan; Madam * ala has coal Sm 5 
„leaſt all that I ever thought worth the ac | 
tance. And I now proteſt, my Arabella, by 
„all that's happy, your want of fortune this mo- 
„ment encreaſes my pleaſure, as it lerves to con- 


5 wee my ſweet girl of way 5 125 


5 
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Mr. Wilmot now entering , he ſeemed not , 
2 ale pleaſed at the danger his daughter had juſt 
_ eſcaped, and readily coed to a dillolution 
| of the match. But finding that her fortune, which 


was ,,indeed all that you ever had to give; at 


was ſecured to Mr. Thornhill by-bond, would 


not be given up, nothing could exceed "his dis- 
appointment. He now ſaw that his money muſt 
ah o to enrich one who had no fortune of his 


own. He could bear his being a raſcal, but to 
© want an equivalent to his daughter's Gt was 
wormwood He ſat therefore for ſome minutes 


employed in the moſt mortifying ſpeculations, til! 
Sir William attempted to lelſen his anxiety — — - 

„] muſt confeſs, Sir,“ cried he, „that your pre- 
„ſent diſapointment does not entirely displeaſe 


vyvme. Your immoderate palſion for wealth is now _ : 


- juſtly puniſhed. _ But though the young lady | 


„cannot be rich, me has ſtill a competence ſuffi- 
- cient to give content. Here you lee an honeſt. 

„young ſoldier, who is willing to take her with- 
„out fortune; they have lon en each other, 
„and for the friendſhip I bear his father, my in- 
| tereſt ſhall not be wanting in his promotion. 
„Leave then that ambition which diſappoiuts you, 

„and for once admit that boppinels wr. 1 courts | 

pyour 9 9055 „ 


% 
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„Ste William „ replied the ala gentleman, 
: „be alſured I never yet forced her inclinations, 
| „nor will I now. If ſhe ſtill continues to love 
„this young gentleman, let her have him with 
„ my heart. There is ſtill, thank heaven, 
„ſome fortune left, and your promiſe will make it 
| ſomething more. Only let my old friend here 
„(meaning me) give me a promiſe of ſettling fix 
»tbouſand pounds upon my girl, if ever he ſhould. 
| come to his fortune, and I am ready this * 
He »to be the my to join them together.“ 4 


5 hi it now 1 wich me to the a 
poung couple happy, I readily gave a promiſe of Ho 
making the ſettlement he required, which, to one 
who had luch little expectations as1, was no 

great favour. We had now therefore the ſatis- 
| faction of ſeeing them ly into each other's arms 
ina tranſport. „After all my misfortunes,* cried _ 
my ſon George, „to be thus rewarded ! „Sure 
| this is more than I could ever have preſumed to 
„hope for., To be polleſled of all that's good, 
|| and after ſuch an interval of pain! My warmeſt 
__,,wilhes could never riſe Io high! — — „Ves, 
amy George,“ returned his lor ely bride, „now 
Hiet the wretch take my fortune, lince you are 
„happy without it, ſo am I. O What au exchange 
H„uhave I made from the baleſt of men to the dea- 
vrelt, beſt! — — Let him enjoy our fortune, I 
NOW can be happy even in indigence.“ — — _ 
- ou Fpromiſe you,“ cried the Squire, with & 
„malicious grin, „that I ſhall be very happy with 
„what you delpile. © — — »Hold, hold, Sir, 
cried Jenkinſon, „there are two words to that 
F „bargain. As for that, lady's fortune, Sir, you 
wihall never touch a ſingle Iver of it. Fray your 
” "0. 05 CN * 
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e 
honour.““ wad ks to Sir William”. can 
55 5 3 3 


„the Squire have this lady's fortune if he be mar 


ried to another?“ — — „How can you make 
„ſuch a ſimple demand?“ replied the Baronet; 
„undoubtedly he cannot.“ — — „I am ſorry for 
„that,“ cried Jenkinſon ; „for as this gentleman 
„and J have been old fellow ſporters, I have a 
„friendſhip for him. But I muſt declare, well as 


I love him, that his contract is not worth a 


„ tobacco- ſtopper, for he is married already.“ — 
„Vou lie, like a raſcal,* returned the 'Squire, : 
Who ſeemed rouzed by this inſult; „I never was 
2 „legal y married to any woman.“ — — „Indeed, 

„begging your honour's pardon, “ replied the 

other, you were; and 1 hope you will thew a 

„proper return of friendſhip to your own honeſt 


„Jenkinſon, who brings you a wife, and if the 


„company refirains their curiolity a few minutes, 


„they ſhall ſee her, — — So ſaying he went 
off with his uſual colevity.; and left us all unable 
to form any probable conjecture as to his deſign. oY 
— — „Ay let him go,“ cned the Squire; what- = 
„ever elſe I may have done, I defy im thous. 1 
vn too old now to be e with wk. 


1 am furwidfel, « mid the Baronet; what 1 
d the fellow can intend by this. Some low piece : 

„of humour I ſuppoſe! — — „Perhaps, Sir,“ 
replied I, „he may have a more ſerious meaning. 
„For when we reflect on the various ſchemes thas : 
| gentleman has laid to ſeduce innocence, per- 
„hape ſome. one more artful than the reſt, has 
„been found able to deceive him. When we 


1 »conſider what numbers he has ruined, how 


„many parents now feel with anguiſh the infamy. : 


: nend che contamination which he . brought 
| | Ft ww 


or WAKEFIELD. CR, 


[= 5nd aheie ſamilies, it would not farpriſe n me if 
V„lome of them, — — Amazement! Do I lee 


„my loſt daughter! Do I hold her! It is, it is 


A iy life, my happineſs. I thought thee loſt, my 
„Olivia, yet ſtill J hold thee —— and ſtill then 


„ſhalt live to bleſs me.“ The warmeſt tranſports ; 


dot the foudeſt lover were not greater than mine, 
when I ſaw him introduce my child, and held 

| my daughter in my arms, whoſe fence only 
fſpoke her raptures. „And art thou returned to 
me, my darling, « cried I, to be my comfort 


„in age!“ — — „That ſhe is,“ cried Jenkin- 


| fon, „and make much of her; for lhe ; Js your 
own honourable child, and as honeſt a woman 
das any in the whole room, let the other be 
| who ſhe will. And as for you, 'S uire, as ſure 
Has you ſtand there, this Young 


„lavrful wedded wife. And to convince you that 


1 ſpeak nothing but truth, here is the licence 
nun by which you were married topether.* — — 
So laying, he put the licence into the Baronet's 
hands, who read it, and found it perfect in 
| = reſpect. „And now, gentlemen ;** conti- 

5 "ſe 
but a few words will explain the difficulty, 


he, „1 find you are ſurpriſed at all this; 


"That there Squire of renown, for whom I have 
„a great friendſhip, but that's between ourſelves, 5 


| has often employed me in doing odd little things 


„for him. Among the reſt, he commilhoned me 


. vto procure him a falſe licence and a falſe prieſt, 
Vv.in order to deceive this young lady. But as I 
_ »jwas very much his friend, what did I do but 


„went and got a true oct and a true prieſt, 


Hand married them both as faſt as the cloth could 
„make them. Perhaps you'll think it was gene- 


* chat age me * all this. But no. TO 


7 — 
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ymy ſhame T confeſs it, my only deſign was to 
„keep the licence and let the Squire know that I 


„could prove it upon him whenever I thought 


„proper, and ſo make him come down when- 
ZeverT wanted money.“ A burſt of pleaſure now 
ſeemed to fill the whole apartment; onr joy rea- 
ched even to the common room, where the pri- 

_ foners themſelves ſympathized, Ko I ORs 


And ſhook their chains 
" III tranſport and rude harmony. 


85 Happinefs was expanded upon every face, 


and even Olivia's cheek ſeemed fluſhed with plea- 
| ſure. To be thus reſtored to reputation, to 
friends and fortune at once, was a rapture ſuffi- 
_ cient to ſtop the progreſs of decay, and reſtore _ 
former health and vivacity. But perhaps among 
all, there was not one, who felt lincerer plea- 
ſure than I. Still holding the dear loved child 


in my arms, I aſked my heart if theſe tranſports 5 f 


- were not deluſion. „How could you,“ cried I, 


turning to Mr. Jenkinſon, „bow could you add 


„to my miferies by the ſtory of her death? But 
„it matters not; my pleaſure at finding her again, 


„As to your queſtion , © replied Jenkinſon , 


„that is eaſily anſwered. I thought the only 

_ - yProbable means of freeing you from priſon, _ 
 »ywas by [ſubmitting to the Squire, and con- 
- yſenting to his marriage with the other young 
„lady. But thefe you had vowed never to grant, 
„while your daughter was living; there was there- 


„fore | no other method to bring | things t 0 bear, Os 


but : | 


or WAKEFIELD. . 
but by tis you that me was dead. I pre · 


„vailed on your wike to join in the deceit, and we 
wahave not had a fit * of en, A 
: „you till e | 


In the * aſſembly now | wi 3 | 


appeared two faces that did not glow. with 
__. tranſport. Mr. Thornhill's aſſurance 5 
ly forſaken him: he now ſaw the gulph of 
infamy and want before him, and trembled to take 
the plunge. He therefore fell on his knees before 
13 ere, and in a voice of piercing miſery, im- 
plored compaſlion. Sir William was going to 


ad entire- 


ſpurn him away, buc at my requeſt he rai- 


ſed him, and after pauling a few moments. 

| Thy vices, crimes, and ingratitude ,i _cried 
be, „deſerve no tenderneſs; yet thou ſhalt 
__,zNot be intirely foriaken; As bare competence 


„ſhall be ſupplied, to ſupport the wants of 
Its. but not its follies. This young lady, 


1 wife, ſhall be put in polleſhon of a 
|  ,gthird part of that fortune which once was 
e - and from her tenderneſs alone thou 
| art to expect any extraordinary ſupplies for 
„the future.“ He was going to expreſs his 
a | a for ſuch kindneſs in a ſet {peech z 3 
but the Baronet prevented it by bidding him 
not to aggravate his meanneſs, wh: - 4 was 


already but too apparent. He ordered him at 
the ſame time to be gone, and from all his 


former domeſtics to chule one, ſuch as he A1 be 8 
think proper, which was all that ho 5 
= granted to attend him. „ 15 


As ha as "94 left us, Sir Sir William 1 very po- | 


— RT niece with a  Canile, and 


8 N 
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wiſhed her joy. His example was followed by; 
Miſs Wilmot and her father; my wife too killed 


her daughter with much affection, as, to uſe 
| her own exprellion, the was now: made an ho- 
neſt woman of. aw 94s and Moles followed in 


turn, and even our benefactor Jenkinlon deſired 


to be admitted to that honour. Our ſatisfaction: 
ſeemed ſcarce capable of increaſe. Sir William, 
whoſe greateſt pleaſure was in doing good, now 


looked round with a countenance open as the 


ſun, and ſaw nothing but joy in the looks of all, 


except that of my daughter Sophia, who; for 


ſome reaſons we could not comprehend, did Woe 
| ſeem perfectly ſatisfied. „I think now,“ cried 
he, with a (mile, „that all;the company, except 
„one or two, ſeein perfectly happy. There 2 
„remains an act of juſtice for me to do. Vou 
are ſenſible, Sir,“ continued he, turning to 
nid, „of the obligations we both owe Mr. Jen- 
„Kkinſon, and it is but juſt we ſhould both re- 


„ward him for it. Mils Sophia will, I am ſure, 


„make him very happy, and he ſhall have from 
ume five hundred pounds as her fortune, and 


vupon this IJ am ſure they can live very comfor- 


| „tably together. Come, Mils Sophia, what ſay 


. to this mateh of my making? Will you 


vhave him?“ — My poor girl De al moſt ſink- 1 
ing into her mother's arms at the hideous pro- 
_ polal, = — „Have him, Sir he cried ſhe faintly? 1 
„No, Sir, never.“ — „What,“ cried he again, 

: not have Mr. Jenkinſon, your benefactor, a 

„bandſome young fellow, with five hundred 

»Pounds and good expectations!“ — „I beg, Sir,“ 
returned ſhe, ſcarce able to ſpeak, „that * ; 
b Wa. and not make me lo very wretch 


2 2 5 — 


to 


; = 


„ 5 WAKEFIELD. . ms 
by. | ;gro' fefuſe a man whom the family has bob 


led finite obligations to, Who has preſerved your 
uſe. lifter, and who has five hundred pounds! What 
hos. vynot have him!“ — — „No, Sir, never,“ re: 
in plied ſhe, angrily, ,,Þd ſooner die firſt.“— — 
ed FF If that be the caſe then,“ cried he, if you will 
on | ,,not have him — — I think I muſt have you m 
_- „ſelf.““ And ſo ſaying, he caught her to his oy 
me” with ardour. „My lovelieſt, my moſt leuſible 
he Hof girls, & cried he, „how could vou ever think 
ll, | Hyour own Burchell could deceive you, or that 
. „Sir William Thornhill could ever ceaſe to ad- 
ot _ ,mire a miſtrels that loved him for himſelf alone? 
ed MI have for ſome years ſought for a woman, Who, 
(i | +> ſtnanger to my fortune, could think that I bad 
wy. „merit as a man. After having tried in vain, even N 
ou amongſt the pert and the ugly, how great at 
to E „laſi mult be my rapture, to have mane a conqueſt 
n- Hover ſuch ſenſe and ſuch heavenly beauty. Then 


„turning to Jenkinſon, „As I cannot, Sir, part 
„with this young lady anyſelf,, for ſhe has taken 
a fancy to the cut of my face, all the recom- 
pence I can make is to give you her era 
„and you may call upon my ſteward to morrow 
„for ſive hundred pounds. « Thus we had 
ur: bompliments to repeat, and Lady Fhornbil 
underwent the ſame round of ceremony that bed” 
fifter had done before. In the mean tine Sir 
William's gentleman appeared to tell us that the 
cemquipages were ready to carry us to the inn, where 
every thing was prepared, for our reception. My 
wife and F led the van, and left thoſe gloomy 
_ manſions of ſorrow. The generous Baronet or- 
dered forty pounds to be diſtributed among the 
pPriſeners, and Mr. Wilmot, induced by his ex- 
1 umpley g half chat lum. We were received 
3. 3 O 4 „ below 
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; below by he ſhouts of the villagers, and T tax 


and ſhook by the band two cor three of my ho- 


neſt pariſhioners, who were among the number. 
They attended us to our inn, where a fumptuous 
entertainment was provided, and coarſer provi- 
| ons diſtributed in __ JH _— the 
3 5 | | 


After 8 as my bes were heated | 
the alteration of pleaſure and pain, which 


| 9 had ſuſtained 1 the day, I aſked per- 


miſhon to withdraw, an leaving the company 


in the midſt _ their mirth, as ſoon as I found 
mylelf alone, I poured out my heart in grati- 
tude to the giver of joy as well as Torrow, and 
then  Lept w_ Ts 


turbed ws . 


The e 


\ 


—_— 


| Tax next morning as FR as 1 lt | r- 
found my eldeſt ſon ſitting by my bedſide, who 
came to encreaſe my joy with another turn of 
fortune in my favour. Furſt having releaſed 
me from the ſettlement that I had made the 
day before in his favour, he let me know 
that my merchant who had failed in town. was 
arreſted at Antwerp, and there had given up 
effects to a much greater amount than what 
was due to his creditors. My boy's generolity 
5 (as me almoſt as ow, as | this unlocked for 


go 


* . 
— | N 


8 or WAREFIELO. . _ 
good fortune. But I had ſome doubts whether 

1 ought in juſtice to accept his offer. While 
I was pondering upon this, Sir William enter- 
ed the. room, to whom I communicated my 
doubts. His opinion was, that as my ſon 
was already polleſſed of a very affluent fortune 


by his marriage, I might accept his offer with ⸗- 
I out any heſitation. IIis bulintls, however, | 
ted || Was to inform me, that as he had the night 
ich before ſent for the licences, and expected them 
er- | every hour, he hoped that I would not refuſe 
my | my alliftance in making all the company happy 
nd | that morning. A footman entered while we 
were ſpeaking, to tell us that the mellenger 4 
d | was returned, and as I was by this time re- 


dy, I went down, where I found the whole 

| company as merry as affluence and innocence 

could make them. However, as they were 

now preparing for a very ſolemn ceremony, 

their laughter entirely diſpleaſed me. I told 
them of the grave, becoming and ſublime de- 
portment they ſhould aſſume upon this myſti- 
cal occaſion, and read them two homilies and 

a theſis of my own compoling, in order to 


ws prepare them. Yet they ſtill ſeemed perfectly 
5 refractory and ungovernable. Even as we were 
ho going along to church, to which I led the 
of Way, all gravity had quite forſaken them, 
IT and I was often tempted to turn back in in- 
ne dignation. In church a new dilemma aroſe, 
K which promiſed no eaſy ſolution. This was, 
1 which couple ſhould. be married firſt; my ſon's * 
__— bride warmly inſiſted, that Lady Thornhill, 
at (chat was to be) ſhould take the lead; but 
Y mis the other refuſed with equal ardour, pro- 
3 teſting ſhe would N be guilty of ſuch rude- 


"neſs 


- 
* 
s ; ** 
4 


% 


„we had as good go back a 
poſe there will be no buſineſs done here to- 
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neſs for the denn The argument was lup- | 


rted for ſome time eee both with equal 


= obſtinacy and good breeding. But as I ſtood 


au} this time with my book ready, 1 was at 
laſt quite tired of the conteſt, and ſhutting 
it, „I perceive,* cried I, that none of 
„you 1 a mind to be married. and I think 
gain; for I ſup- 


© 


„day.“ — -— This at once reduced them to 


reaſon. The Baronet and his Lady were firſt | 


married, and — my ſon and bis "_ 


Ss oe”, 


1 bad kad "ther morning given or- 


ders that a coach ſhould be ſent for my ho- 
nelt neighbour I lamborough and his family, by 


awhich means, upou our return to the inn, 


we had the plealure of finding the two Mils 
Flamborougbs alighted before us. Mr. Jenkin- 
ſon gave his hand to the eldeſt, and my ſon 


Moles led up the other; and: I have ſince 
found that he has taken a real liking to the 
girl, and my conſent and bounty he ſhall 
| whenever he thinks proper to demand 
them). We were no ſooner returned to the 
inn, but numbers of my pariſhioners, bea- 


ring of my ſucceſs, came to congratulate me, 
but among the rele were thole, who role to 


| xeſcue me, and whom F formerly rebuked with 


tuch ſharpneſs. I told the ſtory to Sir William, 


my lon.-in- law, who went out and reproved 
| them with great ſeverity; but finding them 
quite diſheartened by his harſh reproof, ge 
gave them half a guinea a- piece to drink his oY 
wealth ance raiſe their FOOT on” „ 


4 = Soon 


„or WAKEFIELD. | 419 


oret; and ſhe has even told me, though IL 


> 


Soon after this we were called to a very 


- genteel entertainment, which was dreſt by Mr. 
Thbornhill's cook. And it may not be impro- 


per to obſerve, with reſpect to that gentleman, - 
that he now reſides in quality of companion at 
a relation's Louſe, being very well liked and 
ſeldom fitting at the ſide-table, except when 
there is no room at the other; for they make 
no ſtranger of him. His time is pretty much 


taken up in keeping his relation, who is a 


little melancholy, in ſpirits, and in lœaru- 
ing to blow the French hom. My eldeſt 


daughter, however, ſtill remembers him with re- 


5 


make a great ſecret of it, that when be re- 
forms, ſhe may be brouglit to relent. But to 
return, for | am not apt to digrels thus, 
_ when we were to fit down to dinner, our ce- 
_ remonies were going to be renewed. The que- 
ſtion was, whether my eldell daughter, as be- 


— 


ing a matron, ſhould not fit above the two 
_ young brides: but the debate was cut ſhort. 


by my fon George, who propoled, that the 
company ſhould ſit indiſcriminately, every gentle- 
man by his lady. This was received with 
great approbation by all, excepting my wife, 


ho I could perceive was not perfectly ſatis- 
| hed, as the expected to have had the plea- 


fare of fitting at the head of the table, and 
carving all the meat for the company. But 


notwithſtanding this, it is impolhble to de- 


ſcribe our good humour. I can't ſay whether 
we had more wit amongſt us now than ulual; 


but I am certain we had more laughing, which _ 
_ an{wered the end as well. One jeſt 1 particu- 
larly remember; old Mr. Wilmot drinking to 
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| Moles, whoſe head was manned another way, 
my fon rephed, „Rladam, I thank you. 


Upon which the old gentleman winking upon 


the reſt of the company, obſerved that he 
was thinking of his miſtreſs. At which jeſt I 
thought the two Milfs Flamberoughs would have 
died with laughing. As ſoon as dinner was 
over, according to my old cuſtom, I requeſted | 
that the table might be taken away, to have 
the pleaſure of ſeeing all my family aſſembled _ 
once more by a chearſul fire- ſide. My two 
little ones ſat apo each knee, the reſt of 
the company by their partners. I had nothing 
now on tlis lide of the grave to with for; 


Oo 


all my cares were over, my plealure was? 


unſpeakable. It now ouly remained, that my 
gratitude in good fortune ſhould exceed my 
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